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very persons who have such excessive modesty that 
they are unwilling to take a front seat in prayer- 
meeting, or at a church-service, on a rainy Sunday 
evening, are the ones who have no such restraining 
self-depreciation when they are with a crowd at the 
entrance to a public concert hall, or at the gateway 
of a railway station just before the starting of a train. 
Their individual characteristics are the same in both 
cases, but their exhibit of these characteristics is very 
different in the one case from the other. What is the 
reason for this difference? Is it because these persons 
adapt themselves to the prevailing fashion in the 
premises? Or is it because they have a real personal 


©| interest in the affair of the hour in one case, and 


none in the other? These are questions which are 
worth considering by all of us. 


As it is a good thing to be able to say “ No,” so it 
is a good thing to be able to say nothing—when 
nothing ought to be said. Omissions, silences, pauses, 
are as much an integral part of right and forcible 
speech as the cipher is a necessary consideration in 


Seates Hin 64 | arithmetic. “Silence is golden.” There is no music 
samen Analyse 64 without rest, no poetry without pause. But a mis- 
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No effort or expense is spared to make The Sunday 
School Times helpful, in the highest degree, to Sunday- 
school teachers. On the present Old Testament lessons, 
Professor Green of Princeton Seniinary, Dr. Edersheim 
of Oxford University, England, Dr. McLaren of Man- 
chester, England, Bishop Warren, Dr. Trumbull, Dr. 
Schauffler, George W. Cable, Faith Latimer, and others, 
write regularly for the paper each and every week. It 
is hoped that those who receive sample copies for a few 
weeks will give the paper a careful examination. 


Gain comes through outlay; giving promotes 
growth. Loss comes through hoarding; holding 
brings decay. The law is the same, so far, in the 
realm of spirit and of matter. Hand, head, and 
heart must be taxed in order to live. He who would 
have must spend. He who would hold must yield. 
The more one does, the greater his power of doing. 
Only he who uses knowledge has a permanent hold 
on knowledge. The heart that gives out love un- 
sparingly is the heart that has most love yet to give: 
“For the heart grows rich in giving; all its wealth is 

living grain; 

Seeds, which mildew in the garner, scattered, fill with 

gold the plain.” 


Modesty or forwardness is quite as truly an impulse 
of the occasion as it is a trait of the individual. The 








the cadence of speech. And as silence adds a value 
to sound—is a radical part of sound-expression—so, 
too, does silence add a value to sense—becomes, in fact, 
a radical part of sense-expression. “ Let us be grate- 
ful,” says Longfellow, “to writers for what is left in 
the inkstand.” How seldom do readers consider their 
debt to the unused ink; the debt of the written to 
the unwritten; of the said to the unsaid, of the speech 
to its silence! Many a boy has been commended for 
his resolution in saying “No” to a boon compan- 
ion; not so many authors have been commended for 
their resolution in saying “ No” to their companion 
—the pen. The author or the speaker who knows 
how to proportion the silence of sense to the sound 
of sense, who knows what to exclude and when to 
stop, has found an art that makes his speech golden, 
because he has learned how to ntake silence itself 


speak, 


The tendency of scholars to forget the lessons taught 
them is usually the teacher’s despair; but, in one 
light, this tendency appears as the teacher’s greatest 
encouragement. It is a sign that his scholars’ minds 
are capable of healthy growth. The mind will 
remember no more than it is able to assimilate and 
make its own. If it can connect the facts taught 
with other facts already in its possession,—if it sees 
for itself, or by skillful teaching can be made to see, 
relationships existing between what it now learns and 
what it has learned before,—then the lesson, whether 
it be a name, or a fact, or a Scripture passage, or a 
doctrinal truth, will be taken up by the child’s mind, 
and made a part of his mental structure. Other- 
wise, the more active the mind, the sooner it will 
throw the isolated fact aside as a mental burden, and 


as a hindrance to true mental growth. The rapidity, 


therefore, with which scholars forget what has been 
faithfully taught them, while on the one hand an 
indication of unwise selection or unskillful presenta- 
tion of truth, is on the other hand a promise of cor- 
respondingly rapid progress, just so soon as the true 
conditions of success are found and followed. And 


so it is that, here as elsewhere, the teacher’s hin- 
drances may become his truest helps. 

No book in the world so well repays thorough 
study as the Bible; nor does any book which is of 
real practical value seem to require so close and 
careful study to enable one to be sure of the precise 
meaning of statements which are made variously in 
its different portions, yet with a possibility of their 
harmonizing. The Oriental style of the Bible narra- 
tive and rhetoric is, perhaps, a main cause of this 
latter peculiarity; for that style is very different 
from the more precise and formal methods of the 
West. <A good illustration of the difficulties in the 
case is furnished in the recent comments in these 
pages on the sentence of exclusion from the Promised 
Land passed upon the Israelites at Kadesh-barnea, 
Not a single writer among all the specialists in the 
corps of contributors to ‘The Sunday School Times 
seemed to haye in mind that that sentence was only 
upon the adult males of eleven of the twelve tribes. 
Yet it is hardly to be supposed that any one of those 
writers would now question this limitation to that 
sentence. The difficulty was not in a difference of 
opinion at a point where a difference of opinion was 
allowable; but it was in a momentary overlooking of 
a qualifying clause in the sentence which was made 
clearer by other statements elsewhere in the sacred 
record. The moral of this incident is: Look to the 
Bible itself, and not to the commentators, for the 
proof of what is in the Bible text. And here is a 
reason for, and an incitement to, the careful personal 


study of the Word of God. 





DANGERS OF CONSCIENTIOUSNESS. 


Everything good has dangers connected with it; 
and the better it is, the greater the peril of its per- 
version and misuse. Religion embraces the highest 
interests of man, and yet it is in this very sphere 
that we find the most revolting fanaticism and the 
most degrading superstitions. It is just because 
religion is so high and sacred a thing, that gross and 
low conceptions, entertained as religious, seem so 
repulsive to noble minds. The fact that a mother 
throws her infant into the river as a religious act 
lends new horror to the deed. Where any shocking 
act is committed under a fanatical, religious enthusi- 
asm, it seems doubly horrible for that very reason. 
Hence men shudder most at the crimes which were 
committed under the name of religion. The sacred 
name of religion has been made to cover the most 
dangerous and deceptive acts and plans of men. These 
facts illustrate a general principle. Every good quai- 
ity has peculiar dangers connected with it, in the sense 
that it may conceal faults more or less directly con- 
nected with itself. 

Conscientiousness is an excellent quality, but, as it is 
exerc’sed by imperfect human nature, it is attended 
with peculiar dangers. This results partly from the 
feeling that a man’s conscience is sacred and invio- 
lable. Our doctrines of religious and intellectual 
liberty have made much of this idea. We respect 
men’s conscientious convictions. This is a noble and 
generous attitude of mind, but it involves us often in 
the necessity of trying to respect a conscientiousness 
which scarcely deserves respect. It tempts and 





encourages men to parade under the name of com 
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science much that is not fairly entitled to be dignified 
by that honorable name. 

What are some of the dangers here alluded to? 
One is the tendency to enlarge the sphere of con- 
science so as to make it embrace more than matters 
of moral import. Some religious people suddenly 
display a marvelously’ quickened couscientiousness 
about the way in which the church work shall be 
done, or the business managed, or the ex pensea raised. 
Really the questions involved are only questions of 
expediency, probably; but an advantage is gained by 
the man who has a particular view or plan if he can 
create the impression that he has conscientious 
scruples in the matter,—that the question whether 
the salary shall be raised by pew-rents, subscription 
or voluntary contributions, is with him a matter of 
conscience. If he can make himself and others 
believe that it is so, he gains added respect and con- 
sideration for his view or theory by taking it out of 
the sphere of mere practicability and policy, and 
dignifying it with peculiar moral significance. 

This method of elevating questions of taste and 
judgment into questions of conscience is, probably, 
honestly pursued as a general rule; but it is not, for 
that reason, less specious and dangerous. Persons 
have been known who have had conscientious scruples 
against standing during the invocation at church; and 
how many devout persons have been known to decline, 
for conscience’ sake, to join in the Lord’s Prayer or 
the reading of a portion of Scripture. These are 
questions of propriety, no doubt; but they should be 
treated as such, and not as if one course were inhe- 
rently right, and the other inherently wrong, 

A confusing of moral and non-moral questions is 
one of the dangers that most frequently*appears under 
the guise of conscientiousness, This results from an 
unwarranted extension of the sphere of conscience, 
which properly embraces only questions of right and 
wrong. It is unfair and unjust, in matters of mere 
expediency and judgment, for a man to seek to invest 
his opinion with the sanctions of right, and to brand 
the opposite opinion as wrong. It is precisely in this 
way that personal wishes, prejudices, and even crot- 
chets, are often paraded as matters of conscience, in 
order to win for them the consideration which is gen- 
erally felt to be due to real conscientious convictions. 

There are special difficulties and dangers arising 
from the fact that the consciences of many men are 
narrow and unintelligent. By many it is felt to be quite 
enough to justify, or at least to excuse, any act, that 
it is conscientiously done, In fact, this circumstance 
alone does not necessarily speak strongly in its favor. 
The important question is by what sort of a conscience 
the act is supported. It may be a conscience “seared 
as with a hot iron,” dulled to the finer perception of right 
and wrong, or a conscience so permeated with pride and 
selfishness that it justifies its possessor in whatever he 
may do, The fact that an act is conscientious does not 
make it right, Men need to be more than conscien- 
tious; they need to be intelligent, keenly sensitive to 
truth and goodness, and quick to discern the distine- 
tion between ethical questions and those which belong 
to other spheres, 

There is a type of conscientiousness which, though 
not of the highest order, is still deserving of most 
careful and considerate treatment. It is that over- 
sensitive and timid conscientiousness which is so 
anxious to avoid eyil that it finds evil, or fears it 
may find it, in matters having no moral character in 
themselves. Such was the conscientiousness of the 
“weak brethren” whom St. Paul treated so wisely 
and generously in the early churches, They had 
been converted from heathenism, and in their horror 
at the gross idolatries from which they had been 
delivered, many of them feared to eat of the meat of 
animals which had been slain in sacrifice to idols. It 
was a most natural and pardonable, though not a 
highly intelligent, scruple. It showed a defective 
idea of Christianity which makes defilement moral, 
and not physical, It showed a lingering belief or 
assumption that an idol was “something.in the 


world” which was contrary to fact St Paul freely 





characterized it as a groundless prejudice, but he was 
so wise as to understand its sources and the best 
mode of treating it. Its'worst feature was simply 
that it was weak. Jt did not involve any fundamen- 
tal moral perversion. Hence he did not attack it, It 
would remedy itself as the work of Christian instruc- 
tion proceeded, When these conyerts grew out of 
their heathen conceptions of external defilement into 
the ethical ideas which Christianity teaches, their 
scruples would fall away of themselves. 

It is clear, then, that there is a wide difference 
among those forms of conscientiousness which deal 
with non-moral questions, Some are bold and pre- 
tentious, others are timid and humble. These quali- 
ties mark two classes of men who are conscientious 
in by no means the best way. One is loud and con- 
fident. They know they are right, and that those of 
different views and practices are wrong. The man 
of this type is no “ weak brother;” he is nothing if 
not “strong” in his own opinions, and confident of his 
correctness. The man of the other class is not so sure 
he ia right; in fact, he is so uncertain that he is often 
morbidly anxious lest he go wrong. St. Paul met both 
classes of men, and dealt very differently with them. 
The Pharisee is a type of one class, the “ weak brother” 
of the other. We all know both classes of men. The 
first class is conscientious, but often stubbornly and 
selfishly so; the other is conscientious, but generally 
weakly and unintelligently so. Both need instruc- 
tion, but in different ways. The man of “strong” 
conscience, who has convictions so confident and 
numerous that he has a pronounced judgment on all 
questions, needs to learn that conscience may become 
so comprehensive as to lose all its quality; and the 
man of “weak” conscience who finds moral questions 
where there are none, needs to be kindly taught that 
there are quite enough real moral questions to keep a 
man’s conscience busy, without forcing it to labor im 
spheres where plain common sense is wholly compe- 
tent to act. 

A splendid quality is conscientiousness; but it needs 
to be enlightened, unselfish, just, sensitive, and wise. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


As to the transliteration of Oriental proper names 
there is as yet no general agreement among English 
writers. In its editorial columns The Sunday School 
Times has its own standard of transliteration ; but in the 
case of contributors writing under their own names, each 
one is allowed to transliterate as he chooses. And herein 
is the answer to this question from an Alabama clergyman: 

I think an explanation of the reason for using the form 
 Jahveh” for “ Jehovah” would be of interest to many of 
your readers, What is the benefit of leaving the familiar 
“ Jehovah ” for the more classic “ Jahveh ” ? 

The fact may not be familiar to all readers that the 
name by which God was known to his covenant people 
the Israelites was not pronounced by the Jews, and that 
only its four consonants, or radicals, “‘ Jhvh,” without its 
vowels, are preserved to us in the Hebrew. The word 
is commonly known as the “tetragrammaton,” or the 
four letters; and opinions differ as to its true pro- 
nunciation, It has been held by some that the original 
pronunciation was“ Jehovah.” Others, more generally, 
believe that the better form is “ Jahveh,” or “ Jahve,” or 
“‘Jahaveh.” When, therefore, any one of these latter 
terms is employed by a writer in The Sunday School 
Times, it is to be understood that that writer indicates 
his personal preference accordingly. 


Many a Bible word is liable to mislead the reader 
through the ambiguous uses of that word in popular 
language. An instance of this is the word “ business,” 
as here cited by a Pennsylvania reader: 

“Not slothful in business” (Rom, 12:11), This verse was 
used in a Bible class in justification of our present manner of 
pushing business. On the contrary, it was said that “ business,” as 
we understand the word, was not in the mind of the apostle, I 
pay considerable deference to your conclusions on such matters. 
Will you please answer this for me (I have no knowledge of the 
original) in such a way that I can cut it out for future reference? 

It is true that the word “ business” has a variety of 
meanings, both in the Bible and out of it. When we 
say that a person is not a professional man, but is a 
business man,” we intimate that he is engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits. But whep we aay that “a man ought 





to mind his own business,” we yse an expression that is 
equally applicable to a professional man and a merchant 
So, when the Bible speaks of “the king’s business” as 
requiring haste, it uses the word in one sense; and when 
it speaks of the navigators who “do business in greg 
waters,” it uses the word in another sense. The injune. 
tion of the apostle, at Romans 12: 11, does not includg 
any one of the meanings of the word “business” 4, 
given elsewhere in the Bible, Least of all dogs j, 
include the idea of commercial activities. The wor 
“business” does not, in ‘fact, belong in the text; and it 
has no place in the Revision, where the passage is rey, 
dered: “In diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord.” The eminent scholar, Dr, Sanday 
says of this passage: “‘In business.’—Rather in zeal. 
the reference is to the spiritual, and not to the practical, 
life, as the English reader might suppose.” The Speaker, 
Commentary similarly says: “The whole passage refers 
to Christian duties as such, and would be better rendered, 
‘in zeal’ not flagging, in spirit fervent (Acts 18; 25) 
serving the Lord.’” The main idea of the apostle’s 
injunction here seems to be, As a Christian be whole 
hearted. In all your doing, do zealously, 


Perfect people are always in demand, but they are not 
to be found in large numbers in any one community, In 
most places their work has to be done by very poor sub- 
stitutes. And this is one of the trials of those who super. 
intend the work of average workers anywhere. A Ten. 
nessee superintendent has had his experiences in this 
line, and here is his report of them: 

Oh, the selfishness of unselfish people! Cannot you, or some 
of your able contributors, give us a chapter on this paradoxical 
specimen of the genus homo? The writer, who is superinten- 
dent of a fine flourishing Sunday-school, and who has tried ‘to 
be very careful in the selection of his teachers, has been wor. 
ried no little over the extreme unselfishness of three or four of his 
most popular teachers. Now this unselfishness manifests itself 
in the unselfish person’s always talking about it, If the teacher 
does what seems, and what should be, an unselfish deed, the 
other teachers, the class, and the superintendent, must all know 
it. A simple duty performed, a small sacrifice made, a cup of 
cold water given, is sure to be spoken of as so much done for 
the sake of the Master. Now does not this disposition and 
habit tend to neutralize—to use no stronger term—the good 
work a teacher may be otherwise capable of doing? Do they 
not really teach themselves, in a selfish way, rather than teach 
the unselfishness of our blessed Saviour? How can the evil be 
corrected ?—for I suppose it is not by any means confined to my 
own school, You cannot approach these unselfish people with 
a word of kindest reproof, or even a delicate hint; for they are 
sensitive to the last degree, and will withdraw themselves into 
their shells, not forgetting, however, to tell you how unselfish 
they are, * Please, in Notes on Open Letters, or elsewhere, give 
us a pointed sermon on the sin of masked selfishness, and how 
to unmask it, 

The picture is true to life; and as long as human nature 
is human nature, such pictures of it can be drawn from 
life, in every community. “ What is the cure for this?” 
Its only cure is God’s grace. ‘‘ How shall such cases be 
dealt with?” By setting an example of another sort 
He who sees the evil of such a course ought to beware 
of following in its line. “But does not the course of 
these selfishly-unselfish people neutralize their best 
work?” It may, so far as their individual gain from 
that work is concerned; but not so far as the results of 
their wisely directed -labors go, Moses thrust himself 
offensively between God and God’s people, in the manner 
of his work at Kadesh, and he suffered because of his 
uplifting of self in that instance; but his work for others 
was not thereby neutralized. Even while he stood in all 
his offensive self-exaltation before the rock, “the water 
came out abundantly [from the rock], and the congrega- 
tion drank, and their cattle;” and doubtless they were 
as much refreshed as they would have been if Moses had 
kept himself in the background. So, again, the selfish 
greed of Balaam did not neutralize the blessing which 
God promised through Balaam’s polluted lips, In Puul’s 
day there were those who preached Christ from sinister 
or selfish motives, and Paul believed that good came to 
others even through their imperfect work, “ What 
then?” he said, “only that in every way, whether ia 
pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and therei® 
I rejoice, yea, and will rejoice,” It is hard to get along 
with selfish people any way; but that is the sort of pet 
son we have to deal with in dealing with our fellows 
generally, It will be a good thing if we so arrange i 
that those persons who have to deal with us have only 
the wholly unselfish and the ever self-forgetful ones “ 
deal with. If, indeed, God’s work could never be car 
ried on except by means of those who give no undue 
prominence to self, God’s cause would be at a stand-still 
up North, and dowa South, and out West, as wel # 
elaewhere i 
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THE PROMISED LAND. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


= Above them, frowning stern and bare, 
The lifted summits gleamed in air; 
Around them, wan and pitiless, 
There stretched the alien wilderness, 
But day by day, at God’s command, 
They fared unto the promised land. 


What booted it that years might lie 
Between these clouds and that clear sky 
That night and morning, manna-fed, 
Their host was through the desert led? 
In faith each pilgrim dared to stand 
Triumphant in the promised land, 


The savage tribes their path might bar, 
And dare their mighty men of war; 
The idols throned in grove and shrine 
Insult the conqueror divine ; 

But safe should march the chosen band 
God guided to the promised land. 


O friends! we fare upon our way, 

By foes surrounded every day; 

Our hearts are faint with pain and loss, 

We have the wilderness to cross, 

But courage! ’tis the Father’s hand 

That leads us to the promised land, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





AN ARABIAN UTOPIA. - 
BY HUGH P. McELRONE. 


All Arabia, despite Madhat Pasha’s filibustering 
expedition in the Persian Gulf, is not subject to the 
blighting rule of the Ottoman Porte and the brutalizing 
influences of Turkish sway. The whole country must 
not be confounded with the rest of Western Asia, where 
all is decay and corruption. The interior is still held 


by the olden race, which preserves, as nowhere else in the | 


world, those patriarchal customs described in the Bible, 
and which contrast so favorably, not only with the sur- 
roundings of Asiatic despotisms, but also with many 
modern institutions, Here there is neither fatalism, nor 
torpor, nor indifference. Politics play as important a 
part in thought at Hafi as they do in Madrid or Paris, 
and are quite as intelligently understood. 

The Arab race is alive as no other Asiatic race is alive, 
with the single exception of the Chinese, like whom it is 
practical, industrious, and physically vigorous. Scantily 
peopled as Arabia is, it has still a surplus population, 
and still sends out its emigrants, from time to time, gnto 
the northern deserts, just as it has done at any period 
during the last two thousand years. Whatever may be 
the case in the H: jaz, where Ottoman rule has prevailed, 
there is no sign elsewhere in Arabia of a lapse from 
higher to lower conditions of prosperity. In Nejd there 
are neither ruined cities nor abandoned fields, such as 
one meets in every other part of Western Asia. Hardly 
an acre of land capable of cultivation is left unplanted. 
The traveler passing from the lands of the Turk into 
those of the independent Arab is struck at once with the 
air of neatness and prosperity which pervades every- 
thing,—the little fields of barley, tended each as a garden, 
and fenced around with trim hedges of palm-boughs; 
the palm-groves laid out in squares for the purposes of 
irrigation, and laboriously supplied with water from wells 
eighty and often one hundred feet deep; each town and 
village and outlying farm surrounded by its wall, kept 
carefully in repair, and seldom showing a single battle- 
ment missing ; though, as these are of earth, they require 
constant renewal,—things trifling in themselves, yet a 
sure index of prosperity, just as are the plain trim fences 
ofa New England farm, The soil of Arabia is a poor 
one, and the almost absolute want of rain makes cultiva- 
tion impossible, except in the most favored localities. 
It is a mistake to suppose that in any part of the interior 
but that of Yemen there is a considerable tract of agri- 
cultural land. The truth is that the whole Nejd is a 
desert, and that the few cultivated patches which it 
boasts have been rescued painfully from their natural 
aridity by purely artificial means. 

There is no such thing as water aboveground in any 
of the central plateaux, although these rise to the height 


of four thousand feet above the sea. Even the granite | 
range of Jebel Shammar boasts notasingle stream. The | 


towns and villages of Nejd are merely palm oases scat- 
tered over a vast upland of gravel, and separated from 
one another by huge intervening wastes of sand. Their 
raison d’étre lies in their wells, Wherever water has 
been found a few feet from the surface, there towns have 
been built and gardens planted. Their wealth is in 
their palm groves, eked out by certain old-fashioned 
industries and by trade withgthe Bedouins, who occupy 





the desert outside with their sheep and camels. The 
common home of the Bedouins, although they range over 
every part of the Nejd, are the districts of red sand 
known as the Nefuds. These, unlike the barren gravelly 
uplands, which are almost destitute of vegetation, pro- 
vide them with perennial pasture in the shape of certain 
bushes and shrubs, and even grass. No peasantry, in 
the ordinary meaning of the word, is found in Arabia, 
every one who is not a Bedouin being a townsman. 

It is to the physical features of their land thus under- 
| stood that the Arabs of Nejd owe their peculiar political 
| institutions, under which, with some interludes of foreign 
and domestic tyranny, they have lived and thrived for 
several thousand years. These I shall endeavor to 
j explain, The position of the towns of Nejd relatively 
to one another may be likened to that of the islands of 
an archipelago, or, rather, to several groups of islands. 
The desert surrounds them like the sea, and they have 
no contact one with the other in the shape of intervening 


but receive from him neither pay nor rations, only a kind 
of pension for their families when serving out of Hail. 
Their service is voluntary, the young men who wish to 
enlist inscribing their names at the castle, and being 
called out as occasion requires, T'.eir duties are light; 
no drill or discipline, more than for the daily parade at 
the Mejliss, or court of justice, and occasionally a piece 
of police work, A few, however, are stationed in distant 
towns and fortresses to support the emir’s authority, and 
these receive pay. They are respectable, orderly men, 
and belong to the best class of citizens. Ialf a dozen 
of them are considered sufficient to keep order in all the 
JOf oasis. 

The emir holds a court of justice daily in the court- 
yard of his palace, when he personally settles all disputes, 
The forms of justice are very summary, no case occupy: 
ing more than a few minutes; but as all is public, and 
as there is no suspicion of partiality or corruption, the 





fields or villages, or even pastures. They are isolated in 
the most literal sense, and from this fact has sprung the 
political individuality which it has always been their 
care to maintain. Each city is like an independent 
state. As, however, the citizens of even Arabian towns 
are to a certain extent dependent on each other; and as, 
from a deficiency of feod in many of them, compared 
with the wants of the inhabitants, they are obliged to 
send their caravans yearly to the sea-coast or the 
Euphrates for corn, they have most of them come long 
ago to a modus vivendi while without their own walls, 
and in order to secure their communications, have put 
themselves each under the protection of one of the prin- 
cipal Bedovin sheiks of its district. He, on the consid- 
eration of a yearly tribute, has guaranteed them safety 
| outside the city walls; and the citizens are thus able to 
| travel perfectly unmolested as far as his jurisdiction 
extends. This vassalage to a common lord has, more- 
ever, been a bond of union between them; and so the 
townsand villages of each group of oases have contracted 
ties of amity almost amounting to those of a common 
nationality. 

This, in its simplest form, has been the political con- 
dition of Arabia from the first dawn of history. A 
further development, however, has ensued, which connects 
it more nearly with the conditions of government observ- 
able elsewhere. The Bedouin sheik, grown rich with 
the tribute of a score of towns, builds for himself a 
castie close to one of them. There, with the prestige 
of his rank,—for Bedouin blood is still accounted purest, 
—and backed by his power in the desert, he speedily 
becomes the practical ruler of the town, and from pro- 
tector of citizens becomes their sheik. He is now digni- 
fied by them with the title of emir, and though still 
merely their sheik, to the Bedouins becomes virtually 
the sovereign of the oasis. Such were, no doubt, the 
“kings of Arabia” who came to visit Solomon, and such, 





Egypt, rulers from without, not within the city. Such, 
too, at the present day, are the Ibn Ruashids and the Ibn 
Saouds of Nejd. 

Admirably adapted, then, to the physical wants of the 
country, and sanctioned by immemorial usage, the 
“shepherd government” of Arabia is popular and effec- 
tive. In a land where the Ottoman government, with all 
| the power at its disposal, has never been able to main- 
tain order outside the walls of its cities, or to make the 
highways secure for life and property, the native system 
of rule has established an absolute peace. In the whole 
district of Jebel Shammar, embracing, as it does, some 
of the wildest deserts, inhabited by some of the wildest 
people in the world, a traveler may go unarmed and 
unescorted without more let or hindrance than if he 
were following the well-beaten highway between Wash- 
ington and Baltimore. On every highway in Jebel 
Shammar, townsmen may be found jogging along on 
donkey-back alone or on foot, carrying neither gun nor 
lance, and having all their wealth with them. If asked 
about the dangers of the road, they will return the ques- 
tion, “Are we not in Ibn Rashid’s country?” No sys- 
tem, however perfect, of patrols or forts or escorts, could 
produce a result like this. Ibn Rashid, having unbounded 
power at his command in the desert, has only to decree 
that suspicious characters shall be summarily treated, 
and no outlaw will remain an hour. The Bedouins will 
not disobey him. 

In the town of Hail the emir is equally respected, and 
there he exercises the traditional functions of an Arabian 
ruler in all their completeness. He resides in a castle 
half within and half without the city, and maintains a 
body-guard of eight hundred men, dressed in the ordi- 
nary costume of Arabia, but armed with silver-hilted 
swords. These soldiers are clothed at the emir’s expense, 








it has been asserted, were the “shepherd Pharaohs ” of | 


disputants appear contented that it should be so. Any 
one having a petition then presents it, and says what he 
has to say to the emir himself, who gives an immediate 
answer, The citizens address him with “O Emir! ”— 
“O Prince!” the Bedouins with “O Sheik!” or “O 
Mahomet!” Disputes are settled rather by traditional 
usage than by any recognized code of law, though doubt- 
less the Koran is sometimes appealed to. The criminal 
law is, according to all accounts, still simpler: a thief 
or robber taken red-handed, for the first offense loses his 
right hand; for the second, his head. Thieving, there- 
fore, even in the capital, is hardly known, and there has 
been no case of murder or homicide for many years. 
The taxation of Jebel Shammar is light, and is levied 
in coin, not kind, Turkish money being the recognized 
medium of exchange. It is collected in Hail by the 
emir’s officers, in the other districts by the local sheiks, 
the tax levied on each town or village being assessed 


| 


Eight cents a tree is about the amount; trees under seven 
years of age being exempt. There is a small tax, too, for 
each sheep kept for the citizens by the Bedouins. This, 
with the tribute forced from the subject tribes, and the 
tribute for protection paid by the towns, amounts to a 
yearly sum of perhaps $300,000, while the annual pas- 
sage of the Persian pilgrimage through his dominions 
adds some $100,000 to Ibn Rashid’s revenues. The 
princely family of Hail, of whom Mahomet ibn Rashid, 
the present emir, is fifth in succession from its original 
founder, has always been distinguished for its intelli- 
gent management of financial matters. Without being 
parsimonious,—for extreme liberality has been one of 
the principles of their states-craft,—they have always 
looked closely to receipts and expenditures. No waste 
has been permitted, and each successive occupant of the 
| throne, if such it can be called, has made it his business 
to amass treasure in gold and'silver pieces. It is impos- 
sible to estimate the value of these savings made during 
a period of sixty years, but common report puts it at an 
immense sum. In any case, the state has no public 
debt; and its budget presents the spectacle of a large 
yearly surplus. 

The form of government, though a despotism, is one 
very closely restricted by public opinion. The citizens 
of Jebel Shammar have not what we should call consti- 
tutional rights; there is no machinery among them for 
the assertion of their power; but there is probably no 
community in the Old World where popular fecling exer- 
cises a more powerful influence on government than it 
does at Hail. The emir, irresponsible as he in individual 
acts, knows well that he cannot transgress the traditional 
unwritten law of Arabia with impunity, An unpopular 
sheik would cease, ipso fac/o, to be sheik; for, though 
dethroned by no public ceremony and subjected to no 
personal ill-treatment, he would find himself abandoned 
in favor of a more acceptable member of his family. The 
citizen soldiers would not support a recognized tyrant in 
the town, nor would the Bedouins outside. The princes 
of Arabia have, therefore, to consider public opinion 
before all else. It has been the principle of the Ibn 
Rashids to secure popularity by a strict adherence to 
the ancient usages of Arabia, by a firm but impartial 
administration of justice, and by a boundless hospitality; 
for hospitality is, as is well known, the chief of all vir- 
tues in Arab estimation. From two to three hundred 
guests are fed daily at the emir’s palace; the poor are 
clothed, and presents of camels and cloths made to 
| strangers from a distance, In this way the name of Ibn 
Rashid has been carried on the wings of fame through- 
out the length and breadth of Arabia, and Mahomet ibn 
Rashid has put himself at the head of the national party 
in Nejd, and is carrying all before him, to the discom- 
titure ofeold rivals and suzerains of his house, the Ibn 
Saouds. These, representing the Wahhbabi influence, 
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are losing ground daily; and though there is no proba- 
bility of a collision between the two emirs, divided, as 
they are, by a tract of Nefud, Ibn Rashid may yet find 
himself called upon to fill the throne of all Central Arabia 
by a general proffer of allegiance from the tribes. 

The Shammar clan, long the strongest and most 
numerous tribe in Nejd, is now supplemented in its 
allegiance to Mahomet by the Daffiri, the Sherarat, and 
many others in the northern deserts, while more than one 
of the sheiks of Kasim and Aared have already sent 
their tribute to Hail. It is conceivable that, gathering 
as it goes, this league of the tribes may one day embrace 
not merely Jebel Shammar, Kassim, and Aared, but 
even all Arabia. In the interest of those provinces now 
misgoverned by the Turks, this is a consummation 
devoutly to be wished. 

In conclusion, I trust I have enlisted the sympathies 
of my readers on the side of true progress and freedom 
in the struggle which may any day break out in Arabia 
between the representatives of barbarism clothed in 
European forms, and civilization, real and_ living, 
though strange to us in its Semitic dress. All the world 
knowe the Turk, but who knows the Arab? Not those 
who spend their winter at Cairo or their spring in Pales- 
tine, who complain of the endless cry of bakshish and 
the beggarly ways of the natives; not even those who 
have penetrated as far as Bagdad and mixed with the 
fellahin of the Tigris. The Arabic-speaking Copt of the 
Nile and the Canaanite of Syria are Arab only in lan- 
guage, and are without the political instincts inherent 
in the pure race; the bastard Iraki has been for centuries 
a slave. These may never be worthy of their indepen- 
dence or capable of a self-government of which they 
have lost the traditions; but they are not real Arabians, 
and should not be confounded with them. The real 
Arabian is as proud and self-respecting, and as fully 


entitled, by his intellectual and moral powers, to politi- 


eal freedom, 23 any independent citizen of any country 
in the world, far more so than either Bulgarian or Rou- 
manian, on whose rights all Europe was called to judge. 
Fortunately, the day of Ottoman tyranny in Asia is very 
near its close; and very near, too, is the complete and 
lasting freedom of Arabia. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 





THE MARINERS. 
BY WILLIAM H. HAYNE, 


Great thoughts are mariners of the mind, 
With strong white sails unfurled ; 
Words are the vessels that they find 
To bear them round the world. 
Grevetown, Ga. 





COMPENSATION. 
BY JOEL SWARTZ, D.D. 


We often speak of “the law of compensation,” by 
which we mean, somewhat vaguely, that the things of 
the universe are balanced one against another, and are 
telf-adjusting. “To everything there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under heaven.” The law of com- 
pensation is nought else but the universal tendency to 
keep things even. This tendency is one, and hence we 
do not pluralize. We say the law, and not laws, of com- 
pensation. The word is well chosen. It means a bal- 
ancing of one thing against another, both with a view, as 
to ourselves, of marking any difference and of adjusting 
lt. Men mark apparent irregularities in nature, and 
from them they have sometimes concluded that there is a 
tendency to ultimate disorder, an inevitable and univer- 
sal chaos. But a larger study has revealed the fact that 
these irregularities or perturbations have correctives, 
and so compensations, running parallel to the most tor- 
tuous lines of disturbance. The existence of such a law 
in the material universe has received mathematical 
demonstration. 

The moral world, it is believed, has an analogous law; 
but the sweep of curvature isso vast, and the lines are so 
fine, that our coarse and contracted observation does not 
give us a sufficiently wide induction of facts to enable us 
to pronounce with confidence as to the truth of Pope’s 
proposition: 

“All discord [is] harmony not understood, 
And partial evil universal good.” 
This is fine poetry, it may be sound philosophy; but 
enly Revelation can say: “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God.” If God 
can make the wrath of man to praise him, it still remains 


‘true that “ the wrath of man worketh not the righteous- 


ness of God.” If God can bring good out of our evil, 
and make his truth abound through our lie to his glory, 
ao man may therefore “do evil that good may come,” 





or justify falsehood and deception. The Christian’s com- 
fortable confidence that all his light and transient afflic- 
tions—faith says his longest and heaviest are such— 
“ work for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory,” is not the product of his reasoning or a deduc- 
tion from observed facts, but simple, child-like trust in 
the loving Father’s word that so it shall be. 

Does he believe that over against every loss and cross 
he endures for Christ’s sake there is set an ample com- 
pensation either in this world or the world: to come? It 
is based upon some such assurance as “ Verily, I say 
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” It is 
easy, however, to pervert this comfortable doctrine about 
the divine compensations. Compensate and recompense 
are not to be confounded. While it is true that God 
will “recompense every man according to his works,” 
he does not in this promise to compensate him for 
his works. 

The compensations of divine Providence are not to be 
measured by us in kind or degree. We know but little 
about them, only that they are “ far more exceeding and 
eternal,” etc. “Give, and if shall be given to you,” 
does not certainly and necessarily mean that the com- 
pensation will restore that with which we have parted. 
Does a man give up houses and lands for the kingdom 
of heaven’s sake? It does not follow that he shall have 
houses and lands in return. These might be to him 
things of least value. God has provided some “ better 
things” for those who love him. 

The compensation may be found in a different plane 
of values. He who has sold all, and given to the poor, 
may thereafter be always poor himself. There is no 
guarantee that heshall be rich in gold. But by disposing 
of his gold he may have removed the one obstacle that 
stood in the way of his becoming an heir of all things. 
He may have dissolved the charm that wedded him to 
the altars of mammon. He may have sundered the 
cable that held him fast to a sunken anchor of gold, and 
only thereafter to become able to move off under gales, 
wafting him to a haven of rest. The compensation for 
gold is something better and other than bags which wax 
old, and gold which perisheth, If the compensations of 
the kingdom are not recompenses, they are also not 
restorations. “ He that loseth his life shall find it,” but 
he finds not the life that he lost. The spiritual life for 
which the bodily life was laid down is higher, nobler, 
vaster. The resurrection itself does not promise such a 
restoration. “It was sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; it was sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body,”—something better indeed; but neither recom- 
pense, for it is not pay, nor restoration, for it is not the 
thing parted with, but compensation exceeding both. 

Sometimes we hear this whole matter presented in a 
way that does not correspond with either Scripture or 
fact, and so as greatly to lower if it does not actually 
corrupt, the motives for giving and sacrifice in behalf 
of religion. 

The “ Give, and it shall be given to you,” is urged as 
if it were a worldly investment. Honoring God with 
one’s substance, is presented as a way of having one’s 
“barns filled with plenty,” and his presses “burst out 
with new wine,” in the most literal and carnal sense. 
Now, whilst there may be some sort of connection 
between liberal giving and plentiful harvests in return, 
it is unsafe to rest one’s faith in divine things and divine 
promises upon such a conjunction, “God causes his sun 
to rise upon the good and the evil, and sends his rain 
upon the just and the unjust.” The grounds of a cer- 
tain rich man brought forth plentifully, who was a fool 
in God’s sight. The wicked often have “more than 
heart can wish,” their “eyes stand out with fatness,” 
while for God’s people “the waters of a full cup are 
wrung out tothem.” To rest the faith of Christians on 
the financial profitableness of godliness is to put their 
feet in “slippery places.” We tempt them, when they 
see the prosperity of the wicked, to say: “Verily I have 
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed mine hands in 
innocency.” Experience does not warrant that kind of 
teaching, while religion forbids that we induce men to 
think that the gifts of God can be purchased with gold 
and silver. What is this but to pervert and degrade the 
“ exceeding great and precious promises,” and to corrupt 
men’s minds by leading them to suppose that “gain is 
godliness”? The rounds of the ladder, set up between 
earth and heaven, over which we may climb, are parallel; 
and our compensation is that when we let go the lower 
we may grasp a higher, and so ascend. But what do 
those do who lay the ladder flat, but corduroy our path, 
and make the very means of rising traps and stones of 
stumbling for our feet. Who that has heard the earnest 
canvasser for funds for some church or benevolent enter- 





prise, urging gilts upon pleas derived trom the divine 


promises to liberal givers in such a way as to Create the 
expectation of the most abundant returns in king the 
the things parted with, has not bad the feeling awakened 
in him that such promises are not reliable, and that dis 
appointment, almost certain to come, will be damaging 
to faith, and that the appeal is to our most carnal and 
selfish motives, and so are not worthy of a good cay 
and an absolute corruption of the heart of the giver? 
Yet this is a too common way. It may be said, and 
doubtless is felt, that. the more spiritual incentives are 
too weak for the end. “But we had better let the cang 
fail than to succeed by ways which injure men and dig. 
honor God. In saying this we do not ignore the teach. 
ing that “Godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
the promise of the life that now is and of that which jg 
to come ”—that “the meek shall inherit the earth »_ 
that ‘all things are yours.” On the contrary, it is fai, 
and in order to affirm and illustrate, as may be abun- 
dantly done, that ordinarily, even here, “the righteous 
is not forsaken,” nor does “his seed beg bread,” but that 
his “bread and water are sure,” Still, it must not be 
forgotten that many of God’s elect have perished of 
hunger and thirst, have been strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth, and have been of all men the most miserable. 
The divine compensations are not so limited and measured 
that we can always see them. We look as seeing Hig 
who is invisible, and walk by faith, and not by sight 
Gettysburg, Pa. 





WHOM SHOULD LEADERS IN PRAYER 
LEAD? 
BY ALICE CORNER BROWN. 


When the superintendent of a certain city mission 
Sunday-school, in the course of the opening exerviscs, 
said, “ Let us pray,” a class of nice bright boys was 
accustomed to stand reverently. But the prayer was 
always so foreign to their healthful inexperience that, 
after a moment’s ineffectual effort to comprehend it, a 
listless expression would settle down on their faces, and 
they would pass it over, as it were, to others, as a proper 
ceremony for grown folks, but not intended for their par- 
ticipation, Across the aisle were restless, inattentive 
girls. The same girls, on the preceding day, were accus- 
tomed to join in the simple prayer, which was a part of 
the worship of a well-conducted sewing-school, ia a 
devoutly earnest manner. 

There they were a part of the embassy which waited 
upon the King; they knew what was said; they under 
stood what was asked of him; and it was, in varying 
degrees, their prayer. 

Here only the superintendents seemed to know the 
language of the.God of the Sunday-school; for evea 
the teachers, apparently, had no part in the matter, s0 
occupied were they in anxiously watching and repres 
ing restless and mischievous pupils. When the big, 
rich, resonant voice ceased, having asked that the 
instruction to be administered might be efficacious to 
the salvation of the souls of those children, they all sat 
down in evident relief. The assistant superintendent 
usually offered the closing prayer,—a rambling petition, 
uttered in a smothered voice, inaudible to one-half of 
the school. Apparently its purpose seemed to be to {ut- 
nish a stay in the proceedings, affording a convenient 
interval in which each boy could clutch his hat, and each 
girl arrange her belongings, preparatory to departure, 

In the morning, in the church school, the same indiffer- 
ence in time of prayer was usually shown, albeit more 
decorously. 

Is it generally true that the very ones for whose sake 
the Sunday-school is organized take so small a part ia 
its worship? If so, is there not a more excellent way i2 
which the devotions of the whole school may be led? 

When the leader says, “ Let us pray,” who are included 
in the invitation? Are not the little ones in the primary 
department, who are not yet shut off into their ow? 
apartment, and all those who have, as in so many coun 
try schools, no apartment to be shut off into, invited to 
pray? Are not the younger and older scholars of the 
intermediate department, as well as the Bible classe, 
the teachers, and the officers, included? Surely they 
have not come up from their homes to be prayed for 
only, but to worship in prayer, in song, and im revereat 
study of the Word. 

If those appointed to lead in prayer would thought 
fully consider the fatherly wisdom of Jacob’s reply 
Esau: “My lord knoweth that the children are tendet 
... I will lead on softly according as the children be 
able to endure;” or, as the marginal reading has it 
“according to the foot of the children,” prayer-tim® 
would more nearly unite all hearts in honoring 
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Father. This does not mean that Sunday-school prayers 
should be childish or puerile, or unworthy the ear of the 
niscient God. True prayer is child-like in its sim- 
pficity, earnestness, and faith. If there is any one truth 
more important than another to a Sunday-school worker, 
it is the truth that as we can only enter the kingdom by 
becoming as little children, so we can only lead others 
therein by remaining little children. 

In 1876 I visited the Bethany Sunday-school, Phila- 
delphia, and heard Mr. Wanamaker offer a prayer, which 
was repeated, clause by clause, by the school. This might 
be a good plan for some superintendents to adopt. 

Rather than have the spirit of devotion chilled by 
Jeaders who do not lead, I would choose a simple form 
of prayer for the school to repeat in concert, changing 
it when it was in danger of becoming a mere formality. 

Whatever the plan, lead on “softly,” so that the most 
youthful intelligence can appropriate a share of its 
phraseology, and briefly, “according as the children be 
able to endure;” while, with bowed heads, the school 
stands as one body of believers, bearing a common rela- 
tion to the Father, having common needs, the same life 
to live, the same hell to shun, the same heaven to win, 
the same Saviour to glorify. 


om 


A PRAYER, 


Our Father in heaven, here in thy house we meet to 
thank thee for all thy loving-kindness to us through 
another week. Surely goodness and mercy have fol- 
lowed us; and thou hast brought us to thy house again 
in peace. Forgive us; for we have sinned against thee, 
and broken thy holy law. Create in us clean hearts, O 
God, and renew right, spirits within us. May we re- 
member every day and hour of this week to go at once 
and tell Jesus if we fall into temptation, or get into any 
trouble. May we remember, too, that he shares with us 
every pure and innocent pleasure, and that when we are 
unfaithful in duty we grieve him. Keep us this day 
without sin. Help us now to study the Word with sin- 
cere and humble minds, to love it as the message of our 
best Friend, and to obey it as the commandment of our 
loving Father. Through this Word of thine may we so 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, that we shall love him more and 
more, be ever grateful for his gift of eternal life, 
and honor him by holy living and by doing good; and 
this we ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Fort Reed, Florida, 





WHITE FIELDS. 
BY LAURA M. GEMMILL. 


I have taught a class in Sunday-school for twelve 
years. I have always known it to be a glorious work, 
and full of responsibility. But only within six months 
have I experienced the glories and possibilities of this 
harvest, in which the laborers are so few. Laborers! I 
love the word. It has such an honest sound. 

“Go work to-day in my vineyard.” Did you under- 
stand it “Go lounge to-day in my vineyard; go pluck 
the rich fruits which other hands have tended; go sing 
with these the happy harvest songs”? You say Christ 
promised the burden would be light. Yes, but you con- 
fess he said that there would be a burden, and he would 
lighten it. 

A few weeks ago a young teacher came in late to her 
Sunday-school class (she had not been to the morning 
service), and said, as she seated herself beside her wait- 
ing boys, “I am afraid I can’t teach you very well to- 
day; for, as I didn’t get a lesson-leaf last Sunday, I 
couldn’t study my lesson.” Oh, how the words rang in 
my ears! Her burden was light, but not with the Mas- 
ter’s lifting. Last Saturday, as I was hastening through 
town to the homes of some of the boys of my class, I 
looked in at a foundry door at flying machinery, sooty 
faces, and brawny muscles. I could not but notice how 
absorbed every man was at his work. If only God’s 
workshops were as full of life and honest endeavor! 

A year ago I did my first mission work, hunting the 
children of indifferent or infidel parents, to enlarge my 
Sunday-school class. Never, until the first Sunday, 
When those eager, questioning faces confronted me, did 
ltruly know the joys of service for Christ. 

Now here is my work, I felt. This is my calling. 
God's spirit revealed it to me, and from that day I have 
hever doubted it. Girls, forget your own ease, and for a 
day lose your own lives for-Christ’s sake. Go into these 
Unsanctified homes, where women, heavily laden, will 
reproach you with their sad eyes; where babes at the 
mother’s breast will turn from her to wail for.the flowers 
at your be t. Your hearts will throb with a new strange- 





you. You will never go to those children again without 
a desire to help them, to save them. Nothing can so 
rouse a teacher to her work as frequent contact with the 
homes and surroundings of her class. Let her see what 
obstacles they have to overcome to get to the Sunday- 
school. Let her see how quickly they learn to love it 
and her. 
What the church of Christ neads most to-day is conse- 
crated young Christians full of energy and courage. I 
have visited over a hundred strange homes right here in 
Freeport, never without some sort of welcome, and often, 
where I could least expect it, a warm confidence and 
gratitude. Parents who never enter the doors of a 
church, nor care to know one page of God’s Word, are 
perfectly willing to have their children taught. 
When you get these boys together, do not waste one 
precious moment, but, after a word of prayer with them, 
get right to the lesson. 
But don’t forget the prayer. I know you will say there 
were two public prayers during the opening exercises. 
I know that. I.argued that with my own conscience, I 
had never heard a Sunday-school teacher pray with her 
class, and I was almost sure my fifteen boys would not 
be quiet so long. But one Sunday I tried it. It wasa 
very solemn thing to them, and it was to me.. Since then 
I have never failed to begin the lesson with a few words 
of very personal prayer for them and for me, and I know 
and see that God is moving upon these hearts. 
Just a word to those who have no regular classes of 
their own, but who are willing (if sufficiently urged by 
the superintendent) to substitute for some absent 
teacher. You will never accomplish very much as a 
teacher unless you make a business of teaching. If you 
have prepared your lesson only to enjoy the Bible class, 
you are not thereby prepared to teach a class of children. 
Now, if you want your faith quickened, your love 
warmed, your wits brightened, and your whole Christian 
life stimulated and revivified, start out this week and 
hunt yourself a class. You may feel your own weakness 
when you face them as their teacher; you may feel the 
burden of your unpreparedness and inexperience, the 
burden of their ignorance and sin; but if it does not 
drive you to prayer, to tears, to labor, then you may 
doubt your own love to Christ. Say to your mountain of 
discouragement and unfaith: “ Be thou removed, and be 
thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.” “ Lift up your 
eyes” and get some conception of the whiteness and 
grandeur of this harvest field; then begin in the corner 
where God has purposely placed you, and bear from it 
some sheaves for his glory. “ Foryeserve the Lord Christ.” 
Freeport, Ii. 
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THE LITTLE DRUMMER AND THE 
OLD SOLDIER. 


BY ANNETTE HILLS. 


up his mind that it was time for him to go. 


street. 
were pushing their faces through the fence. 
quite late when he reached the church. 


wandering in and out, 
in, a yellow butterfly floated past him; and Roger con- 
cluded that where a butterfly could goa little boy might 
safely follow. So, taking off his hat, he walked slowly 
up the middle aisle. He had expected to find his mamma, 
but she was nowhere to be seen. Still Roger marched 
bravely on, swinging his big straw hat in his hand; and 
he noticed now for the first time that it was his papa 
who was preaching. He had been taught at home never 
to interrupt when an older person was speaking; so he 
decided that the best thing for him to do was to sit down 
on the puipit stairs, and wait till his papa had got 


through talking. He tried to understand what it was 
all about, but the words were too long and too hard. 
Finally he heard him say something about little chil- 
dren, and he turned his eyes from the lovely painted 
windows, and looked straight up into his father’s face. 

“ We are all God’s children,” said the preacher, “ and 


Roger had never been to church, but he had thought 
a good deal about it; and one Sunday morning he made 


To be sure, the bells had long ago stopped ringing, but 
Roger did not think that need make any difference; and 
when his nurse went into the house for a moment, leav- 
ing Roger on the lawn. alone, he started off down the 
It was a very pretty street, and there were lovely 
gardens on either side, where roses and morning-glories 
Roger had 
to stop and say good-morning to them all, so that it was 


The doors were open, and the warm June breezes were 
Once, 4s Roger stopped to look 


“T wonder what it means to ‘serve’ God,” said Roger 
to himself, but the question was too hard for such a little 
fellow to answer; and the church was so quiet and so 
dim, and the air was so soft and so warm, that he fell 
asleep, and I really believe he would have rolled off the 
pulpit stairs if a dear old lady in one of the front seats 
had not quietly slipped out and taken him in to finish 
his nap in her own pew. 

When the services were over, his mother suddenly 
appeared ; for she had been watching him all the while 
from her seat in one of the side aisles, and she and Roger 
walked home together. 

“Mamma, what does ‘serve’ mean?” asked Roger 
the next day. 

“It means to do something for some one,” answered 
mamma, looking up from her work. “ Why, Roger?” 
‘Cause papa said yesterday, in the church, the smallest, 
ittlest child could serve the Lord; and I looked all 
awound, and I didn’t see anybody ’ittler than me, so I 
s’posed he meaned me. What can Ido, mamma?” 
“You can help to make people happier,” said mamma; 
“that will be one way of serving, and you can be useful 
in many ways. If you watch for a chance, you will be 
sure to find one.” 

It was only a few days after this that Roger noticed 
an old man, with a saw-horse in one hand and a saw in 
the other, going around to the back door. There was a 
big pile of wood in the yard, which his father had bought 
to use in their open fireplaces, and the man had come 
to saw it into the proper lengths. 

Roger watched him for some time, and then he went 
into the house and brought out his biggest and new- 
est drum. 

“Has you done anyfing you is dreadful sorwy for?” 
‘he asked, standing right in front of the old man, where 
he could look into his face. “ You look as if you 
wanted to cwy.” 

The man looked up surprised. 

“Cause if you is weally, weally sorwy, your mamma 
will excuse you,” said Roger, earnestly. ‘‘ My mamma 
always does.” 

“T haven’t any mother, little boy,” said the man. 
“Oh!” exclaimed Roger, “that’s why you want to 
ewy. Perhaps you’d like to hear me drum,” he added, 
after a pause. 

“Yes, indeed,” said the man, “I would. It would 
remind me of old times. I was a soldier once, and used 
to hear a deal of drumming.” 

“Then I'll drum,” said Roger; and he commenced 
beating time with his two little sticks to the dull creak 
of the saw as it worked its way up and down through 
the wood. 

“Well,” said the old man after a while, “ many’s the 
time I’ve marched to the beating of a drum, but I never 
sawed to it before. I’d no idea ’twould make it so 
much easier.” 

“Was you ever in battles?” asked Roger, drumming 
harder than ever. 

“Yes, many of ’em.” 

“ But you wasn’t shot,—was you?” 

“Oh, yes! I had a bullet once went straight through 
one of my legs, and the doctors cut it off. Now you 
guess which one of these legs of mine is a wooden one. 
One of ’em is, sure.” 

Roger looked at his new friend with growing admi- 
ration. 

“Ts it this one?” he asked, touching the old soldier’s 
left leg with one of his drum-sticks,—“ is it this?” 

“Yes, you’re right,” laughed the man. “And you 
might hit it a great deal harder than that, and it wouldn’t 
hurt one bit. A wooden leg isa great convenience some- 
times. I’ll have to tell you all about how I happened to , 
get it. I served under Grant, and we fought a good 
many hard battles.” 


> 


The old soldier fought all his battles over again under 
the trees that sunny afternoon, and Roger listened with 
a bright face. The little drum-sticks hardly stopped 
until all the wood was sawed; and when Roger came in 
at night, he told his mother that he had drummed that 
“cwying ” look all away from the man’s face. 

“Then you found a chance to serve,—didn’t you?” 
said mamma, 

“Did I weally, mamma?” said Roger, his little face 
radiant with happiness. “ Well, we had lovely fun 
together, and he told me how he served, too, in the big 
army. When I grow up, mamma, I’m going to be a 
soldier.” 

“You can be a soldier now,” said mamma, “and all 
the time.” And Roger fell asleep, wondering what she 
meant. “Do you know? 








ess, You will find your best womanhood rising within 
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LESSON 


a 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1888. ] 


1, October 7.—The Commission of Joshua 


Crossing the Jordan.. 
October 21.—The Stones of Memorial 


2. October i4. 


. November 11. 


November 25. 
. December 2. 
December 9, 
December 14. - 
December 23.—Ruth’s Choice 


Gideon's Army 


EEF Sees esree 


Missionary Lesson, Psa. 67 : 1-7. 


November 18.—Helping One Another 
The Covenant Renewed... 
Israel Under Judges 


Death of Samson.. 


December 30.—Review; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 6 : 1-4; or, 


HELPS. 


Josh. 1:18 
Josh, 3: 5-17 
Josh. 4: 10-24 

.... Josh, 6: 1-16 
Josh. 7 : 1-12 
Josh. 14 : 5-15 
«J O8h, 21 : 48-45; 22:19 
Josh, 24 : 19-28 
..Judg. 2 : 11-23 

«+ J Udg. 7 21-8 
«J udg. 16 : 21-81 
Ruth 1 : 16-22 





LESSON II., SUNDAY, 
TirLe: CROSSING THE JORDAN. 
LESSON 

(Josh. 3 : 5-17. Memory verses, 5, 6.) 


COMMON VERSION. 

6 And Jdésh’u-a said unto the 
people, Sanctify yourselves: for 
to morrow the Lorp will do won- 
ders among you. 

6 And Jésh’u-a spake unto the 
priests, saying, Take up the ark 
of the covenant, and pass over 
before the people. Andthey took 
up the ark of the covenant, and 
went before the people. 

7 4 And the Lorp said unto 
Jésh’u-a, This day will 1 begin to 
magnify thee in the sight of all 
Is’ra-el, that they may know that, 
as I was with M0’ses, so I will be 
with thee. 

8 And thou shalt command the 
priests that bear the ark of the 
covenant, saying, When ye are 
come to the brink of the water of 
Jordan, ye shall stand still in 
Jordan. 

9 7 And Joésh’u-a said unto the 
children of Is’ra-el, Come hither, 
and hear the words of the LorD 
your God. 

10 And Jésh’u-asaid, Hereby ye 
shall know that the living God is 
among you, and that he will with- 
out fail drive out from before you 
the Cé’/naan-ites, and the Hit’lites, 
and the Hi’vites, and the Pér’iz- 
sites, and the Gir’ga-shites, and 
the Am’o-riles, and the Jéb’u-sites. 

11 Behold, the ark of the cov- 
enant of the Lord of alltheearth 
passeth over beiore you into Jor’- 
dan. 

12 Now therefore take you 
twelve men out of the tribes of 
Ie’ra-el, out of every tribe a man. 

18 And it shall come to pass, as 
soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the 
Lorp, the Lord of all the earth, 
shall rest in the watersof Jor’dan, 
that the waters of Jor’dan shall 
be cut off from the waters that 
eome down from above; and they 
shall stand upon a heap. 

14 { And it came to pass, when 
the people removed from their 
tents, to pass over Jordan, and 
the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant before the people; 

15 And as they that bare the 
ark were come unto Jordan, and 
the feet of the priests that bare 
the ark were dipped in the brim 
of the water, (for Jordan over- 
fioweth all his banks all the time 
ef harvest,) 

16 That the waters which came 
Gown from above stood and rose 
up upon a heap very far from the 
city Ad’am, that is beside Zir’e- 
tan ; and those that came down 
toward the sea of the plain, even 
the salt sea, failed, and were cut 
off: and the people passed over 
right against Jér’i-ché. 

17 And the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
stood firm on dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the 
Is‘ra-el-ites passed over on dry 
ground, until all the people were 
passed clean over Jordan. 





1 Another readin, 
The American 
Loan” throughou 


is, off from. * See Deut. i. 1. 
mmittee would substitute “Jehovah” for “the 
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TEXT. 


REVISED VERSION, 


6 And Joshua said unto the 
people, Sanctify yourselves: 
for to-morrow the Lorp will do 

6 wonders among you. And 
Joshua spake unto the priests, 
saying, Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and pass over before 
the people, And they took up 
the ark of the covenant, and 
went before the people. And 
the Lorp said unto Joshua, 
This day will I begin to mag- 
nify thee in the sight of all 
Israel, that they may know | 
that, as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with thee. And thou 
shalt command the priests that 
bear the ark of the covenant, 
saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the waters of Jor- 
dan, ye shall stand still in 
Jordan, 

9 And Joshua said unto the 

children of Israel, Come hither, 

and hear the words of the LorD 
your God. And Joshua said, 

Hereby ye shall know that the 

living God is among you, and 

that he will without fail drive 
out from before you the Ca- 
naanite, and the Hittite, and 
the Hivite, and the Perizzite, 
and the Girgashite, and the 

Amorite, and the Jebusite. 

Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth 

passeth over before you into 

12 Jordan. Now therefore take 
you twelve men out of the 
tribes of Israel, for every tribe 

18 aman. And it shall come to 
pass, when the soles of the 
feet of the priests that bear 
the ark of the LorpD, the Lord 
of all the earth, shall rest in 
the waters of Jordan, that the 
waters of Jordan shall be cut 
off, even the waters that come 
down from above; and they 
shall stand in one heap. And 
it came to pass, when the peo- 
ple removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, the priests 
that bare the ark of the cove- 
nant being before the people ; 
and when they that bare the 
ark were come unto Jordan, 
and the feet of the priests that 
bare the ark were dipped in 
the brink of the water, (for 
Jordan overfioweth all its 
banks all the time of harvest,) 

16 that the waters which came 
down from above stood, and 
rose up in one heap, a great 
way ‘off, at Adam, the city 
that is beside Zarethan: and 
those that went down toward 
the sea of the *Arabah, even 
the Salt Sea, were wholly cut 
off: and the people passed 
over right against Jericho. 
And the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp stood firm on dry ground 
in the midst of Jordan, andall 
Israel passed over on dry 
ground, until all the nation 
were passed clean over Jordan, 


10 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: God's Promises Fulfilled. 


Gotprsn TExT FOR THE QUARTER: There failed not aught 
af any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of 


Teresi: ali cama ta 0a22.—Joah. 


‘ 


Slow thee.—Isa. 43 : 2, 


Take 
Call Joshua, ... that I may give him a charge (Deut. 81 : 14). 


Ouly be strong and very courageous (Josh. 1 : 7). 


1. Assembled for Divine Instruction : 


Moses brought forth the people... to meet God (Exod. 19 : 17). 
Assemble me the people, and I will make them hear my words 


The multitude 
We are all here present in the sight of God, to hear (Acts 10 ; 33). 
ll. Assured of God’s Presence : 


Thou Lord art in the midst of this people (Num. 14 : 14). 

The Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy comp (Pout, 23 : 14). 
God is tn the midst of her; she shall not be moved (Psa. 46 : 5). 
Fear thou not, for 1am with thee (Isa, 41 : 10). 


Ul. Assured of Divine Help: 
one heap (13). 


There shall not any man be able to stand before thee (Josh. 1 : 5). 
When thou passest through che waters, I will be with thee (Isa. 43 : 2), 
The Lord is my helper; | will not tear (Heb. 13 : 6). 


1. The Overflowing River: 


These... went over Jordan, 


The rivers... shall not overflow thee (Isa. 43 : 2). 
How wilt thou do in the pride of Jordan ? (Jer. 12 : &) 
Like a lion from the pride of Jordan (Jer. 49 : 19). 


ll. The Miraculous Cutting-Of : 


The waters of Jordan shall be cut off (Josh. 8; 7. 

Elijah ... smote the waters, and they were divided (2 Kings @ : 8). 
Jordan was driven back (Psa. 114: 8 
What aileth thee,... thou Jordan, that thou turnest back? (Psa, 


lll, The Safe Crossing : 


Israel came over this Jordan on dry land (Josh. 4 : 22). 

God dried up the waters, ... until ye were passed over (Josh. 4 : 23). 
Ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho (Josh. 24 : 11), 

They two went over on dry ground (2 Kings 2 : 8). 





21: 45. 


Lesson Toric: Entering the Land. 


1, Marching Orders, vs. 5-8. 

2. immediate Preparation, vs. 9-13. 

3. Triumphant Entrance, vs. 14-17. 
Gotpren Text: When thou passest through the waters, I 

will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not over- 


Lesson OUTLINE: { 


Dairy Home Reaprinus: 


M.—Josh. 8 5-17. Entering the land. 

T.—Gen. 12: 1-10. Abram’s entrance into Canaan. 
W.—Gen. 13:1-18, Abram’s settlement in Canaan 
T.—Gen, 15: 1-21, Israel’s settlement assured. 
F.—Exod. 8: 1-17. The dawn of deliverance, 
$.—Exod. 12 : 29-42. The start for Canaan, 
§.—Heb. 8 : 1-19. Hindered by unbelief. 





LESSON ANALYSIS, 


I, MARCHING ORDERS. 
|. For the People: 


Sanctify yourselves (5). 
Sanctify them to-day and to-morrow (Exod. 19 : 10), 
Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy (Lev. 20: 7). 
Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice (1 Sam, 16 ; 5). 
Gather the people, sanctily the congregation (Joel 2 : 16). 


il. For the Priests : 


Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over (6). 
The sons of Kohath shall come to bear it (Num. 4 : 15). 
The sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant (Deut. $1 : 9). 
None a to carry the ark of God but the Leyites (1 Chron. 15 : 2). 
The Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders (2 Chron. 16 : 15). 


lil. For the Leader: 
Thou shalt command the priests, . . . saying (8). 


; see reeae, ... and give him a charge in their sight (Num. 


y 
< 


Now there'ore arise, go over this Jordan (Josh, 1 : 2). 
1. ‘Sanctify yourselves: for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders 

emong you.” (1) The dawn of great events; (2) The call for 

suitable preparation.—(1) Man's duty; (2) God’s purpose. 

2. ‘They took up the ark, .. . and went before the people.”’ The 
ark : (1) Its description ; (2) Its history; (3) Its symbolism ; (4) 
Its bearers ; (5) Its position. 

8. ‘‘ As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.” (1) A reminder 
of past helpfulness; (2) An assurance of help to come, 


II, IMMEDIATE PREPARATION, 
Come hither, and heur the words of the Lord your God (9). 


(Deut. 4 : 10). 


pressed upon him and heard the word (Luke 5 : 1). 


Ye shali know that the living God is among you (10). 


The waters of Jordan shall be cut off; ... they shall standin 


He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee (Deut. 31 : 6). 


1. ‘‘Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord.’”’ (1) God wait- 
ing to teach; (2) Israel invited to learn.—(1) Drawing near to 
God ; (2) Listening unto the Lord ; (3) Learning of the Lord. 

2. ‘* Ye shall know that the living God is among you.’’ (1) The 
living God; (2) The needy people ; (3) The assured fellowship. 
—God’s presence among men: (1) Why manifested; (2) How 
demonstrated. 

8. “ The waters of Jordan shall be cut off.” (1) By the power of 
God ; (2) For the passage of Israel ; (3) For the instruction of man. 


III, TRIUMPHANT ENTRANCE. 


Jordan overfloweth all its banks ali the time of harvest (15). 


... When it had overfiown all its banks 
(1 Chron. 12 : 15). 


The waters... were wholly cut off (16). 


). 


All Israel passed over on dry ground (17). 


1. And it came to pass,’’ (1) The events foretold ; (2) The events 
eg ) The marveious foretelling; (2) The exact 
ultilling. pe 

2. “The waters. .. rose up in one heap.’’ (1) The heaped-up 
waters ; (2) The dried river-bed ; (3) The dry-shod passage ; (4) 
The faithful God ; (5) The happy people. 

8. * All the nation were passed clean over Jordan.”’ (1) Who ? (2) 
Whence ? (8) Whither? (4) Why? (5) How ?—(1) Fulfilling many 
promises ; (2) Realizing great expectations, 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
THE RIVER JORDAN. 


1. Facts about thé River : 
A boundary of Canaan (Num. 84: 12), 
O ten overflowed (Josh. 3:15; 1 Chron, 12 : 15), 
Fordable at places (Josh. 2:7; Judg. 12 : 5, 6) 
Boats used upon it (2 Sam. 19 : 18). 
Despised by toreigners (2 Kings 5 : 12). 

2. Facts about Its Banks: 
Well wooded (2 Kings 6 : 2). 
Very fertile (Gen 13: 10). 
Infested with wild beasts (Jer. 49 : 19 ; 50 : 44). 
Yielded valuable ear; hs (1 Kings 7 : 46; 2 Chron. 4:17), 
Lot chose his home there (Gen. 13 : 11). 

3. Events at the River: 
Waters divided under Joshua (Josh. 3 : 12-16; 5 ; 1). 
Waters divided under Elijah (2 Kings 2 : 8). 
Waters divided under Elisha (2 Kings 2 : 14), 
Waters heaied Naaman (2 Kings 5 : 10, 14). 





John baptized therein (Matt. 3; 6, 13, 15) 


—$—$<—= ij 
. LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


After his formal commission as leader of the people, Joshug 
speedily issued an order for an advance across the Jorday 
“within three days” (Josh. 1: 10,11). A special command’ 
was given to the tribes that were to occupy the region east 
of the Jordan. “The mighty men of valour” from these 
tribes were to form the advance guard in the Movement of 
the invading host. To this order a willing response y, 
given (Josh. 1 : 12-18). 

Spies were sent out to" Jericho by Joshua. Probably this 
was done before the order for advance was issued, since th 
events of Chapter 2 cover more than three days. The story 
of Rahab is fully detailed,—not to justify her deception, by 
to show her faith, and also to indicate the terror produced by 
the threatened invasion of the Israelites. 

The headquarters of the host had been for some time a 
Shittim,—an oasis east of the Jordan, in the plains of Moab 
(comp. Num. 25:1). From this region Joshua led them to 
the Jordan, where the command to cross the river was issued 
(Josh. 3: 2-4). The place was at the Jordan, “right ayaing 
Jericho” (v. 16); the time of the lesson (except v. 5) was on 
the tenth day of the first month in the forty-first year afte: 
the exodus (Josh. 4: 19). 





CRITICAL NOTES 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


At length the decisive moment arrives, to which all that 
preceded had been preparatory, and arrangements are made 
for the immediate crossing of the Jordan, which now separated 
them from the promised land. As God had led Israel out of 
Egypt by opening a passage for them through the Red Sea, 
he now leads them into Canaan by miraculously laying bare 
the bed of the Jordan, thus by his own hand opening for 
them a door of entrance into the land which he had given 
them. 

Verse 5.—And Joshua said unto the people: The commander. 
in-chief issues directions in this verse to the people, and in 
verse 6 to the priests, that all may understand what they 
have severally to do, so that the great transaction may be 
conducted in a clear and orderly manner, and without con- 
fusion or mistake.—Sanetify yourselves: The word is used both 
of an inward spiritual state of mind and heart (Lev. 20: 7), 
and of outward ceremonial rites by which the former was 
represented and signified. This command is in Exodus 19; 
10 associated with the injunction to wash their clothes, or 
Genesis 35: 2, to change them, appearing in clean attire 
being suggestive of inward purity. The same thing is sym- 
bolically set forth by bathing themselves in water and by 
other rites of ‘purification by which ceremonial defilement 
was removed under the Mosaic law.—For to-morrow Jehovah 
will do wonders among you: The special manifestation of God's 
presence in thé immediate exertion of his divine power 
called upon them to make suitable preparation for his coming 
into their- midst. The thought of God’s nearness, who is 
transcendently holy, naturally deepens in the mind of man 
the sense of his sinfulness and unfitness to appear before the 
Most High (Isa.6:5). Hence, when those who engaged 
in sacred functions drew near to God, rites of cleansing were 
ordained (Exod. 30 : 19-21), as well as when God, as on the 
present occasion, in a signal manner drew near to men. 
“Do wonders: ” this was in fulfillment of the pledge given 
(Exod. 34; 10) that God’s miraculous power should be freely 
exerted on their behalf in accomplishing what he had 
destined for them. This communication was evidently made 
to the people on the day before the crossing of the Jordan, 
so that a day elapsed between it and the Lord’s address to 
Joshua (v. 7). 

Verse 6.—And Joshua spake unto the priests: As they were 
to lead the grand procession, it was necessary that they 
should understand precisely what was expected of them, 83 
it had already been explained to the people how they should 
follow (vs. 3, 4).—Take up the ark of the covenant: It was the 
provinée of the Levites, the sons of Kohath, to bear tle 
ark as well as the other vessels of the sanctuary after they 
had beén wrapped in the prescribed coverings (Num. 3:29 
31; 4:15; 1 Chron. 15: 2-15). On occasions of special 
solemnity, as the present, (see also Josh. 6: 6) the ark was 
borne by priests, the most distinguished members of the 
family of Kohath (Num. 26: 58-60). The ark was borne 
upon the shoulders by staves passed through. rings whicl 
were inserted in it for the purpose (Exod. 25 : 14).— And poss 
over before the people: As the ark led the way in the march of 
Israel from Mount Sinai (Num. 10: 33), where it went in 
advance in their entry intoCanaan. It symbolized the Lords 
presence, and went before the people to show that the Lord 
was their leader. The reference here is not to their remov#l 
to the banks of the Jordan spoken of in verse 1; but, as the 
expressions plainly imply, to the march of the following ds 
in which the river itself was crossed. The priests with the 
ark were to pass on before the people into the river. The 
expressions do not necessarily imply that they were to cot 
tinue to move forward, preceding the people until the opp 
site bank was reached (see v.11). We learn from the furthe 
direction given to them (v. 8) that this was not the casa 
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The orders were issned as they were needed. First, they 
were bidden to ‘march without telling them how far they 
were togo. Then (v. 8) they were told when to halt. Pres- 
eat duty is all that we need to know now. Future duty will 
be made plain at the proper time.—And they took up the ark: 
The promptness and exactness of their obedience is indicated 
by adding the statement of it immediately after the com- 
mand, and in its very words. 

Verse 7.—The march of the priests is scarcely begun 
before the Lord makes a communication to Joshua, declaring 
the effect which the miracle of this day would have in con- 
firming him in the leadership of the people which he had 
go recently assumed, It would be a clear proof to all that 
God’s almighty power wrought with Joshua, as it had formerly 
done with Moses, and thus gave the highest possible sanction 
to the legitimacy of his claims. The miracle of the Jordan 
was to Joshua what the miracle of the Red Sea had been to 
Moses (Exod. 14: $1).—This day will I begin to magnify thee: 
This was but the initial miracle by which Joshua’s divine 
mission was to be established. Other equally clear instances 
of divine interposition would follow, as at the fall of Jericho 
(Josh. 6 : 20), and the victory at Gibeon (10: 11-14). That 
the predicted 1e-ult did actually follow, .is expressly recorded 
(4: 14).—That they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I 
wili be with thee: The value of miracles in accrediting a 
messenger sent from God is here explicitly stated (comp. 
John 3: 2). This was one important purpose of this miracle, 
as of most of those recorded in Scripture. It was not merely 
to meet a material necessity, much less to awaken unmeaning 
wonder. It was to teach Israel the important lesson that 
Joshua was God's chosen instrument and the medium of 
the divine communications to them. And this not merely 
for the present, but for the future, so long as Joshua was con- 
tinued with them. The interposition of that day was a 
pledge that all needed assistance should be afforded in time 
to come. Each gift of God to his true people contains an 
assurance and a guarantee of more to come (Matt. 25: 29; 
Phil. 1 : 6). 

Verse 8.—The direction to the priests to stop and stand 
still as soon as they had entered the Jordan, is here given 
without explanation of the reason, that being added sub- 
sequently (v.13). Whether they knew why they were so 
commanded or not,—their duty was the same,—to do as they 
were bid. 

Verse 9.—And Joshwa said unto the children of Israel, Come 
hither: Joshua spoke, of course, to the representatives of the 
several tribes, who then imparted his messages to the people 
at large. 

Verse 10.—The miracle of that day was not only intended 
to give divine sanction to Joshua’s leadership, as had already 
been declared, but was to teach a further lesson to Israel 
which is set forth in this verse—Hereby ye shall know th&t the 
living God is among you: It was a palpable proof of God’s 
presence and power exerted on I[srael’s behalf. Jehovah is 
a living God, not merely as having a real existence, but as 
possessing attributes which show themselves in action. The 
gods of the heathen are impotent and dead; they can neither 
do good nor do evil; they cannot help their worshipers nor 
harm their adversaries. Jehovah is possessed of infinite 
power and grace, and the miracle of this day would show in 
the most impressive manner that he not only could, but would, 
exert them on his people’s behalf.— And that he will without fail 
drive out from before you the Cunaanite: He in obedience to whose 
word the waters of the Jordan deserted their channel, could 
remove every other obstacle out of their way. After leading 
them into the land by so stupendous a miracle, he surely 
would not desert them, and suffer them to fall a prey to their 
enemies, After doing so much toward the fulfillment of his 
promise to give them the iand of Canaan, they might rest 
assuied that he would do everything further that was neces- 
sary for its complete accomplishment. Seven different tribes 
are here mentioned as the occupants of Canaan, as in Deuter- 
onomy 7: 1, though they are named in a different order. 

Verse 11.—The ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth: 
The emphasis with which here and verse 13 Jehovah is 
called “the Lord of all the earth” is very significant. This 
miracle demonstrated his power over ail nature. He who 
can by his word suspend the operation of material laws, and 
whose bidding the forces of the world obey, is the supreme 
Ruler of the world. As such all that it contains is at his 
sovereign disposal. As “the living God” has the power, so 
“the Lord of all the earth” has the right to bestow the land 


joined with the widest universality ; and one purpose of this 

particular miracle wrought on Israel’s behalf is declared 

(Josh. 4: 24) to be that all the people of the earth might 

learn a lesson of Jehovah’s greatness. 

Verse 12.—Take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, for 

every tribe a man: The same principle determined the num- 

ber of the spies sent out by Moses (Num. 13: 2). And it was 

with allusion to the number of the tribes that our Lord 

selected his twelve apostles to found the new dispensation of 

his kingdom amongst men, and that his completed kingdom 

the New Jerusalem bears this number in its gates, its foun- 

dations, and the measure of its walls (Rev. 21 : 12, 14, 16,17; 

comp. Rev. 7: 4). Each tribe was to have its share through 

its chosen representative. The purpose for which these men 

were to be selected is not here stated. The choice was to be 

made, and they were to be ready to do whatever they were 

told. When the time came for them to act, the needful 

directions were given (Josh. 4: 2,3). And in giving them 

direction how to act, the order to select these twelve men is 
repeated, in order that the whole matter may be stated 

together (comp. v. 4). This repetition, made for so obvious 
a reason, and in accordance with a frequent usage of Hebrew 
historians and other ancient writers, is seized upon by critics 
as though it indicated a blending of separate accounts; for 
which they find a further pretext in alleged diversities in the 
narrative. Joshua 4: 3, 8, 20 speaks of the twelve stones 
tuken from the bed of the Jordan-as set up in commemora- 
tion of this event at Gilgal, the next lodging-place of the 
people; whereas verse 9 speaks of twelve stones as set up in 
the Jordan on the spot where the priests had stood. Again, 
while certain verses speak of twelve men being selected to 
carry these stones, Joshua 4: 8 says nothing of the twelve 
men, but only that the children of Israel carried these stones. 
The simple statement of the case is a suflicient reply to such 
carping objections. Two monuments were set up, of twelve 
stones each; and if twelve stones were carried by the chil- 
dren of Israel, twelve men must have done it. 

Verse 13.—When Moses divided the waters of the Red 
Sea, it was by stretching forth his rod (Exod. 14:16). That 
was used as the symbol of the power which God gave him 
over the elements and forces of nature. Since that time, 
however, a new body of sacred symbols had been instituted, 
and among these the ark containing the tables of stone 
engraved by God’s own finger as the record of his covenant 
with Israel. The appropriate place for this ark was in the 
tabernacle, in the holy of holies; and the spot where in par- 
ticular God manifested his presence was between the cheru- 
bim upon the mercy seat, which covered the ark. This more 
than any other of the sacred vessels was accordingly asso- 
ciated with the immediate presence of the Most High. In 
order, therefore, to put honor upon these symbols of his own 
institution, the Lord directed that the instrumentality of the 
ark should be used in working this miracle. As soon as the 
priests that bare it stepped in the water of the Jordan, 
the water was rolled back by God’s almighty arm, and a dry 
passage afforded for the people. The waters that came down 
from above were cut off,—that is, ceased to flow,—and stood 
up in one heap or apparently solid mass. The form of 
expression is borrowed from Exodus 15: 8. It was no power 
in the priests that wrought this result. They were simply 
the bearers of the ark. Neither was the power in the ark 
considered simply as a material structure. It was simply the 
visible token of the presence of God. In like manner, it is 
only in the use of the ordinary means of grace that we are 
authorized to expect the gracious and saving influences of 
God’s spirit. Yet the virtue resides not in these ordinances 
of divine appointment, nor in those who may be duly 
appointed to administer them, but only in the immediate 
agency of God himself. 

Verse 14.—The priests ... being before the people: An interval 
of two thousand cubits was enjoined (v. 4) both for reverence 
and in order that the signal by which their course was to be 
directed might be more distinctly seen by the immense host. 
The people did not remain stationary in their tents until the 
miracle was first wrought. They began their march while 
the Jordan was still rolling in full volume directly before 
them. To human view it seemed as though their progress 
must be arrested as soon as they reached it. They were thus 
required to show their faith in God, and in Joshua as his 


Sea of the Arabah: The Arabah is the valley in which the 
Jordan lay, and which is continued on to the Red Sea, The 
Sea of the Arabah, called also the Salt Sea from its excessive 
saltness, is the Dead Sea, into which the Jordan empties, 
The stream was thus dried up for the distance of several 
miles, affording a broad enough passage for the entire host 
of the Israelites to march through in a single day. 

Verse 17.—The priests continued to stand where they were, 
bearing the ark, and thus holding back the flood until the 
entire nation had crossed over. Then the priests came up 
out of the bed of the stream, and the river resumed its place, 
The Jordan is often regarded as the emblem of death, lying 
at the end of our journey through this wilderness world, 
which it separates from the heavenly Canaan. The grace of 
God can dry up the swollen torrent of this dreaded river 
and afford a safe and easy passage to the believing soul. By 
a different application of the symbol, the Jordan may repre- 
sent to us the entrance, not into heaven, but into a Christian 
life; not the termination, but the starting-point, of a believer’ s 
eareer. The angry flood of sin and guilt which bars the 
transgressor from the land of God's favor and communion 
with him, is taken out of the way by the ark and the mercy 
seat, significant of God’s love and pardoning grace. And 
under the leadership of the New Testament Joshua, the 
believer marches on to the cenquest of the goodly land which 
liesinvitingly before him. There may be many hard marches 
and sore conflicts, but victory is sure, 
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SUGGESTIVE JOTTINGS. 
BY THE REV. ALFRED EDERSHEIM, PH.D., D.D. 


1. The act of direct divine interposition by which Israel 
was enabled to pass over the Jordan forms in some respects 
a parallel to that when Moses led the people through the 
Red Sea. This parallelism is indicated in the sacred text 
itself (v. 7; Josh. 4: 23), and, indeed, was one of the reasons 
for the recurrence of the miracle, since it was the divine pur- 
pose thus publicly to show that the same divine assistance 
which had been granted to Moses would now be continued 
to Joshua. And the lesson is that of the continuity of the 
divine presence and help, though men may fail and cireum- 
stances alter. To Israel this lesson would be of even much 
greater importance than to us. For according to the ancient 
heathen notions the individual as such possessed the power 
of commanding supernatural assistance, and thus controlling 
events, quite irrespective of any moral element. It was for 
this reason that Balak was so anxious to gain Balaam for his 
cause. ‘This distinguishes magic from the working of miracles. 
The magician has power in himself and with God. The 
prophet receives commission from God, and with it power; 
he is, strictly speaking, only the servant of the Lord. 

It was thus primarily not even in order to manifest the 
divinely appointed leadership of Joshua that the miracle 
recorded in this narrative was enacted. Rather was it in 
order to point through that attestation of Joshua to God 
who gave it, and who would drive out before Israel the hos- 
tile nations of Canaan (v. 10). The object, therefore, was to 
raise Israel’s eyes up to God, and to fix and strengthen their 
faith in him. This high moral purpose, clearly set before 
us in the sacred text, is itself the best explanation and vindi- 
cation of the narrative. At the same time it may be remarked 
that this narrative is regarded even by negative critics as 
among the most ancient and universally received in Israel, 
Otherwise, also, we may venture to express the view that 
there seemed a special fitness that the history of the entrance 
into the land should commence like that of the exodus from 
| Egypt, and that in each case the first act in the history should 
be one directly of God’s doing. When God himself had made 
a way for his chosen through the waters of Jordan, Israel 
would ever afterwards have this before them as the begir- 
ning of their territorial history that, “they got not the land 
in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm 
save them” (Psa. 44: 3). 

2. Looking at the circumstances, it would evidently have 
been impossible for such a host as that of Israel to have 
passed the Jordan near Jericho, encumbered, as they were, 
by so large a number of non-combatants, as well as by cattle 
and baggage. They could not have swum the Jordan, and 





appointed representative, before God interposed on their 
behalf, and as a necessary antecedent to that interposition. 





of Canaan upon whomsoever he pleases. Joshua and Israel 
Were under no delusion in claiming that the Most High had 
given them this land. They were acting under no fanatical 
impulse. And their conduct gives no sanction to crusades 
elsewhere waged by those who have imagined themselves the 
special favorites of Heaven, and pleaded a divine right for 
their acts of rapine and bloodshed. Israel’s credentials were 
of the most palpable character. The miracle which attended 
their march was God’s own attestation to the fact that they 
were working his will. And as Jehovah is the Lord of all 
the earth, he shall one day be universally worshiped and 
obeyed. The covenant of God with Israel has sometimes 
heen decried as the offspring of a narrow mind, which would 

t the divine favor tos particular nation. But it is here 





of harvest: This remark is important as showing the reality 


| and necessity of the miracle. At certain seasons of the year 
' 


| it is readily fordable, but at this season it was quit2 impossi- 
| ble to ford it (1 Chron. 12:15). Modern travelers describe 
it in April and May as ten or twelve feet deep, with a rapid 
current. The spies (Josh. 2: 1) could cross it by swimming; 
the entire people could not have crossed it in this manner. 
Verse 16.—A great way off: That is, the waters rolled back 
a long distance from where the priests stood, and there massed 


beside Zarethan: Zarethan is spoken of in 1 Kings 4: 12; 





Verse 15.—For Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time | 


| there was neither bridge nor meaas of transport for such a 
| multitude. Besides, as we read in the sacred text (v. 15), it 
was the time of the barley harvest, which, in that semi-tropi- 
| cal climate, is gathered in early spring, when, owing to the 
rainfall and the melting of the snow higher up, Jordan is full 
| to, and even overfiows, its banks. This would have greatly 

added to the difficulties and dangers of an ordinary passage, 

which may safely be pronounced absolutely impossible except 

by divine interposition. Accordingly the Canaanites left the 
| Jordan undefended, apparently not anticipating any immedi- 
| ate danger from that quarter. All the more did the event 
strike terror into the hearts of the Canaanites (Josh. 5: 1). 


themselves in an upright wall.—At Adam, the city that is | Thus the divine act here recorded may be regarded, on the 


| one hand, as a summons from the Almighty addressed to the 


7: 46, but neither its position nor that of Adam can be pre- | nations of Canaan to submit and surrender, if they had but 
cisely identified. The descending waters flowed away, leaving | had the heart to understand it; and, on the other hand, as 
the bed of the stream bare all the way to the Dead Sea— the proclamation of God’s leadership to Israel. And to 
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latest time was this record preserved in Israel in the joyous 
hymn concerning God’s deeds of old: “ What ailed thee, 
O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast 
driven back?” (Psa. 114: 5.) Somé points in connection 
with the verse just quoted may be of interest to the Bible 
student. Psalm 114 is the second in that series (Psa. 113- 
118) which bears the name of allel, or “ Praise,” and also 
that of “the Egyptian Hallel,” because it records the won- 
drous deeds after the exodus from Egypt. In the Septuagint 
(Greek) Version of the Old Testament, and in many Hebrew 
manuscripts, Psalms 114 and 116 are joined into one, as cer- 
tainly they form two parts of the same subject. The Hallel 
had to be repeated by every Israelite on eighteen days of the 
year; namely, the first day of the Passover and of Pente- 
cost, and the eight days of the Feast of Tabernacles and 
of the Dedication of the Temple. It was also chanted while 
the paschal lambs were slain, on the 14th Nisan. On 
the intervening paschal days (after the first day) and on the 
days of the new moon it was repeated, with the omission 
of the first eleven verses of Psalms 115 and 116, when it was 
ealled the incomplete Hallel. In the temple it was chanted 
with responses,—the people always repeating the first line of 
éach psalm, and responding to every other line by Hallelujah. 
In Psalm 118, besides the first, other three lines were repeated 
(“Save now, I beseech thee, Jahveh: O Jahveh, I beseech 
thee, send now prosperity. Blessed be he that cometh in the 
name of Jahveh”). 

& The passage of the Jordan was made on “ the tenth day 
of the first month” (Josh. 4: 19), the anniversary of that on 
which, forty years previously, the Israelites had set apart 
their paschal lambs (Exod. 12: 3). All between these two 
dates seemed but a great parenthesis, On the evening of that 
day the memorial stones, taken from out of the bed of the 
Jordan, were set up in Gilgal. 

We can now, with fuller understanding of its import, try 
to realize the scene. Three days of outward and inward 
preparation had passed when, as directed by their officers, 
the people marched forward, following the leadership of the 
ark as the symbol of God’s presence. They were to keep a 
reverent distance of two thousand cubits, which was af.er- 
wards the measure of a Sabbath day’s journey. (The cubit was 
five handbreadths for utensils and furniture, but six hand- 
breadths for buildings.) At that distance, all that happened 
could be kept in view. As the feet of the priests who, as 
directed in the law, bore the ark, touched the river-banks, 
the waters of Jordan were stayed “a great way off, at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zarethan” (vy. 16, Rev. Ver.), while the 
lower waters would be rapidly drained into the Dead Sea. 
The locality of the two places where the diversion of the 
Jordan began has not been exactly ascertained, but it is safe 
to assume it at about six hours north from where the passage 
was effected. (For an excellent account of the Jordan and 
its bankb, comp. Robinson’s “ Biblical Researches,” Eng. ed., 
Vol. L, pp. 537-544.) From the extent of the river-bed 
which was left dry, the passage would be accomplished with 
comparative ease and rapidity. The priests, with the ark, 
meanwhile remained in the middle of the river-bed till all 
the people had passed over. 

But the two great permanent lessons of the eveut were 
to Israel and to the nations. To Israel it was, that “the 
living God” was among them (v. 10); and to the nations, 
that Jahveh, whose ark went before Israel, was “the Lord of 
all the earth” (v. 13). 
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“THE WATERS SAW THEE; THEY 
WERE AFRAID.” 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D, 


The arrangement of the narrative of the passage of Jordan, 
which occupies chapters 3 and 4, is remarkable, and has led 
to suggestions of interpolation and blending of two accounts, 
which are quite unnecessary. It is divided into four sections, 
—the preparations (Josh. 3 : 1-6), the passage (Josh. 3: 7-17), 
the lifting of the memorial stones from the river’s bed and the 
fixing of one set of them in it (Josh. 4: 1-14), the return of the 
waters, and the erection of the second set of memorial stones 
at Gilgal (Josh. 4; 15-24). 

Each section closes with a summary of the whole transac- 
tion, after the common manner of Old Testament history, 
which gives to a hasty reader the impression of confusion 
and repetition; but a little attention shows a very symmetri- 
cal arrangement, negativing the possibility of interpolation. 
The iast three sections are all built on the same lines. In 
each there is a triple division ——God’s command to Joshua, 
Joshua’s communication of it to the people, and the actual 
fact, fulfilling these. So each stage passes thrice before the 
view, and the impressiveness of the history is heightened by 
our seeing it first in the mirror of the divine Word, and then 
in the orders of the commander before we see it as a thing 
actually happening. 

Verses 5 and 6 of our lesson belong to the section which 
deals with the preparation. General instructions had been 
already issued, that the host was to follow the ark, leaving 
twe thousand cubits between them and it; but nothing had 





been said as to how Jordan was to be crossed. No doubt 
many @ question and doubt had been muttered by the watch- 
fires, as the people looked at the muddy, turbid stream, 
swirling in flood. The spies probably managed to swim it, 
but that was a feat worthy to be named in the epitaph of 
heroes (1 Chron. 12: 15), and impossible for the crowd of 
all ages and both sexes which followed Joshua, There was 
the rushing stream, swollen as it always is in harvest. How 
were they to get over? 
over against them, chose to fall upon them as they were 
struggling across, what could hinder utter defeat? No doubt, 
ali that was canvassed, in all sorts of tones; but no inkling 
of the miracle seems to have been given. 

God often opens his hand by one finger at a time, and leaves 
us face to face with some plain but difficult duty, without let- 
ting us see the helps to its performance, till we need to use 
them. If we go right on the road which he has traced out, 
it will never lead us into a blind alley. The mountains will 
open before us as we come near what looked their im- 
passable wall; and some narrow gorge or other, wide enough 
to run a track through, but not wide enough to be noticed 
before we are close on it, will be sure to open. The attitude 
of expectation of God’s help, while its nature is unrevealed, 
is kept up in Joshua’s last instruction, The people are bid- 
den to sanctify themselves, because to-morrow the Lord will 
do wonders among them. That sanctifying was not external, 
but included the hallowing of spirit by docile waiting for his 
intervention, and obedience while the manner of it was hid- 
den. The secret of to-morrow is partly made known, and the 
faith of the people is nourished by the mystery remaining, as 
well as by the light given. The best security for to-morrow’s 
wonders is to-day’s sanctifying. 

The command to the priests discloses to them.a little more, 
in bidding them pass over before the people, but the addi- 
tional disclosure would only be an additional trial of faith; 
for the silence as to how so impossible a command was to be 
made possible is absolute. The swollen river had obliterated 
all fords; and how were priests, staggering under the weight 
of the ark on their shoulders, to “ pass over”? The question 
is not answered till the ark is on their shoulders! To-day 
often sees to-morrow’s duty without seeing how it is to be 
done. But the bearers of the ark need never fear but that 
the God to whom it belongs will take care of it and of them. 
The last sentence of verse 6 is the anticipatory summary 
which closes each section. 

In verses 7-17 we have the narrative of the actual crossing, 
in its three divisions of God’s command (vs. 7, 8), Joshua's 
repetition of it (vs. 9-13), and the historical fact (vs./14-17). 
The final instructions were only given on the morning of the 
day of crossing. The report of God’s commands given in 
verses 7 and 8 is condensed, as is evident from the fuller 
statement of them in Joshua’s address to the people, which 
immediately follows. In it Joshua is fully aware of the 
manner of the miracle and of the details of the crossing, but 
we have no record of his having received them. The sum- 
mary of that eventful morning’s instructions to him empha- 
sizes first the bearing of the miracle on his reputation. The 
passage of the Red Sea had authenticated the mission of 
Moses to the past generation, who, in consequence of it, “be- 
lieved God and his servant Moses.” The new generation are 
to have a parallel authentication of Joshua’s commission. It 
is noteworthy that this is not the purpose of the miracle 
which the leader announces to the people in verse 10. It 
was a message from God to himself, a kind of gracious whis- 
per meant for his own encouragement. What a thought to fill 
a man’s heart with humble devotion, that God would work 
such a wonder in order to demonstrate that he was with him! 
And what a glimpse of more to follow lay in that promise, 
“This day will I begin to magnify thee” | 

The command to the priests in verse 8 is also obviously 
condensed ; for Joshua’s version of it, which follows, is much 
more detailed, and contains particular instructions, which 
must have been derived from the divine werd to him on that 
morning. 

We may pass on, then, to the second division of the narra- 
tive; namely, Joshua’s communication of God’s commands to 
the people. Observe the form which the purpose of the 
miracle assumes there, It is the confirmation of the divine 
presence, not with the leader, but with the people and their 
consequent victory, Joshua grasped the inmost meaning of 
God's word to himself, and showed noble self-suppression, 
when he thus turned the direction of the miracle. The true 
servant of Gyd knows that God is with him, not for his per- 
sonal glorification, but for the welfare of God’s people, and 
cares little for the estimation in which men hold him, if they 
will only believe that the conquering God is with them. We 
too often make great leaders and teachers in the church 
opaque barriers to hide God from us, instead of transparent 
windows through which he shines upen his people. We are 
a great deal more ready to say “God is with him,” than to 
add, “and therefore God is with us, in our Joshuas, and with- 
out them.” 

Observe the grand emphasis of that name, “the living 
God,” tacitly contrasted with the dead idols of the enemies, 
and sealing the assurance of his swift and all-conquering 


And if the people of Jericho, right / 





might. Observe, too, the triumphant contempt in the enu- 


Bs 
tietation of the many tribes of the foe with their q 
names. Five of them had been enough, wien nameq by the | 
spies trembling lips, to terrify the congregation, by her 
the list of thé whole seven but strengthens confidence, Faith 
delights to look steadily at its enemies, knowing that the one 
Helper is more than they all. This catalogue breathes the 
same spirit as Puul’s rapturous list of the foes impotent to 
separate from the love of God. Mark, too, the long-drawn 
out designation of the ark, with its accumulation of nouns, 
which grammatical puristg have found difficult,—“ the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord of all the earth;” where it leads 
they need not fear tofollow. It was the pledge of his Presence, 
it contained the ten words on which his covenant was con 
cluded, That covenant enlisted on their side him who wa 
Lord of the swollen tiver as of all the fierce clans beyond; 
and with his ark in front, their victory was sure. If eye 
the contemplation of his power and covenant relation wag 
in place, it was on that morning, as Israel stood ranked fo 
the march that was to lead them through Jordan, and to 
plant their feet on the soil of Canaan. Nor must we omit 
the peculiar appropriateness of this solemn designation, og 
the occasion of the ark’s first becoming the leader of the 
march. Hitherto it had been carried in the centre; now it 
was moved to the van, and took the place of the pillar, which 
blazed no more. But the guidance was no less divine, The 
simple coffer which Bezaleel had made was as august and 
reliable a symbol of Giod’s presence as the pillar; and the 
tables of the law, shut in it, were henceforth to be the best 
directors of the nation. 

Then follows the command to elect twelve representatives 
of the tribes, for a purpose not yet explained; and then, a 
the last moment, the manner of crossing is disclosed, to the 
silencing of wise doubters and the confirmation of ignorant 
faith. The brief anticipatory announcement of the miracle 
puts stress on the arrest of the waters at the instant when the 
priests’ feet tuuched them, and tells what is to befull the 
arrested torrent above the point where the ark stood, saying 
nothing about the lower stretch of the river, and just hinting 
by one word, “heap,” the parallel between this miracle and 
that of the passing of the Red Sea: “The floods stood upright 
as an heap” (Exod. 15: 8), 

Verses 14-17 narrate the actual crossing. One long sem 
tence, like the roll of an Atlantic wave, or a long-drawn shout 
of triumph, masses together the stages of the march; the 
breaking up of the encampment; the solemn advance of 
the ark, watched by the motionless crowd; its approach to 
the foaming stream, running bank-full, as is its wont in the 
early harvest months; the decisive moment when the naked 
feet of the priests were dipped in the water. What a hush 
of almost painful expectation would fall on the gazers| 
Then, with a rush of triumph, the long sentence pours on, 
like a river escaping from some rocky gorge, and tells the 
details of the transcendant fact. Looking up stream, the 
water “stood;” and, as the flow above went on, it wa 
dammed up, and, as would appear, swept back to a point not 
now known,-but apparently some miles up. Looking down 
the course, the water flowed naturally to the Dead Sea; and, 
in effect, the whole bed southwards was quickly left bare, 
giving room for the advance of the people with wide-extended 
front, while the priests, with the ark on their shoulders, stood 
silent in the midst of the bed, between the heaped waters and 
the hasting host. Verse 17 gives the usual summary sentence, 
which partly anticipates what is still to follow, but here 
comes in with special force, as gathering up the whole wor 
derful scene, and recounting once more, and not without a 
ring of astonished triumph, how the priests stood firm on dry 
ground in that strange place, and “until all the nation were 
passed clean over Jordan.” 

From verses 7 and 10 we learn the purpose of this miracle 
as being twofold. It was intended to put the seal of God's 
approbation on Joshua, and to hearten the people by the 


‘assurance of God’s fighting forthem. The leader was thereby 


put on the level of Moses, the people on that of the gener® 
tion before whom the Red Sea had been divided. The parallel 
with that event is obvious and significant. The mirage which 
led Israel into the wilderness is repeated as they pass from it 
The first stage of their deliverance, and the second, are begun 
with analogous displays of divine power. The same arm 
which cleft the sea is stretched out, after all sins, for the ne¥ 
generation, and is not shortened that it cannot save. od 
does not disdain to duplicate his wonders, even for very ¥ 
worthy servants. The unchanging, long-suffering patience, 
and the unwearied strength to which all generations in su 
cession can turn with confidence, are wonderfully set forth by 
these two miracles, And though we have passed into the 
higher stage, where miracle has ceased, the principle which 
dictated the parallelism still holds good, and we too can look 
back to all these ancient wonders, and be sure that they a@ 
done over and over again, according to our needs. “As W® 
have heard, so have we seen,” might have been Israel’s 300 
that day, as it may be ours every day. 

The beautiful application made of the parted waters of 
Jordan in Christian literature, which sees in them the prop! 
ecy of conquered death, is perhaps scarcely in accordance with 
truth, for the divided Jordan was the introduction, not # 
paace, but to warfare, But it is too deeply impressed on it 
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heart to be lightly put aside, and we may well allow faith and 
hope to discern in the stream, whose swollen waters shrink 
backwards as 800n as the ark is borne into their turbid and 
* ywift current, an emblem of that dark flood that rolls between 

the host of God and their home, and was dried up as soon 
as the pierced foot of the Christ touched its cold waters, 

What aileth thee, thou sea, that thou fleest; thou Jordan, 
that thou turnest back? Christ has gone up before us, He 
has shaken his hand over the river, and caused men to go 
ever dry shod. 

Manchester, ’ England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D, 
AT THE DIVIDED RIVER. 
It is no more difficult to believe that water can be divided 
in a mass, and stand upright as a heap, than to believe that 


Mississippis and Niagaras can rise from the ocean, fly over 
mountains, and come back from the sea to the hills to go 





again (Eccl. 1:7). The last is done every day; the first, 
four times in known history. 
miracles easy for God. He chooses the harvest-time, when 
the hot sun on snow-crowned Hermon is flooding the valley 
above the Jordan banks, for the crossing. He does not hurry 
the people, they hasten themselves. Let the floods roar, and 
the heaps rise tumultuously. He bindeth the floods from 
overflowing till the last weary child is over, and the ark 
gone up. 

That the people might not be scared by the swelling floods, 
he seems to have heaped them up far above the crossing. He 
tempers the wind to the lamb that has been shorn of its wool, 
and his grandeurs to the timidities of men. 

In every crisis of life, sanctify yourself, for the Lord will 
do wonders (v.5). He sends the sign of his presence before 
them. He is willing to risk his ark in the river, when he 
divides it, and let it stay there to hearten the feeble, till every 
last one is on the farther shore. 

God does not put a man in Moses’ place without showing him 
the same favor in his own heart, and before the people (v. 7). 

There is a Jordan before all of us, and a Canaan beyond. We 
shall go over dry-shod if we take God’s time and way and 
presence at the crossing. May the Joshua named Jesus lead us! 

Denver, Colo, 





[ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Sonctify yourselves: for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you (v. 5). The Lord wants his people to do their 
part in making ready for his wonders in their behalf, It is 
not that he needs their preparation, but that they need it. 
When he has promised a special blessing to them, it is their 
duty to be in a state to receive it; and if they fail to make 
ready, they must suffer for their lack. The guest who had 
not on a wedding garment at the wedding feast, not only lost 
the privileges of the entertainment, but he was punished for 
his failure to show fitting respect to the king who had invited 
him. The first Joshua told the Israelites to sanctify them- 
selves to-day; for the Lord would do wonders among them 
to-morrow. The greater than Joshua tells His servants to 
sanctify themselves to-day; for He may come among them 
himself even sooner than to-morrow. “Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watch- 
ing.” “Watch, therefore: for ye know not on what day your 
Lord cometh.” 

This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, 
that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee 
(v.7). The magnifying of Joshua before the people was in 
order to God’s glory, not to the glory of Joshua. It*was to 
promote faith in God, not faithin Joshua. It was not toshow 
that Joshua was as good as Moses; but it was to show that 
God was now as good to Joshua as he had before been to 
Moses, The one failure of Moses had been in his taking 
credit to himself instead of giving it to God; in his empha- 
sizing what trials he had with the thirsty aad murmuring 
people, instead of dwelling on God’s loving and patient care 
of them, And now God was giving Joshua a trial, to see 
Whether he would honor God, without any such failure as 
Moses had been guilty of. Wherever one finds himself as 
God’s representative before others, let him see to it that he 
bears himself as one whoin God is using; not as one who is 
using God. Pastor, parent, teacher, writer, ruler, physician, 
~—in whatever place one is called to act by the help, and in 
the strength, of God,—let him, in all his work, stand as for 
God; and for all his successes let him give—and have others 
&'ve—to God the glory. 

A Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God (v. 9). 
That was a good way of putting it. Joshua didn’t say, Come 
hither, and hear my words; nor did he say, Come hither and 
hear the words of Moses ; but, Come hither and hear the 
Words of the Lord your God. And that is a good way for any 
man of God to phrase a call to the house of God, or to the place 
of Bible study, or to the gathering for social worship. Men 


We need not try to make | on, however, at the closed gate, or it will continue closed. 


of the Lord their God, rather than to hear the word of the 
man, their preacher. Do they, though? Children—and 
older folks also—ought to go to Sunday-school, not so much 
to hear the words of their teacher, or their superintendent, 
as to hear the words of the Lord their God. That would in 
itself make every Sunday-school a Bible-school; wouldn't it? 
There is no more impressive declaration possible than a 
“Thus saith the Lord.” There is no more important invita- 
tion than, “Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord 
your God.” 

When the soles of the feet of the priests... shall rest in the 
waters, ... the waters... shall be cut off (v.13). That is the 
way of the Lord’s road-building for his children. He never 
builds a bridge of faith except under the feet of the faith- 
filled traveler. If God built the bridge a rod ahead, it 
wouldn’t be a bridge of faith. That which is of sight is not 
of faith. There is a self-opening gate which is sometimes 
used on country roads, It stands fast and firm across the 
road as a traveler approaches it. If he stops before he gets 
to it, it won’t open. But if he will drive right at it, his 
wagon-wheels press the springs below the roadway, and the 
gate swings back to let him through. He must push right 


This gate doesn’t work entirely well in practice, because it 
isn’t the Lord’s patent. But it does well as an illustration, 
however it rates as an investment. And its plan illustrates 


the way to pass every barrier on the road of duty. Whether 


God has to do, is to go for it. If it is a river, it will dry up, 
when you put your feet in its waters. If it is a gate, it will 


ing on. 
flinching, to where you thought it was. 
and it won’t be there! 


the midst of Jordan (v. 17). 


station. 
Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 


BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


before the people ever touched the banks of the sea. 


waters abated at all. 


on their faith than he c..uld forty years before. 


people in this crisis of their history. 
them, not with the usual width of about eighty to one hun 
its banks and broadening out to a width of at least one thou 


were to break camp and start. 


borne right into the very waters of the river. To go for 


who were anxiously watching their performances. To fai 
here would be to fail in all their future hopes. But 


let no evil befall them. If his presence went before them, al 
would be well. 





snd women too—ought to go to church to hear the words 





that barrier is a river, a gate, or a mountain, all the child of 


fly open—when you are near enough to it, and are still push- 


The priests that bare the ark . . . stood’ firm on dry ground in 
But the priests would never have 
had that firm standing-place on dry ground in the river-bed, 
if they hadn’t pushed right down into the waters of the Jor- 
dan while those waters gave no sign of drying up, or of hold- 
ing back. Nor is this the only time that the bed of a river, 
laid bare by faith, has made firm standing-ground for the 
servants of God. If you were to ask the men of God, and 
the women of God, whom you know to-day, what best vantage- 
ground they ever gained in life, they would, one and all, tell 
you, that it was the rescued site of some seemingly impass- 
able barrier in their path; a barrier which they moved up 
to in faith—when, of course, it disappeared. There are poor 
doubters who never gained such a foothold. If you would 
have such a standing-place, you must go for it in faith, 
nothing doubting. And if you do attain to it, you will thank 
God most heartily for enabling you to reach such a privileged 


The circumstances of the crossing of the Jordan differed 
somewhat from those of the crossing of the Red Sea. In the 
case of the Red Sea, the waters were driven back by the wind 
But in 
the case of the crossing of the river, there was more faith 
required; for the priests were to enter the flood before the 
This is stated repeatedly. It was as 
though God felt that the people had had so many expe- 
riences of his power, that now he could make larger demands 
Thus it often 
is with us. As we grow older in the Christian life, God asks 
larger things of us than when we first begin to walk in his 
ways. For we are stronger than we were. Let the teacher 
call the attention to the way in which God dealt with his 


1. He Tested Their Faith—There lay the Jordan before 
dred feet, but (by reason of the spring rains) overflowing all 


sand feet. But before a drop of water abated, the people 
The precious atk was to be 


ward under these circumstances required considerable faith 
on the part of the people; for if the waters should fail to 
recede, they would become the laughing-stock of the nations 


2. God Al‘o Encouraged Their Faith—This he did in two 
ways. First, by sending the ark of the covenant of his pres- 
ence before them. This was to them a token that God would 


But, second, God promised that as soon as 
the feet of the priests that bare the ark touched the waters, 
they should cease to flow, and thus the way would be pre- | just now; let us look at matters that are vital to your eternal 
pared for the people to follow. Their faith was to be put to 
the test, but it was not to be so severely tried that it would 
break. Partly they were to walk by faith, but partly they 


were given the assistance of sight. In this way their faith 

was to be encouraged. In the third place, we find that 

8. God Rewarded Their Faith—That they had true faith is 

evident from their works, They believed God enough to 

enable them to start for the river. However many misgivings 

they may have had by the way, they had faith enough to 

march, and that was all that was necessary So soon as the 

feet of the priests touched the waters they receded, and, held 

back by miraculous power, a way was made for the armies of 

the people to go over on dry ground. As soon as they were all 

over safely, the waters returned to their channel, and Israel 

was shut into the land of promise. Their wanderings of forty 

years were at an end, and the promise was fulfilled to them 

that they should enter the land. How singular must have 

been their thoughts, and especially how strangely must Caleb 

and Joshua have felt, as they saw the waters rushing past and 
the river again rolling between them and their desert home] 

All this is but an object-lesson for the believer of modern 
days. That river Jordan is not the only river that God’s 

people have ever had to cross, The Jordan of Canaan stands 

for any difficulty which the Lord commands us to encounter, 
Between us and the goal at which we are aiming, there is 
often some wide Jordan which, at the time, seems to us to be 
very peculiarly broad, At another time, when the stream is 
not so wide, we think that we might dare to make the attempt, 
but just now the thing seems too hazardous. We think we 
had better wait for a little, until the waters abate. So we 
stand on the brink shivering, and dare not plunge into the 
waves. How many a sinner has felt thus, as he has heard 
the call of God to him to forsake his sins! If only this or 
that were a little different, he thinks he might venture, but 


If it is a mountain, it will be lifted up and cast | just now the opportunity seems hardly propitious. To the 
into the sea—when you have come squarely up, without 
Is there a great 
barrier across your path of duty just now? Just go for it; 


believer the same temptation comes, as he faces some duty, 
and recognizes that it is a duty, while yet he shrinks from it 
to-day. To-morrow, he argues, will be a more favorable sea« 
son; and so he too refuses to step boldly into the flood. We 
all are inclined to ask that the billows may cease flowing 
before we are called to descend into their very midst. Is it 
not so? Let the example of this people, whom we have so 
often condemned with a kind of superior feeling of virtue, 
spur us to better ways of heeding thecommandof God, All 
that we need to be sure of, is that we have the command of 
God. Sure of that, there is only one thing to be done by 
the believer, and that is to go ahead, If God says, “Go into 
the water, and when you get there the way will be made 
clear,” we may be sure that in due time the waters will cease, 
Ours is to go ahead, and God’s business is to see that the 
waters abate. If we do our part, we need not fear but what 
he will do his, 

As a rule, those who go ahead will find that God does not 
put their faith to a greater strain than he did that of the 
Israelites. For as soon as the feet of the priests touched the 
water, the way began at once to be made more clear. So it 
often is; as soon as we begin to do as we are bidden, the waters 
begin to part, and before long the way is as clear as it is poe 
sible for it to be. “It is the first step that costs,” is a proverb 
as true in religious matters as things secular. Many an 
undertaking that seemed impossible when we started, has 
become very easy before we were done with it. Like the tem 
lepers who were told to go and show themselves to the priests 
before a spot of their leprosy had departed from them, but 
who as they went were cleansed, so it happens to the people 
of God; as they go, they receive the fullness of blessing, 
whereas had they waited for that until they were willing to 
start, they would have received nothing at all. How many 


because you have refused to move until the whole way was 
made clear to you? You can at least go as far as the brink 
of the water, and even put your feet into the water, without 
being drowned. Why not try that much, and see what will 
happen? Is it not worth the while? 

New York Oity. 





A LAYMAN’S HINTS. 
; BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


There is a certain boy of fifteen who will give his Sunday- 
-}school teacher trouble when this lesson comes up. He is 
going to discredit the miraculous passage of the Jordan, 
What shall the teacher do,—reprimand him, put him out of 
-| the class? God forbid. What then,—enter into a long 
debate with him on the authenticity of scriptural miracles? 
No, he has made that mistake twice before with this very 
same boy, and has charged himself never again to forget that 
1} no unconverted mind—or, rather, heart—this boy’s heart is 
unconverted—is really ready for the question of the authen- 
ticity of ancient miracles, Not that he cannot enter intelli- 
gently, and even impartially, into the question until he is 
converted, or can always‘unerringly do so when he is; but 
1 | that it is not a question whose right settlement involves his 
salvation. So this teacher has about made up his mind te 
say to this boy; ‘“‘ Never mind the genuineness of the miracle 


interests, whether you ever settle the miracle question or not, 
—matters that do not depend upon its settlement.” 





blessings do you suppose you have failed to receive simply _ 


But suppose the boy replies, “The miracle in this lesson 
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lies at the foundation and centre of its whole teaching,” what 
shall the teacher say? He can kindly say and easily show 
that it does not, and so may even, eventually, save that boy’s 
soul from death, though possibly it may be that in heaven 
for the first time he may say, “ Well, those miracles were 
Miracles, after all.” 

And first the tacher may show that the miracle is recorded 
as occurring to make plain to Israel two great truths which 


‘Christ Jesus says a man—or a boy—is all the more blessed if 


he believes withont the testimony of extraordinary signs and 
wonders,—that God is a living, present God, working out in 
nature his definite, benevolent designs, and faithful to protect 
and reward all who willingly seek to put themselves into 
harmony with his government, and to punish those who 
refuse. “Hereby ”—that is, by the event narrated in the 
last two verses of the lesson—“ ye shall know that the living 
God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out 
from before you the Canaanite.” 

But suppose, again, that the boy replies: “I don’t believe 
that either. At least, I don’t believe you can prove it. My 
father is an acnostic”’ What shall the teacher say? Ile 
can say, “ Why, that was just the trouble of the children of 
Israel; they could not believe—or, at least, they were every 
little wlile forgetting to believe—these very things about 
God. Their whole history from Egypt to the Jordan and 
beyond is but the history of how a patient, loving God built 
up this belief in them, And notice the foundation on which 
he built it: the consent of their affections, My boy, I do not ask, 
“Do you believe?” “the devils also believe, and tremble;” 
but would you be glad to know that these things—not the 
mirncles, but these truths about Gol—are true? If so, then 
you wish you did feel fully justified in believing them. Now 
to this attitude God has a merciful and loving answer. It is 
that if you will simply sincerely covenant to act and live as 
if you believed them, he will prove them to you to your satis- 
faction and reward, “Sanctily yourself,” put your heart— 
your affections and desires—in willing expectation of God,— 
swear enmity to sin, set before you the ark of the covenant, 
—the covenant to take on trust this God to be your God and 
his moral law to be your moral law,—and “ only be strong 
and very courageous” to attempt whatever seemingly impos- 
sible thing lies in the path of his plain commandment, and 
you shal! see Jordan divide, and shall enter into a better 
Canaan than Joshua's, “even”—and even here on earth— 
“aheavenly.” For you shall then know what now you can 
scarcely understand, that only be in harmony with God, and 
“every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon” 
shall be yours. 

Chicago, Ill, 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


What was the name of the new leader for the Israelites? 
What river near their encampment? What land just in 
sight? Ilow long they had waited and hoped for the 
time to enter that land! How they wanted to have for 
the first time in all their lives a home! How eagerly 
they looked across the river to the broad pastures and the 
green hillsides! 

To-morrow.—The word went through the camp,—to-mor- 
row, to-morrow! What busy preparation there had been! 
Before that message, officers had been sent to every tent with 
word, Prepare your foo !,—be all ready,—“ for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan.’ They looked: the 
river was wide, swollen over all its banks; it was the month 
of April, the harvest-time for grain which had grown in 
winter and ripened in early spring. They saw the rushing 
river. Did they say, “It is of no use to be told to arise and 
go over, if we cannot get across”? How do people cross 
rivers now? There were no bridges then, and they had no 
boats, The grown people might have said, Forty years ago 
to-morrow God told Moses to say to our fathers, “Go for- 
ward,” and before them was the Red Sea. He led them 
safely through the sea, and he can take their children across 
the river. What was the watchword given to Joshua and 
all the people? Well might they be strong and of good 
courage when they heard the word, “To-morrow the Lord 
will do wonders among you.” What had he been doing 
among them for more than forty years? 

The Ark—The next day Joshua spoke to the priests: 
“Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the 
people.” Where was the ark kept? How could they take 
it? It was so holy that hands could not touch it; but it was 
made with rings of gold on the corners, and there were rods 
of hard wood, called staves, covered with gold. These were 
put through the rings, and by them the priests lifted and 
carried the ark. What was the lid of the ark called? What 
bending figures were upon the cover? Why was it called 
the “ark of the covenant”? What was our first golden text 


for last quarter? The priests were to stand where all the 
people could see them and the ark they held. But could 
that sacred thing which belonged in the most holy place, 
where only the high-priest could go once a year,—could the 
gold angels and the blood-sprinkled mercy-seat be brought 
into common sight in the broad light of day? That had all 





been arranged when God gave Moses the patterns of things 
in the mountain. When the congregation were to move, the 
priests and his sons were to come and take down the em- 
broidered veil, cover the ark, put over that the covering of 
badger-skins, and then over all a covering of blue. No one 
should come near, but there should be an open space of almost 
three-quarters of a mile away from any of the people; for if 
they had crowded close tothe priests, none but those nearest 
could see. ; : 

The River Brink.—Joshua told the priests who carried the 
ark that when they came to the brink of the water, they 
should stand still. Then he called to the people, “Come 
hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God.” He said 
they might know that the living God was among them, and 
that he would drive out all their enemies from the Promised 
Land. When they saw the ark, they were to know it was 
the sign of his presence with them. (The teacher may refer 
to the map commenced last week, and can add to it in suc- 
ceeding lessons.) 

The Feet of the Priests—The people were all ready, tents 
folded, little children holding to some strong hand which 
would lead them; and there, among the oleander bushes, 
thousands and thousands stood looking at the flowing water, 
waiting for the order to cross over. They saw the priests 
begin to march; their feet touched, “dipped in the brim of 
the water;” the waters ceased to flow, and seemed to roll 
back from their steps. Far above them, higher up the 
river, the waters gathered and rose.in heaps, as if the roll- 
ing stream had suddenly changed to a wall of piled-up rock. 
The priests walked on, the groufd was dry under their 
feet; they went to the middle of the river, and rested their 
precious burden, 

Over Jordan.—The word of command was given. Just as 
an army would follow a great flag, so they watched the blue- 
covered ark across the dry river-bed to the other bank, while 
the priests stood in sight of all, in the middle of the pass. 
They were all soon safely acro-s the Jordan; their feet stood 
upon the promised land.» What had God said about every 
place they should stand upon? Just as sure as that solid 
ground was under their feet beyond the river, so sure they 
had found every promise of God to them; just so sure is every 
word to-day. What is the promise in our golden text? Was 
it true for every one who crossed the Jordan that day? Yes, 
but it did not mean the Israelites; for the verse was not 
written until hundreds of years after. The story of their 
going is kept for us like a picture, to show the meaning of 
Isaiah’s words,. The Bible is full of God’s pictures to teach 
us the way to heaven. The story of the wilderness years and 
all God’s care is a picture of our life-journey. The troubles 
of life are often called a flood, and sometimes it seems as it 
did to one who wrote in great trouble, “ All thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me.” Even little children have 
great sorrows sometimes; but Jesus knows every tear, and 
loves and pities. For every time of trouble God has said, 
“T will be with thee” Was there anything fearful in the 
quick crossing of the Jordan in the sunshine on a spring day 
and in sight of the sign which proved God’s presence? So 
Jesus will be with every one who trusts him; he will give 
rest, like a promised land, to the heart in this life, and make 
the way easy and plain even to the end. In every trouble of 
life and in death we are sale; for he says, “I will be with thee.” 

Louisville, Ky. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D. 


“Tiwe oF Harvest.”—This refers, of course, to the Jor- 
dan Valley, for the difference between harvest time there 
and in the mountains varies from two to five weeks. The 
“first month” when the Hebrews crossed the Jordan would 
correspond to a part of March and April. I am frequently 
asked if the Jordan Valley is now inhabited, and if the land 
there is tilled? Many square miles of it are under cultiya- 
tion, but the work is done chiefly by people who live in the 
mountains, I have passed through wheat-fields that were 
miles in extent, and have noticed as many as three different 
stages in the growth of the crop. The Arabs explained that 
it was sown at three different times, so that it might not all 
ripen at once. This is necessary, because they gather the 
grain by the slow process of reaping with sickles; and 
should a vast field ripen at once, they could not command 
men enough to harvest it properly. Thus, even in the valley, 
harvest-time may extend over two or more weeks, Again, 
there, as in every other part of the world, some seasons are 
earlier than others. The Jordan Valley is the winter resort 
of many of the Arab tribes in Bashan and Moab. During 
this season the climate there is as lovely as could be 
desired. The air is soft and mild, and green fields are on 
every hand. Scattered in little groups up and down the 
valley, I have counted thousands of black tents belonging to 
thove who had come down from the great table-land above, 
where the winds are cold and bleak. I suppose the Israelites 
came down from the mountains of Moab to enjoy the winter 
on the Shittim plain, covered, as it then was, with a rank 
growth of tropical vegetation, The abundance of fresh 
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water at their command, the grass and flowers, the mild x: 
must have filled them with delight after their rough experi. 
ence in the desert. They could not attempt the conqueg of 
the mountainous region west of the Jordan until the Winter 
storms were over. “Harvest-time” im the valley was 
early as it was practicable for them to enter upon the great 
campaign that was before them. 

THE Crossinc.—Having spent more than three months 
in the work of exploration in the Jordan Valley, | {eq 
familiar with every part of,it. One point to which I wish 
to call attention is the large mound called Damieh, nea 
the crossing of the route that leads between Gilead ang 
Shechem. It has ruins upon it, and appears to be wholly 
or in part artificial. There are some atguments in fayor oj 
this being the site of the Adam of our lesson, although this } 
do not attempt to prove. The Jordan valley is sixty miles long, 
and from six to twelve wide, and lengthwise through it the 
river has cut a channel for itself to a depth varying from 
fifty to one hundred feet. Down in this gorge the river flows 
through banks that are lined with canes and trees, The 
Jordan plain itself is never touched by the water of the 
river; that would be simply impossible. It is only the 
lower banks that are overflowed. This lower portion is 
referred to in books under the name of the “ Lower Ghor.” 
The soil is alluvial, and the banks and level places near them 
are frequently soft, so that the water can be apprcached only 
at certain points. I have known a mule with a light load to 
swim the river, and reach the opposite bank, where he found 
that he could not stand. He began to sink in the soft earth, 
and soon disappeared, load and all, and was lost forever, 
There was no way of getting to the animal or of saving him, 
During my work there, I came near suffering the same fate 
on two or three occasions. At a few places only the banks 
are firm, and there the water ean be reached with ease, and 
without danger. People have asked me, “If the river-bed 
was dry from the Dead Sea to Adam, thirty or forty miles 
above, why could not the Israelites have crossed anywhere?” 
What I have said will answer the question. Furthermore, 
at some points the river bottom is hard and pebbly; such 
points are chosen now by the Arabs for crossing, and the 
Israelites must have done the same, 

Andover, Mass, 


BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Tue Jorpan Forpep.—“ The river of descent” or “the 
descender” (as the name “ Yarden” in the original signifies), 
of whose swelling mention. is made even in Job 40: 23, and 
after whose name the Psalmist (Psa. 42: 6) calls the region of 
Palestine, whence, among others, the pilgrims would march 
with songs and praises to Jerusalem (Qimchi), owes its name 
to the rapidity with which, in spite of its innumerable turn- 
ings upon itself, it runs towards its repose in the Dead Sea, 
formerly “the valley of fruitful fields” before the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 14: 3, Rashi), We find 
Joshua with all Israel on the east side of the most sacredly 
celebrated river, without navigation and without bridges, 
just “right against Jericho” (Josh. 3: 16), at what nowa- 
days is called the Pilgrim’s Ford, identified by tradition as 
the place where the crossing took place. It is the third day 
afier their arrival there from Shittim, the first of which days 
was the last of the thirty days of Israel’s mourning for the 
death of Moses (Ra-hi), when “ Joshua said to the people, 
Sanctify yourselves,” that is, according to Onkelos, Rashi, 
RaSh BaM (R. Samuel b. Meir, grandson and disciple of 
Rashi), “Be ye prepared; for to-morrow, while ye furd the 
Jordan (Rashi), the Lord will do miracles (Onkelos) among 
you.” And when on the morrow the priests had taken the 
ark of the covenant from the hands of the Levites, and 
carried it before the people, Joshua said to the latter, “Come 
hither,” (vs. 6, 9), that is, “to this place near the ark, all the 
hundreds of thousands of you, that ye all of this great multi- 
tude become inspired by that which, in appearance small, 
represents the covenant of the Lord with all the earth, and 
thus teaches you that a living God is among you” (Midrash 
Rabba, Bereshith, chap. 5; Rashi). The following descrip- 
tion of the crossing is taken from Tr. Sota, 33a, On all other 
days the ark of the covenant was preceded by two standards, 
on this day the ark was at the head of all (v. 11); on all 
other days the Levites carried the ark, on this day the priests 
did it—as they did it also on the occasion of compassing the 
city of Jericho (v. 8), and of the ark being returned by the 
Philistines (1 Sam. 6:11). ,Then the priests at the head of 
the people were the first-to step into the waters of the Jordan, 
which in the same moment turned backwards (vs. 13, 16), 
and left the spot dry for them and their followers to pass 
over (v. 17). This took place on the tenth of Nisan (March), 
the month of the first fruits of the wheat harvest; and while 
the Israelites were crossing the river, the orders mentioned 
in chapter 4 were given and carried out (vs. 2-11). Joshua 
also said unto them during the passage, “ Be mindful of the 
object to be reached by your crossing the Jordan untouched 
by the waters, namely, that ye drive out all the inhabitants 
of the land, as ye are commanded by Moses, lest the tide of 
events will turn against you, and the inhabitants which ye 
let remain shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.” 


(See Num. 88 ;.61-66.) And all the people impressed by 
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the miracle of the upper waters of the Jordan standing still, 
gnanimously exelaimed, “Amen! Amen!” 


Philadelphia. ' 
BLACKBOARD HINTS. 











THE LIVING GOD AMONG US 


RIVING OUT ARRIORS. 
RYING UP ATERS. 
OING ONDERS. 





I WILL BE WITH THEE. 











ONE STEP AT A TIME. 





SANCTIFY YOURSELVES. 
COME HITHER AND HEAR. 
} - FOLLOW THE ARK. 
PASS OVER JORDAN. 





“For WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT.” 














HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“T’m nearer my home.” 

“Tn all my Lord’s appointed ways.” 
“On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand.” 
“ Come, we who love the Lord.” 

*‘T am bound for the land of Canaan.” 
“One by one we cross the river.” 
“Press forward and fear not.” 





QUESTION HINTS 
BY MIS8 ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Relate the story of the two spies (Josh. 2). How long were 
the spies out? Was it, or was it not, right and wise to send 
them? Should, or should not, human wisdom be applied to 
the work of the kingdom? How long, apparently, was Joshua 
in moving the Israelites from Shittim to the banks of the 
Jordan? (Josh. 8: 1, 2.) What was the usual order of 
march? (Num. 10; 14-28.) What order of march was 
Joshua commanded to observe? (Josh. 3: 3,4.) Why was 
the order changed ? 

What preparation is befitting those who would receive 
revelations of the Lord’s gracious power? (v. 5.) Hw did 
these Israelites sanctify themselves? (Exod. 19: 10; Lev. 11: 
41, 44, etc.) How can we prepare ourselves to receive greater 
measures of grace? (Heb. 10: 22.) In what sense only can 
any man be guiltless before God? (1 John 1: 7-10.) When 
was the pillar of cloud and of fire no longer needful? (v. 6.) 
What did the ark contain? How are our feet to be guided 
into the land of rest? (Psa. 119: 105.) Who had formerly 
carried the ark? (Num. 3: 30, 31.) Why was it now carried 
by the priests? (Heb. 4: 14.) How was Joshua’s authority 
established in the eyes of all the people? (v.7.) Name the 
points of similarity and dissimilarity in the passage of the 
Red Sea and of the Jordan. Where did the priests stand 
while the waters were divided? (v. 8.) Where did they 
stand while the Israelites passed over? (v.17.) What lesson 
of confidence does this fact suggest to each of God’s chosen 
ones? (Isa, 43:2; Psa. 23:4.) What assurance have we of 
ultimate victory over the enemies of our soul? (vs. 10, 11; 
1John 5:4.) Point out the terrfiory occupied by each of 
the nations named in verse 10. Tell what you know of these 
people. What provision did the Lord make for the preser- 
vation of the miracle at Jordan in the history of Israel? 

(vs. 12,18; Josh. 4: 4-7.) In what measure did God fulfill 
his promises made to his people through Joshua? (vs. 14-17.) 
In what season of the year was the Jordan crossed? Why 
Was the miracle particularly marked at this season? Strictly 
speaking, are there, or are there not, obstacles in the path of 
God's workings? (Psa. 88 : 6-9.) 

Philadelphia. 





BY EUGENE TAPPAN. 

Teachers’ Questions.—1. Why were the people to sanctify 
themselves? 2. What did Joshua tell the priests to do? 3. 
How far did the priests go when they went before the people? 
4. What words of God in the lesson are the same as in the last 
lesson ? 5. What did God tell Joshua to command the priests? 
6. Name together and explain the two commands to the priests. 
- How many natioris to be driven out did Joshua name? 8. 
cae was the sign that the nations would be driven out? 9. 
And it came to pass;” tell, in ‘a few words, what came to pass. 
10. What had happened just as the wonder came to pass? 11. 
hat was the appearance of the Jordan, looking up stream? 
12. What was the appearance of the Jordan, looking down 
stream? 13. Why would up stream and down stream différ 
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magnifying Joshua? 15. What effect would the miracle 
have on the people's faith? 16. How would crossing the 
Jordan cut off hope of retreat? 17, “Right against Jericho” 
means what? 18, At what time did the priests pass over the 
Jordan? 19. What does “clean” mean in the phrase “clean 
over”? 20. What is shown by the fact of harvest time? 21. 
Repeat the golden text. 22. From what prophecy is the golden 
text taken? 23, How does the main fact of the lesson suggest 
the golden text? 24. How is God with us in passing through 
trouble? 25. On which side of the Jordan lay Canaan proper? 
26. What circumstances were alike in the Red Sea crossing 
and in the Jordan crossing? 27, What circumstances were 
unlike in the two crossings? 

Superintendent’s Questions.-1, What water had the people 
crossed at the begitining of their journey? 2 What final 
crossing before entering Canaan? 8, How many years be- 
tween these two crossings? 4, What had become of the men 
of war who crossed the Red Sea? 5. Who stood on the brink 
of the Jordan while the people crossed? 6. On whith side of 
the people were the waters ina heap? 7. What became of 
the waters on the o:her side of the people? 8. What large 
city was right against the crossing? 

Boston, Mass. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


[In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times, Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels, Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.) 














THE RUN OF GERMAN THEOLOGY.* 


* How shall I keep the run of Gérman theology in all 
or any of its departments?” There are three Leipsic 
publications which serve that purpose: (1) The Theo- 
logische Literaturzeitung, edited by the younger Harnack 
and Edward Schiirer, and published fortnightly ; (2) the 
weekly Theologische Literaturblatt, edited by Luthardt; 
and (3) the yearly 7heologischer Jahresbericht, founded by 
Piinjer, and edited since his death by Professor Lipsius. 
The first-named of these publications furnishes the most 
elaborate scientific discussions, but represents the nega- 
tive-Liberal school in German theology. The second is 
the orthodox one of the three, and also the cheapest. 
But these two, while bringing the freshest intelligence, 
and covering what their editors regard as the most im- 
portant works, do not cover the whole field except in the 
way of bibliographical lists. The Jahresbericht attempts 
an annual review of every book, pamphlet, dissertation, 
and article of any Jnportance whatever, not only in the 
theological literature of Germany, but in that of the 
three Scandinavian kingdoms, and in Greece, Italy, 
France, Great Britain, and America. And it attempts 
this under a systematic classification, by which the dif- 
ferent provinces of the literature are divided up among 
twelve scholars, each of whom is responsible for the 
exhaustiveness of his list and the accuracy of his com- 
ments. It attempts this, yet it would be wrong 4o say 
that it achieves it. Indeed, the reviewers in each depart- 
ment announce their failures by affixing a + to the titles 
of publications which they know by title only; and, of 
course, they abstain from comments on these, except 
when they state the opinion expressed of them in some 
well-accredited review. The number of these, of course, 
is greater in foreign than in German literature, and they 
are seeking to reduce them in all. 

Quite early in the century an annual review of this 
kind was attempted by Deegen, and continued alter his 
death by Karl Zimmermann. But after 1830 there was 
nothing of the sort, except an occasional review of the 
literature of one department, perhaps for years back, in 
some of the theological quarterlies. Then W. Hauck 
started his encyclopedic review of German theological 
literature, which ran for a dozen years before it ceased. 
After an interval Pinjer started the present work, which 
has survived its founder, and is much better in its 
arrangement than anything that preceded it. 

To most American readers the great objection to it 
will be the standpoint of the editors. As a rule, they 
belong to the same group, the inheritors of the Tiibingen 





* Theologischer Jahresbericht. Unter Mitwirkung von Benrath, 
Bbhringer, Dreyer, Ehlers, Furrer, Hasenclever, Holtzmann, Kind 
Liidemann, Marbach, Nippold, Siegtried, Werner, Woltersdorf, 
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tradition in theology, whose views of the Old Testamefit ” 
have been formed by Duhm, whose theory of the God- 
consciousness of Obrist excludes any “ metaphysical 
deity” in him, who regard the writteri Gospels as prod- 
udts of the second century, and who minimize what is 
distinctive and characteristic in Christianity. They ate 
not radicals by any means. They have as little sym- 
pathy with materialism, anarchic socialism, and other 
forms of anti-Christianism, as have their orthodox brethi- 
ren. But they are minimizers as regards the positive, 
the historical, the biblical, elements of Christian doctrine, 
And this tells upon their critical judgment of books, 
No man can escape the limitation of his own position, 
especially if it be a paiiisan position, To these men, as 
to others, some books seem abler than. they are, because 
these books re-echo their own opinions, and others less 
able than they are, bécause these antagonize their opin- 
ions. And they speak with an ex cathedra air of what 
is “scientific”? and what is “ unscientific,’—what is in 
“harmony with the latest results,” and what “ reproduces 
an obsolete state of opinion.” To hear them, one would 
think the whole movement of theology is finding its 
goal in just that compromise between orthodoxy and 
unbelief in which they have come to a rest. All this is 
combined with a wish to be fair to those from whom they 
differ, which finds expression in praise for orthodox 
scholars whose special lines of investigation do not bring 
them into distinct antagonism to their own. We speak 
thus frankly, while commending the Jahresbericht to our 
readers, in the belief that “forewarned is forearmed” 
in such matters. 
The work, although generally up to a high level, is 
unequal, It is a surprise to find Friedrich Nippold, 
the biographer of Richard Rothe and the historian of 
the modern Church, the worst of the sixteen writers of 
the present volume. In point of inaccuracy and parti- 
sanship his work is the poorest in the book; and this is 
the more to be regretted as he gives the last six pages to 
Anglo-American Protestantism. Perhaps the best is the 
department devoted to dogmatics and related topics, 


Very good, indeed, is Karl Benrath’s treatment of 
“Chureh History from 1517 to 1700,” and vastly better 
than might have been expected from a Liberal is Otto 
Dreyers handling of the literature of preaching and 
edification; but it is especially defective as regards the 
English and American literature of the subject,—noticing 
only three English and two American books, and ignor- 
ing the homiletical periodicals of both countries. Indeed, 
it is impossible to regard the work as at al] satisfactory in 
dealing with American literature; for, although it has 
notices of some sixty-four books and two hundred and 
twelve articles from our side of the Atlantic, yet all but 
a few of these belong to exegetics, modern church his- 
tory, dogmatic theology, and the controversy over mission 
policy. But in comparing this seventh volume with its. 
predecessors, there is to be seen a growing desire to 
include American literature, with which American 
authors, editors, and pubiishers should co-operate by 
sending their works for notice, or at least mention, 

Among the special points of interest for this year there 
may be noticed. the controversy over Vischer’s theory 
that the Book of the Revelation is a Christian recast of 
a Jewish apocalyse (pp. 109-111, 118-121); the contro 
versy over the origin of the episcopate started by Hatch 
(pp. 129-137); the career of the “Irvingite” body in 
Germany (pp. 261-263); Old Catholicism (pp. 283-286); 
agnosticism and related theories (pp. 827-336); Albrecht 
Ritschl’s school and its theology (pp. 865-373); the dis 
cussion of predestination among the High Lutherans of 
America and Europe (pp. 373, 374); the Andover contro- 
versy (pp. 874, 375); and the church and state eontro- 
versy in Germany (pp. 437-457). 





In a pleasant home on a Brooklyn street lives a 
motherly woman, who, not content with brooding, as a 
mother does, over her own family, extends her loving 
care to a great family of birds. These have a room of 
their own, safely guarded from marauding cats or 
thouglitless boys; and though they have cages of their 
own, the orioles, mocking-birds, blue jays, robins, and 
finches have the freedom of the room all winter long. 
In the spring, when jthey show signs of pining in cap- 
tivity, the windows are opened, and they are allowed to 


the remoter country side, bidding them good-by. In 


ters to this airy paradise. The Atlantic Monthly has 





herausgegeben von R. A. Lipsius. Siebenter Band enthaltend die 
Literatur des Jahres . Pagea x, 658, ipsig : Geo, Reichart, 


Price, 10 marks, 








Thorne Miller’s eyes; but scattered im the pages of a 


and written by the general editor, Professor R. A. Lipsiusy 


spread their wings and fly into the wide world, or their © 
friend carries them to the park, or else to green fields in 


another winter, her bird-room receives another set of 
tenants, brought from the bird-fancier’s narrower quar- | 


given us many glimpses of the birds, through Olive | 
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Magazine, one hardly realizes the value 
of such a book as In Nesting Time. Here 
are actual studies in bird-life, so minute, 
80 detailed, and so loving withal, that one 
feels as though he bad been presented to 
a set of new acquaintances. Mrs. Miller’s 
titles are quite taking, — Fluiterbudget, 
Friendship in Feathers, A Stormy Woo- 
ing, ete., happily hitting off the character 
of the chapters they introduce; and her | 
bits of description are as accurate as paint- 
ings by Fidelia Bridges. The book should 
have had a prettier cover, but the inside 
leaves nothing to desire. It has an excel- 
lent index. (7X5 inches, cloth, pp. 275. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co, Price, 
$1.25.) . 


Another of Ella Rodman Church’s 
charming Elmridge books about wonder- 
ful things in the natural world is called 
Home Animals; and although such very 
common creatures as cats, dogs, chickens, 
horses, sheep, and their cousins the goats, 
are her subjects, there is a large amount of 
information which will be new to most 
children and to some of their mammas. 
As in the other books of this valuable series, 
Miss Hanson, the bright young governess, 
is the mouthpiece for the pleasant talks 
with the little folks, (744 inches, cloth, 
illustrated, pp. 344. Philadelphia: Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication and Sab- 
bath-schoo! Work. Price, $1.15.) 


AT 4) x LA hl s 
BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct stutement of the circulation of The 
Sunuuy School Times is given euch week, The 
fequiaur edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive of a lurge number of copies used us 
samples. Advertisers are jJree lo exumine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
tng vate ww $1.00 per line, with discounts of 
trom 5 per cent. on two insertions, fo 50 per cent 
on an advertisement running a year, An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
«J spuce (not less than three inches) in each-is- 
sue jor a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not (ess than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. Beware of 
imitations. 


SPARKLING AND BRIGHT! 


THE GLAD REFRAIN, -® Zou" s0¢ 


“A. Sesiing hymns set to attractive music, for Sunday- 
ools 


$25 per 100 copies; 30 ¢ 30 cents each by mail. 


HYMNS OF PRAISE. —By Gro. A. RELL and 


od A superb compilation of aimuter. ‘Sunday-school 
ngs. 
$30 per 100; 35 cents each by mail, 


SELECT SONGS. x Pzms2" 


F.N. Patou BET, D.D. 
3+: hymns and tunes, chosen for use where only one 
book is desired for devotional meetings and the 
Sunday-school. 


Firmly bound in cloth, $10 per 100 copies. 
Bw A full calalogque sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth Street, New York. 


81 Randolph Street, Chicago. 




















The Newest Church Hymn 
Book, and the Best. 


The nearest to ‘ec 
pertectiet a istion Union. 





For returnable sample copies. address the publishers, 


A. S. BARNES & CO., 
M11 & 113 William St., New York. 


GATES The Popular Sunday-schoo! Singing Book. 
Inimense success. Over °0,000coplesalready 
AJA soki. Single copy, postpaid, 35 cts. fay ex- 
press, $3.60 gs r dozen: 
__ J. HW. KURZLNA 


$30.00 per hundred. 
ABE & SONS, Harr isburg, Pa 
SONGS OF REJOICING scuoocs: 
beaut tul, simple, and vecallag? a . F360 
> denen vot preprid. Sample, 2> cents 
Fillmore Bros... 155 Kace Si., Cincinnati, 0. 


or the Ss. &. Lessons should be 
The r lustrator used by every S.S, te cher, super- 
intendent, primary teach: r. clergyman, and attendant 
upon yous, people's meetings. 6cents acopy : cents 
ayear. T. J. MORROW, Minneapolis, Minn. 


] ABRYNHOOD,—Devoted to the Ca e of Infants 


anor. FO. sery Wa tes ne. © ig @ year; 6 cents a 








THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA. 
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My children have one t« sacher in school and 100 in 


the Interrational.”’—Prof. A. M. Mueller, 


VITAL STATISTICS. 
15 roval octavo volumes, 
13,296 large pages. 
49, 16 subjects treated, 
100 doub e-page maps, 
1.0 double-page Illustrations, 
em'r cing 3,106 figures, 
§ bindin s and 4 prices, 
1888 edition. 
Each volume 10X73 xX<2% indhes. 
Length of shelf, 2 teet 10 inches. 


Agents wanted, 
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UNDISPUTED CLAIMS. 
Greatness of size— 


Admitting of many titles, 
La’ enes- of revision— 
Insuring fresh data, 
Low in price— 
A hard-times n+ hee png 
An easv-payme: t pla 
Making its purchase no burden, 
American and foreign editors— 
Its character int-rnational. 


DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, Publishers, 


753 and 755 Broadway, New York. 








yoo® HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 
PHILADELPHIA OR CHICACO. 





- = ; 
IMPORTANT NEW Books 


PUBLISHED BY 


T. Y. CROWELL & Co, 


No. 13 Astor Pace, New Yorx, 


VICTOR HUGO'S WORKS. 


Over 600 illustrations. Calendered paper, 
Cloth, gilt top, 15 vols., 12mo, $22.50; hal 
calf, extra, $45.00; half crushed moroceo, 
$52.50; half crushed levant, $60.00. 


Les Misérables. & vols. Notre Dame, 2yols, 
Ninety-Three, 2 vols. Toilers of the Sea, 4 
vols. 


History of a Crime. 2 vols. 
By Order of the King. 2 vols. 


Volumes in this set sold separately in cloth and 
half-calf bindings. 


The above are also furnished in a Popular 
Edition, 6 vols., cloth, $9.00; or in half calf, 
6 vols., $18.00. 


In view of the present remarkahle reawakening of 
interest in the works of Victor Hugo, the above edi. 
tion of his six greatest works will doubtless meet with 
&warm welcome. They are all, without exception, 
entirely new translations, prepared with the greatest 
care and des -rving of the bighest praise. The letter. 
press and illustrations, as well as the bindings, make 
them in every way suitable the library or for 
gift-books, . 


THE LIFE OF LA FAYETTE, 


“The Knight of Liberty.” By Mrs. Lypta 
Hoyt FARMER, author of “ Boys’ Book of 
Famous Rulers,” etc. Fully illustrated, 
12mo. $1.50. 


This volume is a stndious portrayal of the career 
of the Knight of Liberty in two worlds and two cen 
turies. America, which is so indebted to this eminent 
son of France for his Revolutionary aid, will prin 
the present book. Every student of history should 
have it. 


FAMOUS AMERICAN STATESMEN. 


By Saran K. BOoLrton, author of “ Poor Boys 
Who Became Famous,” ete. With portraits 
of Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Hamil- 
ton, Webster, Sumner, Garfield, and others, 
A companion book to “ Famous American 
Authors.” 12mo, $1.50. 


The book has all the elements of popularity. It is 
simple, honest, pure-minded, and patriotic. It is 





Our New S. 8. Music Book 


Happy Greetings 


Is purely a Sunday-school book, and is amply 
plied with musie for the r "round ; sooner hii 


good for every occasion, and enough of it to last for 
several years. 


Price, 35 cents each; $30 per hundred. 


ose spaehnen copy, in paper euver, mailed on ore 


No pony ea Address, 
ASA HULL, Publisher, 
150 Nassau Street, NEW YORK. 


Pilgrim Children’s Service, No. 8, 

H A RVEST bv JohnW.Tufts and M.C, Hazard, 
New music. . 

A music.an says: “The ‘ PIL- 


SH FAV ES GRIM’ pu lications mark @ new 
® era in Sunduy-school music,” 


Five cents: 100 copies, $1.00. Samples free. 


Congregational §. §. and Publishing Society, Boston. 
Paap Y- 
EAR. 


OF THE 
A Sunday-school programme of Music, Readings, 
ete., for Harvest. Price, 5c.; 50c. per dozen, by mail 


JOHN J. HOOD, eimai es. 
MUSIC PROF. RICE'S Sell-Teaching 


Syateus All can learn music without 
the aid of a teacher. Rapid, correct. 

SELF Established 12 years, Notes, chords, 
TAUCHT. | accompaniments, thorough bass laws, 
9 ‘Ten specimen lessons, 10¢. Circulars free. 
. 8. Rice Music Co., 244 State St., Chicago. 
“THE OLD, OLD STORY.” .A responsive 
Christmas Servi: e@ for sunday -schools, New carols by 
Fanny J. Crosby and music by Prof. P.-B. Sparks. Com- 
petent judue sav,*'I't.ebestever published.” 4c, each; 


for 36c.: 100 for $2.50, Send stamp for sample copy. 
WILBUR B.KETCHAM, Pub.,71 Bible Hlouse, NewYork. 


SEND 10 OLIVER DITSON & CO, 


ROSTON, for list and description of SABBATH 
SCHOUL and all other SACRED SONG BOOKs, 




















4. “LORD, DISMISS US WITH,” ete. Ie. 

Four new hymns and seamen. Composed by 
ALBERT W. Borst. Published and for sale by 

W. LH. BONER &€ CO., No. luz Chestnut st., Phila. 

_ Copies ms mailed, postpaid. upon receipt of price named. 


- CHOIR LEADERS. 


Send 10 cents tor a sample copy of the Musical Vis- 
itor. containing anthems. 
THE JOUN CHURCH co., Cincinnati, 0. 


} ne or GLORY | for the Sunday-school, by 

| ES Kinsey and John McPherson. New words 

| all Gendene, ior sample. If not satixfactory,money 
retunded. Sam <4; es free. Send ldc, for programme 

| tor Children’s fet “ho Music Co., La Fayette, Ind. 


ATHERED JEWELS is still the 

arsi choice 

of Stnday-schools. femand constantly increasing. 

Hymn tunescompiled by W. A. Ogden. > mple copy, 

de. Spee. pues tree, W.W. Watney, Pub, 'Toledo,0. 

00 A MONTH can be made 

$75.22 to $250. ™ working forus. Agents pre 

ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whole 
bends ne canines Spare moments may be promtahty 


ry AP ole a ry A tew. wacancies in towns 4 cities. B. 
@ ©O., Pubs., 1000 Main St., 


























10, 0 AGENTS to make $200 a month 
with our CAMPAIGN BIOGRAPHIES, The 
exeitemens of this campaign will be a harvest for 
agen/s. Send 50 cents for outfit, and begin at once, 
Extra terms. JAMES H. EARLE, Boston. 


IBERAL SALARY Sic. ‘Gur ‘books ‘on new 


poe. Expenses paid to Philadelphia for wi 
tion. Send at once for particulars. JOHN C, 
WINSTON & CO., 1009 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


AGENT wanted to take subscriptions for ‘THE 
AGENT ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY. Send 
AGENT for special offer to Sunday-schools, free, 
AGENT Al-o, complete works of Dr. Dio ya 
AG GENT Circulars tree. P. O. Box 1083, N. Y . City. 


LL BOOKS AT WHOLESALE to members 
of the Book Buyers’ Bureau. Membership free. 
Agents wanted to solicit pero aoa a Send 2-cent 
stamp.tor ge nd information 
R. H. WOODW RD: & CO., 1 Md. 


MORE MEN WANTED {o.sc! Nur-e:7 Stock, 
paying 2 atonce. Adres, 


B. RICHARDSON & CO., 
Geneva, N. ¥. 


AGENTS MAKE MONEY RAPIDLY 


Selling Bushnell’s Portable Letter Copying Books. 
No copying Pees required. Write at once for prices 
and agents’ discounts. ALVAH BUSHNELL, Ag’t, 
47 South 4th Street, Philadelphia. 


LADY AGENTS WANTED 


To sell an entirely new article of underwear made of 
camel’s hair and fine Austral‘an wool. The most 
takingarticleanagentever handled. Agentscan make 
from $25 to $50 per week. Address, for particulars, 
WARNER BROS., 359 Broadway, N. ¥. 


ACCENTS. 


Our Christmas Books (selling from 50 cents to 
$3.50) will pay you a larger profit than any others the 
next ae montis. One agent made a profit last year 
of $8'.2) in two weeks; one reports an average profit 
of $7 Oaday She 13 september t li Christmas, All time 
not ecessary ASSELL &C +, B.B.S.D., 101 nd 106 
Fourth Ave., New York; -0 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


In every “town to sell our fine 
LAD HOLIDAY BOOKS & GAMES. 
oth 


























“s like ‘Cc in the market. ae 
instructive an salable, 
YOU CAN NT Swake MONEY, 


ow is the time Cl 1. ‘erms to agents th hest, 
Send for circulars coWANTE 
see. Transportation D 
charges prenaid, so distance is no hinuranuce. 


Address AMER CAN PUBLISH NG CO., Hartford, Ct., 
Boston, Cincinnati, or Si Louis. Mention th s paper. 


% yeaa AGENTS WANTED. 


This Mop is, to-day, 
the best selling arti- 
cle ont. Has teen 
thoroushly tested, 
and proved a perfect 
success. 

A Record Unequaled. 

In some sections we 
have placed, on an 
average, a mop in 
every family. 

e er 500,000 Sold. 

It sells at sight. 
® Saves labor and time. 
No more chip ed 
hands or lame backs. 
Exclusive territory, 
and | beral terms to 
agents. Lins, o-pase 
folio sent free to all. 


Triumph Mop Co., 116 Public 8q., Cleveland, 0. 








intended for young readers, and will certainly do 
How TO 


TA 


nd specifications. for. 25-hdu 

and s ions for png 

all sizes, from 2 rooms up. Sent 
on receipt of 25 cents, by 

: - OGILVIE, Publisher, 

57 Rose Street, New York. 























|} FRENCH, GERMAN, 


; SPANISH, ITALIAN. 

Yon can, by ten weeks’ study, euadion either of thet 

enguores aul footy Lg ev “day an and business con 
OSENTHAL’s cele! 


versatio 7 8. lebrated 
4 MEISTERSC AFT SYSTEM. Terms $5.00 for books of 
each language, with privilege of answers to al! 4 
+ tions, and correction of exercises. Sample copy, 
4 1., 2 cents. Liberal terms to teachers, 


peamninenrwadel reamed ber BOSTON, MASS. 


——— N tate 
+> >-+-o+ 


SCHOOL NEW OR WORN 


Pe Pagans Fear ee Facey le. 














nk for ro 4 
BOOKS ing fist, C; rey list, Seine i eopyr 
= and condition. ea yg 
a one. REW Y¥ 
Behoo! Seok 
WANTED Clearing House, 
Noa, 6¢ and Duane St 





ATTRACTIVE TRACTS. 


Those“remarkable” illustrated booklets, “The Royal ‘ 
Rail Road,”’ 36 pages, com mended by Bi hop \ incent; 
“The Lruth Teller,” 20 pages, and “'] he Drinker’s Dic 
tionary,” 64 pages,comm: nde: by | rancesWil'ards 
Gen. G.'B. Fisk. w'll all I three be sent, } o-tpid, on re 
cei; tof 15 cents n'stamps or silver. Address, 

SILAS FABMER & ¢€9O., Detroit, Mich. 


its FDISK ASES. ne 
ay ct Wee 
Lrowapp, i 
D. Cloth. a! = 
dl 4 


Circular fe. Gives treatment for TVR iPad ond 
vara Di-ea- w to bleach, remove, dye it. 200 200 preset 
tions. Lilet Medical Jour. Co, Pub’rs, Detroit, U 


Light of Ages on Intoxication 

BROKEN irillns ine s Joy to Every li ome! 

FETTERS any onecan sellit. Send lbc. for outtl 

34 illus. Te good, car clear $5. to$10. first day! be 
»M. Smita & Co. Pub’s, 175 Wash’s Bt. Boston, 


““OXFORD” 


Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East 17th St., N. Y. 


The largest circulation 0 oe any 
400, 000 periodical Tu the world 
Phila. a atl aegre goer 


Bai 4 Practicai ousckee Phe 
pic Bev copten sree, CURLLS PUB. CO., Pintiadeipis, °& 


‘THE MIFF TREE. 


scart sermon. Price, 5 cents. $2.00 per 100 
ARD & DRUMMOND, New woot 





























Jn ordering goods, 1 inaronne ways 





publish ,a well ae the autvertioor, by stating Dl 


Munday Schoot 


saw the advertisement in 4 he 











EDUCATIONAL. 


H* ron FB MOTH COLLEGP Hows BN. English, in 


Mu MOUNT, HOLLY (N. J.) ACADEMY FOR BO 
ed 








aE ‘ALBA DT (YALB), PRecipel. 
®, Home School for 


Mix You sth aS en, ab teat St., Philadelphia 


Bson's rami Je ciiris, 2106 
foun ae Tedies an ittle Girls, 2) 
Mima 5 ail term begins Sept. 27, 1388. 
a for # limited school 
A Seah ere branch of education personally 
ised? Write St. Paul's Hall, Salem, N. Y. 
SPRUCE STREET. 
MI eaPoRD will reopen school Thursday, 
Beptember 27, 1888, 

















BISHOP- 
hg Pre- 


Pennsylvania 


<a 
B Bee rn e bogriling sehool for" gtr 


SHOR a not tal BYSURE Ap & Lal 


-course, TEN 
Tinate' 4 is jon 1431 Cheetoat's St.. Phila 


SHORTHAND Saat 


My ASR tooeom 3, 
A home school Fr EMITHe 4 MC, Principal. 


5% New Hav 
Cone. AD ty § School Young Ladies. Prepares 
M ‘te: forSmigh and Wellesley, andadmite te Vassarby 
certificate. Circulars. Ear Y application necessary. 
, Conn. Norwalk Militaryinstitute. 
Nowy Fe itscc “hin ng: Carefultraining. Moderate 


jor b ng. Gymnasium, Bowling 
Char Eee house. F.&. ROBERTS, Principal. 


Terms moderate. 
G* meni, Yoo Yuch, 














amnel near Hanover, Ger- 

ny. Reference: Presiden John Raton, Py peta end 

sioner of ig te Ohio, Address Mrs. 
Horace Eaton, my iow y Work. 





FREEHOLD (N. J.) INSTITUTE. 

f 
atte RT RE. 
boy? tang ot PS, A ML, Principal’ 


MORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY. 


A Christian family school Lod i ~ Sixteenth Bed 


WA RPE ABrk sega Bate Cael ahh 
EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


will get valuable information free in the new Illus 
trated Calendar. Address K. TOURJEE. Boston. 


N. C. Y. L. HAs IEES 


qi South schools th Aye 4 xndies 
ern hree la: ngs ; 

pap A rt i ac ties 

D., President. 


» pis: states. 
EO. W W. F. PRIC 
Nea Y¥ E. STEVENS’ BOARDING and DAY 
School, 


2 and ae a Py A 1 00; ise a ea 
town, ig 
Panda orteed by ry aaa logs fo ils 
art 
pate these examinations school. ° 











Seenposrse 





in this 


ee eas Eastern 
course. ba gy trad 


follcten.” ixcelten 
Reoilities for pynere Be ak fogges. aus 
rer he ARN NA oat 


HOME AND DAY SCHOOL 


In addition to day scholars, will take 3 x penne n 
pops to whom every comfort of home ome and 

educational attention will be g ey 38 
ALICE A. Harngs, Prin. , 3685 Locust St., P sMadelphic: 


Miss Bennett's School and Kindergarten, 
2105 Spruce saws, Philadelphia, Fifteenth year be- 

ins October 1 rences: Rey. Thos. A. Hoyt, 
D.D., Rey. Palin L. + Jane, Rev, John 8, Macintosh, 
DDR Signe it Rev. W icholson, D.D., LL.D., Rev, 
George Rees, and others, 


OLLpa vena ee) SEMINARY, 
A home schoo! for young lad ies, Location un- 
rivaled in Lealthfulness and beauty. Special atten- 














“tien paid to health, morals,and nianners. Superior 
facilitics for music and art. Students admitted to 
Wellesley on our certificate. fend r catalogue te 





Rev. R. 8, HITCHCOCK, D 
MILITARY 


PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY. 


CHESTER, P s 27th 3 y oan P 7° yee 19, 


AM 
DEGREES IN oat ire PNG IN ning 
© nly @ Sit Seen fo 
~ anig rato rtment, 
at & ARLES MAY ATT, President, 


Circular of © 
$50 a Year, for Young Men and Boys, 
School fits for College or Business, 


WITHIN C. SHORTLIDGE’S 


MEDIA te RE. aye Pa. 
ear FP ndelpht 

Thirt inthiens from Broad Stree eaten. One of 
the best equip.ed and best managed schools. Every 
se has in it @ steam radiator, and is complete! 
Thished. ‘Grounds(ien acres) for foot-ball pace Tt; 
athletics, ote, ymnasium, refitted and heajed 5 
best pecia 


RE, ARTS. 
A thorou 





steam. instruction, care, best table. 
grportunities for otf apa nts to advance gapidiy. 
ng i 


pectal private tuto or backward boys. Superior 
Practical podnens De conn 4 in © jomniercialgaurse 
with B Sank, K, Qiices y, Short-ha pe- 
writin ore ehully sa sup, palien'wit th a arate an 
PY at er College tin Comme al schoo! in the 
United een Satan, illustrated catalogue 








ary 
DO NOT STAMMER.” 
Send for 54-page pamphlet to 
E. 8. JOHNSTON'S INSTITUTE, 
N. E. corner tith and Spring Garden Sts., Philadelphia. 


DS rotor to George W. Cullgs,, roprietor of fe 
He namaker; ei X ©. Wood figs’ 

etecssiae of feeamivenio? 5 Mr ett D. D Wat 
Publisher ot The Sunday School Times. 


MEMORY. 


The Loisettian School of Memory Train- 
ing. Any book learned in one reading. 
Mind wandering cured. 
A universal method. | 
Wholly unlike artificial systems. 
Taught by corr dence erin el 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











Price, $1.50, 


Address, 
P. O, Box 1550. 


YALE LECTURES ON THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Sunday-school: Its Origin, Mission, Methods, and Auxiliaries, 
Beecher Lectures before Yale Divinity School, for 1888, By H, Clay Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, author of Kadesh-barnea, The Blood 
Covenant, Teaching and Teachers, ete, 8}<5} inches, cloth, over 400 pages. 


Every pastor, superintendent, and thoughtful Sunday-school 
teacher will wish to possess this book sooner or later, 
with the principles underlying the Sunday-school as an institu-| ¢ 
tion, and with its relations to the family, to the pulpit, and to 
other spheres of church work. The book is now ready, and will 
be mailed to any address on receipt of the price, $1.50, 
vassers are wanted for this and other books, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Watnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Lyman 


It deals 


Can- 





gy say ee ee 


ods,and a gives, Hee 
which 

bebenne» Bd 
volume w: 


the precise 


A yalupbie ie Ent a 
Oy) ry re 
ths wo ard *§ rea 


Address, 
P, O, Box 15650. 


with the teachers; 
records ; at special services. 


| nocke felts hee how tabentis ec at 


“1 itself auch yalyable characteris, tbe 
at ic 


_The book will be mailed to any vs upon receipt of price. 


FOR TEACHERS. 


Any subscriber to The Sunday School Times can have a 
copy of Dr, Trumbull’s book ‘Teaching and Teachers”’ sent to 
him for examination, the 
looking over the book, the subseri 
remit the price ($1.00), or return it, paying the cost of return 
postage, which is fourteen cents, 


a 
us: ev compositio m 
“) pvt tis a‘ Mive™ 
ms tlie page fo cone iSton ‘The Netter knows w 


One copy of the book mailed, . P 
Five or more copies to one address (each), .60 


FOR SUPERINTENDENTS. 


An object-lesson will help a superintendent more than will 
a fine-spun theory. The book ‘A Model Superintendent” shows 
how a good superintendent actually did his work :—In the study ; 
in the desk; with the scholars ; among the 
It is a sketch of the life and work 
of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by | ~ 
H, Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times, Price, 
bound in cloth, with fine steel portrait, $1,00. 


From The Kzaminer ry Chrontele, New York. 
myer vice te op lesennt tly 
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for examination, 
From The St. Louis Presbyterian, 


t no one ositlon, an risk nothing in sa. ing 1) on oe | the most 
mplete manual on t t of stian 
ran ) sh it is the Mg 8) "thet t no one a 

gualliied, by if experience, to prepare it, tha 





Express charges prepaid. 





JOHN DD. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ostage. 
er retain it and 


In writing, you may simply 
say: In accordance with your offer, please send me a copy of 
«Teaching and Teachers” 


ee Eee ee 


$1.00 


y was liber 


After 





light blue paper. 


Address, 


Pros with 2 
mond. thevree neem of Pe. Wim. A. Mom, | 
Greenleaf Thom thoconlann 
2d others, sent post 





4. LOIAETTE, @ Fifth Ave, New York. 


P. O. Box 1550, 


also the golden text for each Sunday, 
the one lesson-roll (size, 60 pages, 75 inches). 
arranged to hang in the scholar’s room. When a week has passed by, the leaf for 
that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and tukes its place back of the other leaves, 
The lesson roll takes the place of the lesson calendar of former years, and will be 
furnished at the following prices: 

Single copy, fifteen cents; five or more copies, twelve cents; fifty or more copies, 
ten cents each, Will be ready October1. Mailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


each, Will be ready Octgber 1. 


THE LESSON ROLL, 


The Bunday School Lesson Roll for 1889 will give the full text of the lesson, and 
All the lessons of the year are thus given in 
It is printed in two colors, and is 





GOLDEN TEXTS, 1889. 


Something which the younger scholars, at least, will appreciate, is the roll o 
Golden Texts for 1889. There are sixteen pages (75 inches), and upon each page 
are three golden texts in large, clear type. 
and the whole device is suspended by a colored cord, Printed in red and black, upon 


4031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, 


Single copy, ten cents; five or more, eight cents each; fifty or more, seven cents 
Mailed to any address upon receipt of price, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, &CO,'S 


NEW Boos. 
SIXTH ED EDITION, 


John Ward, Preacher, 


By MARGARET DELAND. 473 pages. $1,50, 
Interesting and remarkable story.—Archdeacon 


Farrar. 


method of arrangin 
te 


Molly Bishop’s Family, 


By CATHERINE OWEN, author of Ten Dols 
9 taal and “Gentle Breadwinners,” 


An engaging story, with excellent hints on the best 
the home life of a family which 
in income, but which possesses 
ood-nature, and & purpose to Sie 
t fuest of achievements, male 


8 somewhat lin 

ntel\igenoe. thrift, 
i A claily in " 

ing & happy home. 


Romances, Lyrics, and Sonnets. 


From the Poetic Works of ELIZABETH BAR: 
BRETT BROWNING. Uniform with the Lyrics, 
An and Romances from Browning’s Poems, 


*e* For sale by ali bookseliers. Sent by mail, post 


paid, on receipt of price, by the publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston, 





ETHICS OF MARRIAGE, _ 


By H.8. Pomeroy, M.D. Tngroduction h the Rev. J.T, 
DURYEA, D.D,,of Boston. It decries * aM AmprGe 
sin.” Chicago Journal sa gaye: “To the earnest nan ef a 
woman everywhere this book is as a voice fra 
preven, 1a 12mo, clot aoe Fe erie 1 ae ay 

ng lawsof tle = atOn Fe 
of crime, Bend for ci A hones 


FUNK & WAGNAL ies, te 18 ‘and 20 Astor Place, N, ¥; 


New Pieces to Speak in School. 


A finely illustrated recitation book for § 10¢ 
EUGENE J. HALL, 34 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Mh, 


A. D. MATTHEWS SONS, Brooklyn, N.Y., 


have a large stock of Oxtord Bibles Testa, 














onto, Bey m male, PrayerandM «cellaneous 
OOK, ¥ whieh th ey ~~ about half price, 
NEW CAT. 
plies, now read ripte 
.SQOvENQUGIT ¢ EWuglant HOM 
U STREET 
Cards, ete. An easy way 0! f otleg ting ch 
funds. Send 6 cents for @ "a combate Tinh mp “4 
MacCaia & Co,, 237-9 Dock 8t., Ph eipbia 


Books, 8 text Cards ae ‘ay 
Brick Cards, cos ite Wigton fe Cards, 
Sea No. BABYLAND ‘0c year. 





A day-time and bed-time book for baby and 
ke iy baby's 





toa Hoe COMPANYS Boston. 
FITS A BOOK! SAMPLES FREE 
ate, A ag of giog Aine eee * i A 


t, ch If- i 
- VAR EVEREN, 116 Nassau Mt. N, He 


America’s Best Farm Weekly ill be aS 


10 weeks for 25 cents. it. 


THE RURAL NEW-YORKER, 34 Park 34 Park Row, W New York. 
How One May Learn to Paint for for $1.50, 


tnGeaip Instructions and Ma) 
intindiaitlonn kes = pl a a w 
juctory Lessons in Paintin wale 
by Marion Kemble. 
lessons have been prepared ays 
want by mail, and are so clear and explicit that ong on 
has on i. to follow them to be instructed in t o ite 
principles of painting. Price of Tntrnetiona, Boe. 
Instructions... nee $0 
acne D. A. Goior ‘Box, ‘No. 1.;.... spuieeineheineies 
ock of Paper and extra Brush. 








8. WT TILTON & C0., 29 Temple Place, 


Oh! fora Mat 


that won’t get full of mud, all wet 
or useless ina few weeks. Such 
a one is the Hartman Patent 
Steel Wire Door Mat. Want to 
know more about it? Write to 


NATIONAL | wes asy.s COMPANY) 
ech martes | 
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conte me one 1OUs V tor 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published weekly 
atthe following rates, which include postage: 

ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The *ame price percopy 
for any Sumber of copies Jens thas ive 16's bee 
subscriber, half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
pone $1.00a year, To new subscribers, half price (50 
cents), 


CLUB RATES. 
When the teachers of a school unite In subsecribin 
for a number cf copies, they can have the paper at the 
following tow rates: 


FIVE (0 NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
gubscriters, and half price (75 cents) for sew. The 
wtp mel of both old and new together to be not 

t nive. 


TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, one year, $1.25each for 

ld subscribers, and half price (68 cents) for new. 

"he tota! number of both old and new together to be 
not less than ten. 


TWENTY OR MORE COPIES. one year, $1.00each for 
old subscribers, and balf price (50cents)fornew. The 
total number of both old and new together to be net 
Jess than twenty. 

if a school hus had a club at one of the bigher rates, 
and wishes, ape renewing. ‘o form @ larger one at & 
lower rate, it is of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS, By an equitable plan, the 
Smaller schools, which can not well form large clubs, 
haye the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
schoo!) is less taan swenty. the club rate tosuch school 
shall be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(80 cents) for new, on condi/ion that the order for the 

pers te accompanied , 4 a statement that the num- 

r of c»pies ordered in the club is not less than the 

ll nuraber of teachers in the school. This does not 
Py that every feacher_ must actually be asubscriber, 

utthat the number of copies ordered must not be 
leas than the full number of teachers. Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 
der to secure the required number, Any number of 
copies in excess of the required number may be sub- 
scribed for atthe same time. Zbuchers belonging tothe 
same id may be counted ax ONE tn making : uch 

the number of tachers in a For 

ple: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 

whom belong to one household, and three to an- 

er, the club subscription oeed not be for more than 
copies, in order to secure the low rate, 


WHO ARE “NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? By anew sub- 
ecriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
any time during the past two years. 

he shifting of a subscription from one member of 
@ housebold Ww another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
a! additiona! subscriptions by or for other members 
the household will be taken at the balf rate. 

FREE COPIES TOCLUB ORGANIZERS. An Tson 
forming a club of either grade (whether it is teas u 
entirely of old subscribers, or of old and new together, 
or entirely of new subscribers at the half rate) is en- 

ed to an additional copy free, excepting int 

any club for less than ten copies formed on the 
“Small school” plan (xiven above). When very large 
clubs are formed, the organizer shall be entitled cone 
additional copy, tree, for every twenty subscribed for. 


HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
aciub will be sent either to the indivi dual addresses of 
@ members, or ina package toone address, accord- 
to the mreperence of subscribers. ‘lhe papers fora 
club should al! go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one t-office, and others in the 
apo school get theirs m another, the papers will 
sent accordingly. 
Different schools are not to unite in the formingofa 
pe bop on Ls pe | says 7 ore ne . 
Pp he number of copies taken entitles 
and the name of the school should be mentioned in 








the order. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro raia for the time that he is to receive the 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a r 
should be careful to name not only thet pest. 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 


county and state. 
f aclub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
gon than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
Bie clay be nuvec ribs tor taken tae plate ‘oie ne 
ubser r es the place 0; one 
formed last year by.. Bi eens 
) THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted because 
the beliefthat no more judicious advertisin; outlay 
juld be made than that for securing a/air inte @ the 
w. A new subscriber is entitled to the half rate 
one year out 
‘he paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
time paid for, unless by special request. The 
p for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
waco be wate party. P 
ough copies of any one tssue of the r to 
able all the teachers ob a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton. 27 Paternoster Row, 
London, EK. C., will receive yearly or half- yearly sub- 
—s a The Sunda School Times the paper to 
. id, direct from P sub 
seribers) at the following rates :— hetpecndene 
‘rom 3 = 4 







copies, , 
8:6d, “ 
10 copies and upwards, 72.6a, “ 
To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
perete must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
nt either singly to the individual addresses, or In @ 
k be preferred 


age to one addreas, wh 
the subscribers. rere ae 


tae Boe eo Publisher, 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 
P. oO. Box 1550, 













CLEANSED 
PURIFIED 


} BY 
YOY’ (aticura Soap 


R CLEANSING, PURIFYING, AND REAUTI- 

fying the skin of children and infants, and 
preventing minor biemishes and inherited skin 
Qiseases peor ing chronic, CUTICURA MEDICATED 
Toi.et Soap is immeasurably superior to every 
otacr skin soap yet prepared. 

lt purifies and invinerates the pores of the skin, 
and Teeparte activity to the oil glands and tubes, 
thus furnishing an outlet tor unwholesome matter, 
which, if retained, creates pimples, blackheads, 
flushes, and other complexional! disfigurations, 

Its gentle and continuous action on these natural 
lubricators of the skin keeps the latter transparent, 
soft, exible and healthy, and prevents rough, red, 
eracked, and scaly skin. . 

Sold everywhere. Price, 2c, Prepared by 
Potter Drve aND CHEmicaL Co., Boston, Masa. 

‘&#@ Send for “ Ilow to Beautify the Skin.” 


PIM" Sethe, chapped and ae 


ONE OF A SERIES OF PICTURES REPRESENTING COFFEE CULTURE. WATCH FOR THE NEXT. 
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SCENE ON A COFFEE PLANTATION 
————CONTROLLED BY 

















e of 
Sottes.. tin cans. 


CRUSADE BLE 


only to 
receipt of 


free 


cents in stamps 


HASK & SANBORN, 


CHAS 
[OUR COFFEES HAVE A NATIONAL REI 


SEAL BRAND COFFEE 3 
Soline of Mnatien Leche Gockel wicks Fosse GnAaaT Is BS 


A skilful blendin 
Warranted not to contain a single 


suit your taste as no other coffee will, at a moderate price. 
Es whole roasted ePacoos). in 1 lb. air 





UTATION REPRESENTING 


JAVA and MOCHA, 
assing all others 


of strong, fla- 


vory and aromatic high grade 


dealers. 
opportunity of testing our famous coffee before buying, we will, upon 

to cover the cost of can and postage, send 
A mail a 1-4 fares of Seal Brand Coffee, Address 


102 BROAD ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


Rio bean, and guaranteed to 


Always 


-tight parchment packages. 
e are exclusively ga imposes house, selling 
uu 


give consumers an 


——___ 
{ Ay 9) 


WORTH REPEATING 


HAPPINESS AN UNWORTHY 
IDEAL. 


[The Rev. Mark Guy, Ske in The Methodigg 





Let us look at the matter boldly—Is th, 
great end and purpose of our religion tg 
make us feel happy? 
Surely jt.is a pitiable and unworthy 
ideal of “life! Come into Westininster 
Abbey, and let us read the memorials of 
the mighty dead. Who are these that the 
nation delights to honor? Here are ihe 
warriors who went forth to meet troops of 
discomforts, and Death himself in a hun. 
dred shapes. Did they feel happy? No, 
indeed—when bullets were whistling past 
them, and cannon-balls came uncomiort. 
ably close, and the shells burst about 
them. But what had they to do with iee|. 
ing happy? They had todo their duty orto 
die in trying to—and they did it, tie one 
or other; and the nation said these men 
are heroes. Turn to your Arctic explorers 
again, having all sorts of misery and death 
in many shapes. There was not much 
happiness for them, hemmed in by the 
loom and fierceness of an Arctic winter; 
But what had they to do with feeling 
happy? The glory of the men was that 
they counted not their lives dear to them 
in the doing of theirduty. And yet a:ore 
worthy of honor than even these, thc ugh 
they receive much less, think of yar 
brave lifeboat men, who, when fierce 
storms break upon our coast, take their 
lives in their hands and go forth to the 
wreck. Happy? No,indeed—notas they 
think of the wife and little ones at home, 








DR. WARNER’S 


HEALTH UNDERWEAR, 


Made of pure Camel’s Hair 


It isthe best Underwear made 

Itis the most durable. 

It is free from all dye. 

tae ali malelaiaatechea: meats m-) ait me 

lt has special eiectric 
erties. 


is a protection 
rore} (ela oF: he- aga 
ar-yaameslalemethiriar F 


prop- 


against 
rheuma- 
yles tor Men, 
W I nana 4 ld : yr sule by v1) 
leading merch Opue, with 


} 


rapphei ts 
Warner Bro's, 359 Broadway, N. Y. 
Branch, 257 State St.. Chicago. 


prices, Sent O1 Cutiol 


Foronly 10cta, 
we will send 
free by mail 3 
Elegant New 
Bulbs for win- 
. ter blooming, or 

7, all diffe ent, 
- for 2 cts. Ev- 
ery one is agem 
of rare leauty 
and sure to 
bloom well in 
small pots dur 
ing winter. 
When crdering 
ask for our Fall 
Catalogue of 
Bulbs (Free) 
with directions 
forculture, &c., 
if you do uot 
ap possess 
t. 


OUR FALL CATALOGUE 
Of Hardy Bulbs and Plants for winterand early 
spring blooming, is now ready, and is the most ele 
nt and complete catalog e of the sort ever issued 
in the world. In it is offered, with directions for 
cul ure, the best Hyacinths. Tulips, Crocus Narcis 
sus, Lilies, Calochortus, Ornithogalum, Iris. Fritel 
lia, Freesia3, Allium 
rare winter and sprin 
man 
ing 





blooming Bulbs, besides 
newand rare Fruits, including he Ever-bear 
ree Blackber y and Ras: rry. This cataio ue 
will be sent ree to any wko send us an order, or who 
will send one after receiving it. Among\be special 
offers it contains are 12 Crocus for we, 3 Double or 
Single Tulips for 40c., 12 ae nths for 75c., the Great 
Chinese Sacred Lily, 50c., 30 beautiful winter bloom- 
ing Bulbs, $1.00, &c. Any one can have gay flov ers 
in the house during winter, or in the en as soon 
as snow melts, at small cost. Our Catalogue tells 
aliabout them, Address 


‘JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N.Y. 


HUTCHINSON’S 

BEST GLOVES 
for driving or street wear. Made with 
~«re from selected calf. kid. dogskin, buck- 
skin, 4 cheverétte, and warranted. Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and to save 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for his book about gloves and how to get 











erate mmalalc ee: Vel saa-lirel ame , ele) i 





BEAUTIFUL WINTER FLOWERS, 


and a score of other new and | 


The ont 
side. N' 


ers . ° 
says he has them without, my name and price 
on the bottom, fraud, 


W. L. DOUCLA 
$3 SHOE. cenfZncn 


calf 83 SEAMLESS 8Shoe smooth in- 

TACKS or WAX THREA 

the feet, easy as hand-sewed and WILL NOT RI 
Ww. L. DOU 

only hand-sewed welt $4 

shoes costin asa to 


. L. DOUGLAS $2.25 WO 
SHOE is the best in the world for rough wear; one 


Ww. L. DO 


CAUTION 


Beware of Fraud, as my name and the 
stamped on the bottom of all my advert 

| before leaving the factory, which protect the wearers 
nst high prices and h 


inferior goods. If 
ougias shoes at a reduced 


put him down asa 


‘ 





D to hu 


Best Calf Shoe for the price 


ear aman a year, 
UGLAS S2 SHOE FOR BOYS 


W. L. DOUGLAS, Brockton, Mass. 





00 with Tile 
Grate only. 


M’frs’ Agent for 











Send for catalogue. 


s Frame, and 





bh Bras 


Mantel for #35. 
ete., extra. 


PRICES REDUCED. 


SS 
vere 
Urtrasise 
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Chas, L. Page, rine Wood Mantels 


Facing, Heart 
Fenders, 


I sell this 


; 





Having vee euaoiceu tO Wiaat Ver) iavoravie COR 
tracts for good<, I am able to sell at reduced prices, 
and now offer twenty-five per Cent discount irom wy 
list price, for cash with order. 


price are 
ised shoes 


a dealer 


P. 
L 4 SHOK, the original and 
oy gts Equals pel. 4 


$6 to $9. 
UGLAS $3.50 POLICE SHOE. 
road Men and Letter Carriers all wear them. 
Smooth inside as a Hand-Sewed Shoe. No Tacks or 
Wax Threa‘ to hurt the feet. 
DOUGLAS 82.50 SHOF its unexcelled 


RKINGMAN’S 


837 & 339 Wabash Ave., Chicago.) 


—as they look out on the great breakers, 
and about them sweep theshowers of foam, 
and all the thunder of the wind and sea 
booms on every side. Think of philan- 
thropists and martyrs, who have lived and 
toiled and suffered and died to bless their 
fellow-men, whose life has been an inces- 
sant toil.and a perpetual sacrifice. And 
amongst these shall we set a highly 
respectable tombstone, and inscribe upon 
it the record—Here lies a man who felt 
happy! Noble person—who got up in the 
morning, and ate and drank, and bought 
and sold, and slept, and touched this lo/ty 

ur of being—he felt happy! Ifthat 
is the end and purpose of my religion I 
can find an altogether nobler ideal of life 
elsewhere. 

If this is the purpose of religion, surely 
our Lord Jesus Shrist has come the wrong 
way. Can we think of anything that 
could make us more completely and per- 
fectly miserable than an attempt to secure 
our own happiness by the anguish of 
another? If t were a homeless wanderer, 
hungry, wretched, ragged, perishing, an 
unabie to go a step farther in the bleak 
winds and piercing cold, and I sink a 
your doorstep—what if you should come 
forth and lay your hand upon my shoul- 
der, and bid me. come in and sit by your 
fire, and eat your supper, and rest in your 
chair; and you would go forth to take my 
nm | place in the bitter cold. Do you think I 
should feelhappy? Never. I tell you 
your fire would scorch me; your supper 
would choke me; the comforts would be 
less bearable than my previous discom- 
forts; and I should come forth and say, 
“Sir, either you will come in and share 
my good things, or I will come forth and 
share your evil —— I am not such & 
is | mean creature as to made happy a @ 


the best School Shoe in the world. like this!” 
my 3 “15. YOUTH'S School | Cost ' 
Gives gives the siall Boys's chas nto wear the best Ah, my Lord! thou hast spoiled my 
Ail made in Congress, Button and Lace. Itnot sold | happiness. I takethinehand, and thereia 
by your dealer, write 


I do feel that dreadful wound - print 
I look into thy face, and thereon I do track 
that cruel crown of thorns, I rest me 
against thy side, and I remember how it 
was pierced and torn for me, My Lord, 
now is there but one satisfaction that caa 
ever be mine. Take me and lilt me UP, 
and let me hang with thee upon thy cross, 
that I may say—I am crucified with Christ. 
My happiness is spoiled by the pain #? 
agony and shame and awiul curse © 
Calvary. , 

There is no great virtue in feeling happy: 
I do not know that I could be much more 
confident of any man’s honesty because 
he as-ured me that he felt happy, oF that 
I could rely upon his word with more 
assurance on that account. I Bu ppo a 
drunken man feels happy, or surely : 
would never pay so hideous a price mrt 
The prodigal felt happy, no doubt, ¥ - 
he was spending his substance in nee 
living in the far country. Or here * 
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ADVERTISEMENT OF 


KEYSTONE WATCH CLUB CO. 


iN TMIS 1S8UM, 


icture of it,—a sky of deepest blue, 
pat one ablaze with tints of sutama 
splendor, the acorns and the beech- 
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pa a aia etatilll be ns ee 
. leafy ground, and here lie the 
poe a — lied themselves with the 
Huske—stretched in the sunshine, Take 
the picture and write wander it the titl— 
ing happy, eS 
a feeling deal with our children on 
this principle, If the bay have told a lie, 
what think you? shall I call him to my- 
self, and as he comes, ashamed and afraid, 
with quivering lip and tearlul eye, shall T 
lightiy tell him not to mind? T tans 
to bé happy—that is the great end of life; 
let him fetch out his games, and shout at 
his play, and fill the air with his glad 
Jaughter! No, indeed—every thing within 
us cries aloud and indignantly, Such hap- 
piness were @ curse, Better pain, shame, 
grief—anything that should make him feel 
right down through him that a lie is an 
utterly hateful and damnable thing. It 
my religion is to make me comfortable in. 
spite of ill-temper, and slipshod ways of 
business, and words that are not exactly 
true—then I say deliberately, better the 
very fires of hell than that comfort, if they 
could only burn iato me and through and 
through me a great abhorrence of all that 
is evil, 
* Oh! we have not learned the first lesson 
of Christ’s holy religion, the meaning of 
the cross has not begun to dawn upon us, 
if we have not learned to see in it how 
God feels towards sin,-—that sin is a thing 
so horrible and accursed that oniy in all 
the awful scene of Calvary can we see it 
rightly, He must nail it to the cross, and 
thrust it throngs with a spear, and bury 
it out of his sight. It means’ that sin has 
so defiled and cursed us that God can find 
no remedy for us conept in our being cru- 
cified with Christ, dead with Christ, buried 
with Christ; that the new man, the Christ, 
be formed in us, and that we live now 
only in the power of his resurrection. 
The word that runs through the Bible is 
not first of all happiness, The whole idea 
of the Bible—every command, every prom- 
ise, every example, all the revelation of 
God, of heaven, of hell, all the life and 
sorrows and death of Jesus Christ, every 
breath and influence of it—teaches me 
that I want something very different from 
feeling comfortable, .., 

Many earnest persons fail in the reli- 
gious life—not for want of trying, but for 
want of the right aim. It is an easy and 
pleasant thing to travel at the rate of 
uxty miles an hour when the engine is on 
the lines; but when it is off the lines 
three miles an hour is very difficult, and 
exceedingly uncomfortable. Many who 
are most conscious of effort, and even 
agony, are yet most conscious of failure; 
snd how can it be otherwise? If God be 
for us we cannot fail; but if we move 
against his will and his way; how can we 
succeed? If I fall across the machinery 
of some huge factory it is very likely to 
tend me; but if, on the other hand, I fit 
in with it, and adapt myself to it, all the 
great forces shall wait upon me and minis- 
ter to me, Is there, then, any unity in 
God’s great universe—any one definite 
tim to which everything is adjusted, and 
bp to which all things are working? Can I 
Bind out what it is,andcan I fitin with it? 

All things work together, Here, then, 
Is the first part of my question answered. 
All things—the material world, the great 
sun, the air, the endless life, the very 
stones and dust of earth; all things—the 
busy commerce, with its ten thousand in- 
terests, politics, social life; all things— 
gain, loss, pleasuré, pain, the daily wor- 
ries, the passing pleasure—all things have 
one great purpose running through them. 

All things work together for good. God 

48 only got one good. He keeps that 
word for one thing only, All goods can- 
not make God’s good. This alone is what 
he counts good—that we may be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, 

All things that I can ever have to do 
With are set to this one end—to make me 
like Jesus Christ, And the grace of God 
is the provision by which I am to be ad- 
Justed and held rightly towards all things. 
And now if, at the beginning of the day, 

I surrender myself to God, not to be taken 

Care of, and fed and ¢lothed, and pros- 
pired in business, and made happy, but to 
a made like Jesug Christ, then I am on 
se lines, _If I will claim the grace of the 

Oly Spirit to hold myself rightly towards 
al things, I shall keep on the lines. Then 
shall losg and gain, pain and pleasure, 
god and ill, be estimated not by any 
material worth, but by their contribution 

the character, by conformity to Jesus 

nist. If gain leave me more eager for 
'¢ world and more covetous, then is gain 
= awiul loss, If success bring pride and 
telf-importance, then is success a dreadful 


ure If pleasure dim and deaden my 


sense of God’s presence, and check my 
communion with him, then is my pleasure 
verily an anguish. This is the only end, 
the test, the proof of our religion; Does 
it make us like Jesug Christ? 
Se SS 
WANAMAKER’S. 

WITH OUR Patt AND WINTER CATALOGUE IN THE 
house you ean de your shopping at home nearly as 
well asif here. Ready October Ist. Send your name 
and address on a postal card and it will mailed 
to you without eharge. 

A SILK-ANP-WOOQL HENRIEPTA THAT IS A LITTLE 
wrong is all wang. The un.on must be perfect to get 
the good of two fibres so different. Strength of the 
silk, softness of the wool: finish that blends brijliancy 
win oe aoe " tot ith th 

e have -hosen Henrie Ww © greatest care. 
Nery, leet, Fram c9n00 eer] | fleece jo fabric nothing 
§ °. stand behtnd every Pert Peer ee 
cou ters. Good Nialy,oxauteiee th ee all the new 
shades that find favor. Three grades, $1, $1.25, $1.50. 

SAXONY FLANNELS, PLAIDS AND STRIPES. a 
tirely new color combines, eae wrapper stuff 











if you get the proper grades, There’s the danger, The 
meaner qualites are solight that a little strain does for 
them. None of thosehere, We know netier. Oni me 
kinds that will give satisfaction in wear. 60c a ya. 

26 IN. UMBRELLAS, TWILLED SILK, PARAGON 
frame, “ gold” or silver caps, $2.25, Same, 28 in., $2.75. 
Either is nalf the usual selling price. 

A NEW ARRIVAL OF moar rhuous 4surTon Kip 
Gloves, ip all the sha of tans, browns, grays, aleo 
black. hese are reai kid (not lamb), Ler omel 
embroidered, $1. If anything, better than last season, 
and then they easily led the pr ion of t 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Philadelphia, 
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EVES: 
SILKS rsues 


Greatest Bargains Ever Offered. 





These Failles are actually worth $1.25. 


Many genuine bargains in Black Silks at from T75e. 
to —— that will prove an agreeable surprise. 


and Colored Silks at prices that will astonish you. 
2,000 BOXES FINE SILK PLUSH, 


ing four grades: 7 
ties never before 0 


Send 


ered at less than 


will send a choice lot toselect 
with first order. 


CHAS. A. STEVENS, 
69 State Street, 


Three Wonderful Sewing Machines 





THE NEW SINGER AUTOMATIC (Single Thread). 


THE NEW SINGER VIBRATOR 


H “it runs with a breath.” 
\ 


More Modern, lighter running, and simpler than any other. 











INGER, 








Sar (MAK 


F} 


THE NEW SINGER OSCILLATOR. 


‘a BY Scientifically and mechanically perfect. 
Offices Everywhere, 


Perfection Guaranteed: 


ol The Singer Manufacturing Co, 


ERS OF 8 MILLION MACHINES.) 


New York. 











“SILKS AND 


8,000 Yards Fine Colored Failles ut $1.00. 


6,000 Yards Fine Colored Gros Grains at 75c. 


The BUYERS’ GUIDE is 
issued March and Sept., 


each 
enone of useful infor. 
mation for all who pur- 


chase the luxuries or the 

necessities of life, We 
gan clothe you end furnish you with 
mecessary and unnecessary 
appliances to ride, walk, dance, sleep, 
eat, fish, hunt, work, go to church, 
er stay at home, and 
styles and quantities. Just figure out 
what is required to do all these things 


ar. It is an ency- 





various sizes, 


and you can make a fair 


a value of the BUYERS’ 
GUIDE, which will be sent upon 
receipt of 10 cents to pay postage, 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
—Ui-114 Michigan Avenue. Chicago. Ui). _ 


* OOD SENSE” 


CORDED CORSET WAISTS 
atall Leading Re 


tail Stores. Ask for them. 


Gui) MEDAL, PARIS, 1878 


Brakes Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the atrength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Suger, 
and is therefore far more economis . 
cal, costing lese than one cent G 
cup. It is delicions, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
@meadmirably adapted for invalids am, 
# well as for persons in health. 


W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass, 
























normous variety of everything desirable in Black 


_Manuiaecturer, 244 & 846 S. 2 
St., Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 





Pews, Chairs, Sunday-school, 
Hall, and ge Seatin 
it Chairs, e 


te. BAXTER CSWA 


Pul- 
N 


d 





Every new and popular shade in each of the follow- 
“hor , $1,265, and — Such quali- 

‘OM $1.00 to $2.00. 

8 cents in stamps, stating whether you most 

desire Black Silks, Colore Silke or Plushes, and we 
from, and return stamps 


SHAW, APPLIN, & CO,, 
Manufacturers of PULPIT SUITS, 
27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 

Bend for ca 





CHICAGO, ILL. 


REET, 
. HURCH 
a MRORTERS OF SUUREN DAMASK: 








YOU CANNOT OBTAIN THESE GOODS 
/ by being measured at one of 


Ez i in, 

our stores or sendi 

mail, The or sede not t these juste 
n 
tl 


hk leb goods is 
Ringer earpiece 
Tic view, direction# how to obtain the 


FAMOUS CUSTOM-MADE 


PLYMOUTH ROCK 3 PANTS. 
Suits cut to order $13.25, 
. \e Overcoats cut to order $12.00. 
. . 1,“Q_ ya postal card” sent to our 
Boston store, provided ou MENT iN 48 
PAPER, br nae by rs. urn mail sam —¢ h 
select from, self-measuremen’ blanks and a lines 
tape measure. 2. But ¢/ you have no time to wait for 











of exp 
or e,and we will forward the goods prepaid 
to Sey address in the U. 8., guaranteeing 
ery and entire satiatgetion or money refu' ° 
Remember that fo 
terations 0; Ww ments free a ra 
ratio cdrom Sil mall to Hoston Stars. 


18 Summer Street, Boston, Mass. j 
Broadway, New York ; 
Burnside Building, Worcester, ‘Mass. 
A letter from the American Express Co. (capital 
$20,000,000) about our standing an business methods 
may be obtained by writing te them at Boston, 








mg cinema 9 tee Sune 


MADE WITH BOILING WATER. 


EPPS’S 


CRATEFUL-—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


MADE WITH BOILING MILK, 


CROFT & ALLEN'S 


BREAKFAST | PHILADELPMIA, 





Absolutely Pure 
Sold by first-class 











enact Sp 


@ CO.. 809 Flibert gs Free 








§ & BANNE 


-siSCO BRos: 
© BALTIMORE MQ. 0 








RS 





ONLY A beware 
POSTAL CARD deat 


RS FO 
NE to bd 


R SUNDAY- SCHOOLS, 


Silk or merino, Iron Banner 
Se. Send for illus, price-list. 





r any cause —@ refun 
at buyer's request upon recarn of poe or wake rd 


PLYMOUTH ROCK PANTS CO., 








Send sc. for samples and rulea for measuring. 


4[ Buy no more Ready-Made Clothing. Send 
3| for samples, light or heavy weight, make 
=| your own selection, take your measure weer 
=| simple rules, and order a pair of our e- 
| brated 83 Custom-Made ‘amis, or 
2) finer goods if you desire, 





0 


“zoseyaind 





Coats, 
$8.00. 


VESTS, 

















A pair of Pant Stretchers will be giv 





© Seri], ‘§ 8 JO opera #] WOTTaeTE J} 


Also Ladies’ Tailor-Made Garments to order at popu * 
lar prices, Send dc, samples and fashion Riate. 


Bay State Pants Co., Custom Clothiers, 


34 Hawley St., Eoston, Mass. 








THE VERY 
Church Light. 


OIL GAS or ELECTRIC. 
Over one hundred styles 
Wheeler Reflectors and 
Refiecto 


for every, conceivableuse, Catalogues 

free. Please state wants. 

be de 
Boson Wass.” | Chicago TIL” 


25 and 27 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 
WITH OUB CELEBRATED BURNERS, 
Satisfaction guaranteed, or nosale. He 
timate given of cost and descriptive cata- 
logue furnished on a ppricatio 


A, a 
No, 36 South 2d St,. Philedelphia, Pa. 





McShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Grade 


8 AND Poata tee ChouCa ES Loe 


lis, 
for Price an 


HW MeSH ANE & CO 
sion ¢ le Baltimore, Md. 


Ais pager. 





quality for Churches, Chimes, 


Men 

BE BSF is, e' Fu warrante 
Ww iE B POUN ; 
Vii? Bella a Wie Gantbtart Ouse 

















**Gleanfnst”’ 
BLACK 





TRADE MARK, 


7 w 100 State Stree’ if 
¥e! “" 49 West Street, Ne — 
‘kor Send for Price List 


STOCKINGS, 
P. Ro ; 


~ paprondway, New f ts 





G LABOR, CLEA 
DRABILITY & CHEAPNESS, UNEQUALLED.| 
No OporR WHEN HEATED. 

















JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
| Importers and: Dealers in Fine Dry Gout 
ow Kerk, 


Breadway. eax. bbe tems ©, w 








by thousands 


tbc hips 





BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


a WASH SLUS have bees fully 


Par ae 








COCOA= 


coo 
Greatest 


ki Pp a rea PRE 
n 
Forpurticularsnddrese she 





Gia 35 Vesey Ste Now Vous OY 


~ 2 ““woon's 





m2 GENUINE SELECTED 
3 £ SPICES. 


* Pungent, Aromatic, Economical. 
& THOS WOOD & 00. BOSTON. 


HIRES noOTHEER 


elicious, ‘Healthful Temperance Drink for Men, 
Women, and Childre>. 26c. packet makes 6 gallong, 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble. sready. Put up in n 











an 





no poling alwa: 
tin cans at Zac. STEPHEN F, WHITMAN 
inventors aad only manufacturers, Philadelphia, 
NALL at 17 South Second Street, Phila. or Ure. * 
postal for a aa: ple pound of “ Emerson's ld 
Renowned ” 60c, t<a, delivered free, 10 lb, lots (pound 
packages) at § ceuts a pound, 
















or our Patent Barley CRYSTALS, 


fi there, write ug for free sam~- 
‘LOUK and SPECIAL DIA- 
are invaluable waste- ring 
Diabetes, Debility & Chil- 
bran; mainly free from starch. 





I was troubled with a pong’ gna hemorrhages, also 
night sweats and general debility so badly as to be 
obliged to leave my work for a whole year. MaGer’s 
EMULSION cured me.—John Connors, Lawrence, \fass. 
I have used MaGer’s Emulsion in my practice with 
Satisfactory results,—S. C, Thayer, M.D., Boston. 





Send yeur eld Glasses by mail, 

We'll take exact size from them and send 

~ por of our Bui id Gold Spectacies or Eye Glasses et 

with * Diamanta” lenses for $3.00; usual price, $5.00, 

This method of fitting eyes never fails, Satisfaction, of 

money refunded, Yo ZINEMAN & BRO.,, Upticians 
i@ south Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa 


HOPE FOR THE CONSUMPTIVE 


in the use of Wilber’s (ompound 
of Pure Cod Liver Oil with Phosphates, mild 
and agreegbie in taste. Sold by druggists generally, 


AREFUL MOTHERS will, at this season, 
° look especially at th 
diet of their children. Ridze’s Food prevents 
all bowel troubles, being entirely peutral in its 
action. It cannot cause acidity or wind, 


LADIES) § (35: |3= 


CEDARINE Pianoane Fur. 


NITURE POLISH, 
PERS seek TE 


















































CONSCIOUS WORTH. 
“My John says I'm too neat a girl by all odds for 
this house, and he’s right. The idea! A nouse 
where they don’t use Sapolio!” 


Everybody knows our old friend 


SAPOLIO, 


and "tis said truly, ‘‘ A well known friend 
ig a treasure.” Sapolio is a solid cake of 
Scouring Soap. Try it in house-cleaning. 
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To get a First-Class 4 
Watch is in our Co- 
Operative Clubs. 


be see 


NU 

Thousands of the best $38.00 
Gold Watch ever made are sell 
ing in our Co-Operative Clubs. 
The watches are American Lever 
Stem Winders, containing every es 
senti:! to accuracy and durability 
and have in addition, numerous other 
improvements nd in no oth 

watch, a are absolutely th 
only Dust an Come orpet te ove, 
ments made in the World, and 
as with genuine Rubies. 1 

atent Stee wi ind and sae D Mik Pe 





are fully e equal for sees ~ a . 
eccura eereuniy ond servic 
to any $75 Wat Price in ou 
Co-Operative ca. 38.00—eith 
all cash down or $1.00 per week. 


The Ke stone Watch Club Cole E 


Main O, ny’s Own Building, 











BAKING 


ROY, POWDER 


ABSOLUTELY PURE 


ight Sweet Wholesome Bread 


Delicious Pastry 
The ONLY POWDER that contains NEITHER LIME nor ALUM, 








“OUR I4KT.=" FILLED 


gam, $38 


$1.00 PER WEEK 


PR che our nia. dpi Club System. 
pk gi Full 15 Jopeiv’ move 
l-known 


pine wi Waltham, us Mpringiield, Reck oF ‘ee. 


Agency. 
One Gendt Weliable peep WANTED ip 
each place. fall particulars, 


NAEGELE WATCH 8 CH & JEWELRY CO. 
Originators of 


20 NortuH Sen a1 Wesskamaamnsh., 








SECURE YOUR CARPETS. 


Since the last notice of our great reduction, crowds of 
people have visited our store daily—many being regular 
customers, while others call to verify the truth contained in 
our advertisement. With but few exceptions, all are anxious 
to secure the bargains we offer. 

Perfect satisfaction guaranteed to every purchaser. 

Price list of reduced goods : 


Wilton, - ~ - - $1.50, from $2.25 
Axminster, - ” ~ - 1.25, from 1.75 
Velvet, best grade, = = - 1.05, from 1.40 
Velvet, second grade, = = - 95, from 1.20 
Body Brussels, best grade, - ~ 1.10, from 1.25 
Body Brussels, second grade, - - 90, from 1.00 
Tapestry Brussels, best grade, - 65, from 80 
Tapestry Brussels, second grade, - 52}, from 65 
Ex-Sup2r Ingrain, all wool, best, = 60, from 75 
Ex-Super Ingrain, cotton chain, - 60, from 60 


We have just received a choice line of the latest styles, 
to which attention is asked, 


JOHN & JAMES DOBSON, 


S00 and S11 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Above the Standard for Wear. 
7 8 saying a great deal. Let us follow it out. The relative prices of clothing 
a Expect u fuir quality suit for $16. Don’t expect too much. That will buy you 
all-wool, but don’t expect too much. 
A big mistake. We know better. These $16 suits bring you more than all-wool. 
No matter what you pay, you can’t get any quality better for wear. The manufacturers 
are as particular about the wool they use, as about the water they drink. So with the 
weaving. We'd be surprised to hear of a bad half-yard of it. Not just this season. 
For years and years they’ve been as careful. So are we in making the suits. Get 


this good quality on your side. Ready-made for $16. 
e’ll send you samples if you let us know. 


WANAMAKER & BROWN, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
728% FIRST MORTGAGES IN KANSAS 


ARE ALWAYS TO BE HAD OF THIS OLD PIONEER KANSAS HOUSE, 
Money is growing mere contident with us. Interest ra es are pecngy Sn but we will still net you 7 and g 
per cent per annum. $4,000,000 loaned without loss to an investor. 
We have morigages in amounts of $1,000 to §20,000 at 7 = cent, Shion we offer. 
an amount that is 


is safe beyond a doubt. 


JOHN D. KNOX & CO., 
| Investment Bankers and Ioan Avents, 
TOPEKA, KANSAS, 











We always cut down amounts applied for in — case to 
for our new Investor’s Guides. Remit, with advice, to 


Fy oi og 
yd CN ae 





ASK FOR 
R &@ GAMBLE’S VEGETABLE GLYCERINE. 





THE CEREALINE COOK BOOK, 


n, - enclose a (wo-cent stamp for 
ne Mig. Co., Columbus, ind. 


ing nvre than two hundred recipes, will besent 
ne who will mention where this advertisement 


postage, lo 











and price-list, 


SHAW & GEARY 


53 North 7th Street, Philadelphia. 
* Mention this paper. 


ECTRIC BELLS 


nmake. Reliable and cheap. Send for new 





Pes SHIR 


MAIL 
laundried, or bi undrieé 
free DEN SHIR cAsene, 
147—149 Borth Sth &3., P 








HE. Batt, Prest. Eo. C. MORRELL, Vice Prest. 
pe DEBEN' r URE BONDS ARE 


Ds A 
EAR HIGHER INTERES 
SAFE tix THAN GOVERNMENT BONDS, ws 
We have anew in various sums, to meet the needs of 
rve and small investors. 


KANSAS INVEST RENT co., 


An ieneasten ex Arenas m nate scant free on 
vaanaa - 
oa siamo a a eet Cas, Ba + pay C. MorReEL: 
Offers arante eal Fstate gages estnut 101 Devonshire 
Drawing 6% Interest. Philadelphia, Pa Boston, Mass. 

SaMUEL M. Jarvis, Pres. RoLaNnp R. CONKLIN, See Baszins 
Eastern Offices: 239 Breadway, New York; 

144 Seath Fourth St., Philadelphia. 


ONE 





Estab. 1876. KANSAS CITY, MO. Incorp. 183% 
Paid-up Capital, - 1,008. 000.00 
Surplus, - - -« 5.000.00 





NG = all Branches. Bonds and 
to 8 per ceut. Inves 





(September 2 


AMERICAN FIRE 
INSURANCE Co, 











Office in Ceinganite Building 


208 and 310 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPR 


CARTE CA PUT A Bo.....c.cccccccscscsseec cess 
rve for Re-insnranece and $500,000.09 





allother ¢ 
Guipbas over aa Liabilities. ar Titi 


TOTAL ASSETS, DEC. 31, 1887, 
$2,201,956. 11. 
THOS, H. MONTGOMERY, =. 
BRICHAKD MA Secret 
JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary, 


DIRECTORS: 
Thos. 2, Montgomery, Alexander fers 


> . Lewis, Char 
1 Morris, Jos. ‘“ caine 
Pemberton ngh 


S&S Hutchinson, Samuel We 
Charles 8S. Wheilen. 


SAFE AF E|Nvestucrs 





$750,000 
Surplus, $355, 016 


tal and Sarglus of 81} 81.15 MUS018 Pav eonennees OF Ck 


a 
$11.4 was apd ony Xe 


6% © 12% sees 


have ener returned 

to Investors wiih- 

Gut dee delay or the loss of a dollar. Real Estate 
irst Mortgage and Debenture Bonds ana 
Savings Cert tes always on hand for sale— 
In Sa’ in amounts of $5 and up. 
ward ; in the Mortgage Department, $300 and up- 
ward. Fall information regarding our various securi- 
ties furnished by 


J.B. WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE Co. 


LAWRENCE, KANSAS; or 
Gew Vork Mang’r, HENRY OICKINSON, 319 Broadway 


McINTOSH & MYGATT, 
dp enver-BANKERS-covorano, 


Do a General Banking Business, 
Anierest paid on Time Deposits, 


In our Investment Department we have Firs 
Mortgage Loans that are absolutely pee and pay 
_Y rg: interest semi- 
EIGHT PER CENT. annantily, All 
real estate taken as popertig is personally examined 
by us before making loan. Investment securities for 
non-residents a specialty. Particular attention given 
= “ investment of ‘Trust Funds. We collect interes 
principal.and remit to ourcustomers in New York 
pamem without char; Cor ndence invited. 
We refer to CHASE NATIONAL BANK, XNew 
York, or FIRST NATIONAL BAN! K, Denver, Col, 


THE ro & BANKING C0. 


President, SENATOR INGALIS. 


ZO sixsGt aBUs ROSS Pract 














4 order to get 
ns in best pr 
ato tg Rates 

aula ke ae 


as Brondwas 





ARM® ORTGAGE 


uaranteed NESS COUNTY 
uTe SECURITY! ess Grrv, KAN, 
Send for full Particulars! — 
Musiraied Hand-boos maps. 40 Wartr S1. Boston. 








The largest City in Was‘ ing‘on 

SEATTLE Te ritory. Population 20,000. Com 

— Ronan of PUGET SOUND 

Country. Iron ber ane Agricultural 
Lands. Se ° he full” afore 


ueen Cit 
SE-A AT-= LE. OMAN, It Eg ay 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION 








Nos. 303-404-170-604. 
THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS_ 
If so, and desire fashionable 
DO YOU a acest ever 
Boston 

paper representing over 
Postage is 16 cts. per Ib. ‘eryaat Twa wee 
Express often cheaper. WARD CO.,, lire 


writing-paper at reaso e 
Bond, 
or Bunker Hit Linen. 
If he does not keep them 
send 3 two-cent stamps th Hf) 
S | our complete samt 
Devonshire Street, Sostom 








OWEST Prices in the United states,— Paper bY 
and.—Sell direct from mills to the co sume 
e shects of paper and envelopes, with price- — 
pee tee: sliee stoa pou d,sent on receipt of 15 08 
H. H. CarTER & KaRRICK. 3 Beacon Sireet Boston, 










RINTIRNG 
Guide Book, tbe 


Sample Scrap 
Prewures and Cards, loc. 





cincuLas reek 












HE American Investment Co.. 150 Nassau 
St., New York, offer extraordinary inducements 

in Investment Securities, all guaranteed. 
Assets, October 1, 1888, $2,000,000.00. Send for full 
information and references. K.S. ORMSBY, President. 


SA-KEANS@sBANK 
YCHICAGO success PRESTONKEANSG 


New York Office: 2 Wall Strect. 





PRESS $3. Circular size, A. 4 
Newspaper size, #4. Lype a4 
ting easy printed directo * 
our i Send 2 stamps tor cotnlegyee 








T. B. SWEET, Pres. GEO. M. NOBLE, Vice-Prea 





Manhattan Life Insurance Co., New York. 
Loan & Trust Co., ¥OU HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
Fh yt Rapes. For example of its operation address the 
Paid-up Capital, $600,000 7% First Mortgages, 69 giving your age. 


CARDS tory. Ke irelsey &Co. mieriden.e Ue 
ss 
Limited, 607 Market St, 


TOOLS az. cumaut 


PALMER, CUNNINGHAM, & Cl, 
Bend 25 cents tor Ulusirated catalogue. 








‘Sus Sunday Geheel Times intends to eteait ealy abverienent oes ae Le gh eee ever an paverimoment of » party not in goed standing be inadvertently inserted, 


ad 


